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COAT OF ARMS.

Coats of Arms were long regarded as *“indispensable
appendages of gentlemen,” but on the decline of the feudal
system, abont 1638, and the rise of the Reformation, they
were treated in a measuare as idle trappings of aristocracy,
and lost the prestice originally attributed to them. In
America they soon eame to be regarded as *“relies of for-
mer family vanity ;7 and the staunch old Puritans would not
allow themselves to tolerate even a thought that could re-
mind them of the vain-glorious display and pomp of their
. persecutors in England; and so their children and de-

geendants born in Ameriea grew up in ignorance of the heraldie standing
of their ancestors in the mother eountry.
\ In Edmondson’s Heraldry, and also in Vol, IT of “Encyclopedia Heraldica,”

by William DBerry, of London, England, we find the following description
of the Coat of Arms of the Dliss family:

“ Gules, a bend vaire, between two {leurs-de-lis, or.”

As to the construction of this shield, it appears that gules [red] is a royal
color, as Gerard Leigh says “it hath long been used by cmperors and Kings
for an apparel of majesty, and of judges in their judgment seats.” Spel-
man obseryves that the color red was honored by the Romans as it had been
before by the Trojans, for they painted their gods with vermillion, and
clothed their generals who trivmphed, with garments of that hme. This
color denotes martinl prowess, boldness, hardiliood, valor and magnanimity ;

- it is considered the noblest of all colors, and in Heraldry is assimilated to
the planet Mars in the heavens, to the ruby among stones, and among flow-
ers to the rose.

The origin of vair (or vaire) is from the fin' of a beast called varus,
[MackeNzi, p. 23,] whose back is a blue-gray, its belly being white, and
therefore heralds have expressed it white and blue in colors ; and when the
head and feet of the animal are taken away, the skin resembles in figure
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a little cup or bell.  The skins are used alternately blue and white, and in
ancient times were much in vogue for lining the robes and mautles of sena- 4
tors, consuls, Kings and emperors, and therenpon were termed * doublings.”
The first u=¢ of them in Heraldry s <aid to be from Le SeGyernr ne Cor-
cres, fighting in Hungary, and seeing hizs avy fly, pulled out the doubling
or lining of his cloak, which was of thoze colors, and hung it up as an en- '
sigm ; whercupon the soldiers knowing his courage and confiding in it, re-
turned to the battle and overcame their enemy . —[CoLoau., p. 58.]

The fleur-de-lis has been from the first bearing the charge of o regal |
escutcheon originally borne by the French kings, and was nntil late in the
nineteenth century the insignia of royalty in France, The lily, which of
all flowers is most esteemed by the French, bas been of old and still is vep- L8
resented by a rudely drawn flenr-de-lis.  As before stated, it was the her-
aldie device or emblem of the royal family of France, and was so borne
from the time of Clovis nntil the accession of Lounis Phillippe ;—and whether
this badge came to our family by royal descent or by royal favor, we are
unable to judge.

In English Heraldry different marks of cadency were nsed to indicate

the various branches or cadets of one family :—the oldest son, during the .
life time of his father, bore a *“label ;™ the second son a crescent; the third ,
a muliet; the fourth & martlet; the fifth an anonlet; and the sixth a fleur-

de-lis. Thus it would appear that the original grant of arms to a Bliss, by

whoever given, (if in England,) was to a sixth son. Some writers have !

fancied that a significant symbol might be drawn from the flenr-de-lis as to

the flowers of Jiterature which yonnger sons were led to enltivate in the

schools to fit them for the churcly, the senate, and the bar: It Newton

thiuks the adaptation was originally intended to be only personal, an ae-

cident in arms, exhibiting the degree of consanguinity of the bearer to the

living head of the family, -
Or, (gold)—** Such is the worthiness of this color that none ought to ‘%

bear the same in arms but emperors and Kings, and such as be of the blood

royal; and as this metal exceadeth all others in value, purity and fineness, {

g0 ought the bearer endeavor to surpass all others in prowess and vertne,”

—GriLLn, ‘
The sigmificance and appropriateness of the crest will he fully under- :

stood after a perusal of the Traditional History of the family. 2
The motto, ** SEMPER SURSUM,™ translated, means, * ever upwand,” and

signifies that the bearver should always endeavor to excel in his undertak-

ings, aiming at goodness rather than greatness, in every deed or motive.
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424 BLISS FAMILY GENEALOGY.

8509, Evrza A, b ot Euelid, O., May 12, 1512, m. in 1865, F. B. Arnold, mail agent, Cleveland,
where she died Feb. 26, 1874

8%, Lucy I., b.at E., Aug. 21, 184, m. in 1363, P, E. Blood, machine agent, Grand Rapids,
Michigin.

601, Exua 8, born at K., Feb, 20, 1516, married in 1867, Chandler \Vaters, raflrosd engineer,
Collingwood, O.

o2,  Wicniax Hexgy, b, at E,, Oct, 22, 1848, bolonged to the Ambulance Corps of an Ohlo
reglinent during the great rebellion, and died a0 Chasttanooga, Tenn,, in 1885, un. m,

6005, ADELA A, born at Willoughby, O., July 24, 1850, died at Euelld, In 15860,

3486.

ALBERT GALLATIN, of Strafford, Vt., tanner and shoemaker, (son of
Samuel Bliss, jr., and Sarah Young, of Strafford,) was born in that place,
Feb. 21, 1804, and married Jan. 1, 1830, to Elmira B. Preston, who was b.
in Strafford, Jan. 11, 1807. He died in September or October, 1579, Issue,
all born at Strafford :

6004, Fraxces E., b, Oct, 28, 1531, m. Feb, 26, 153, ,., Otis Adams, farmer, of Pomfret, Vi,

6006, IIaxxan A., born Aprii &b, 1833, m. April 10, 1574, Benjamin B. Bowen, gun.smith, of
Tunbridge, VL

0006. A son, born Dee. 24, died Dee. 25, 1535,

T. BauueEL A., born Feb. 12, 1835, died May 0, 1805,~a shoemaker, at S,

6008, LoTnror, borm April 24, died Sept. 23, 1838,

8600. Davin ., born Aug. 12, 1841, died Sept. 15, 1842,

0010,  Lypra K., b, Dee. 13, 18482, m. Nov. 15, 1577, William P. Morse, contractor, and builder,
West Randolph, VL .

G611, Baran E., b, Dee. 12, 1888, m. Nov. 24, 1867, George W, Preston, farmer, of Tunbridge,
Vermont.

3487,

PELEG YOUNG, farmer, of Aurora, (Sugar Grove P, 0.) Illinois, (son
of Samuel Bliss, jr., and Sarah Yonng, of Strafford, Vt.,) was b. at Straf-
ford, April 8th, 15806, and married Feb, 3, 1842, to Hellen .. Mather, who
was born at Lodi, N. Y., July 9, 1822, Issue, born at Sugar Grove:

G612.  JankTre, born June £9, 1844,
G613,  Jrpuoran Harnes, born Nov. 5, 1547, —farmer, at Sugar Grove,

{From the Vermont Watchman and State Journal, of Sept. 17, 1879,]

A GexvINE VERMONTER.—We have vecently had the pleasure of a visit
by 2 remarkable man, a nafive of Vermont, who has resided for many
years at Sugar Grove, lllinois. Peleg Y. Blisz was one of * God's poor,”
but by industry, temperance, integrity, wit and wisdom, he has become
wealthy ; and whatis best, he isa father to other pogr boys of the present gene-
ration. At nine years of age he visited an aunt at Montpelier, the wite of
the late Dr. Sylvester Day, of the United States Army. Ile was then in-
dentured to the late John Howes, of Moretown, and, after an unfortunate
experience for a short time, he rau away, and turned up at Straflord, where
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e was very lueky in gaining the favor of the late Hon. Jedediah I, Har-
vis, under whose patronage he got into business that has been for himself
and for the heivs of Mr, Harris remarkably prosperons, With no ednea-
tion but that of the Vermont district school to begin with, Mr, Bliss has
made himself a good writer, and has contributed much to the press in New
York City and Chicago, and always for useful parposes. Ile claims to be
the originator of the policy, recently adopted by the United States govern-
ment, of granting prairie lands to settlers who plant trees and thus stock
that portion of the country with timber. Among hiz contributions to the
Chicago press is a very touching tale entitled "John Leniel's Revenge.”
It is the story of a boy who was 1dopted and educuted by Dliss, and uulml-
ing in the Union army was the first of his company to fall by disease. We
hardly know whom to honor most, the patriotic boy or his foster father. It
is not a remarkable thing for natives of Vermont to have an affectionate re-
membrance of their native State, but Mr, Bliss has a remarkable way of
remembering not only Vermont, but her children,  In a book he obtains a
sentence of gome sort and the signature of every Vermonter he meets, and '
on the walls of a room prepared for the purpose in his house, he puts these
memorials of the children of his native State.  We caunot help honoring
Mr. Bliss as a worthy ** Green Mountain boy."

B488,

LUCIAN B., of West Springfield, Mass., (son of Samuel Bliss, jr., and
Sarah Young, of Strafford, Vt.,) was born at Strafford, Sept. 25, 1500, and
married Sept. 19, 1837, to Sarah M. Felger, who was born at Nantucket,
Mass., Jan. 27, 1815, Issue:

o614, ilExryY C., b. at Norwlch, Vi., May 5, 1846, is n lnwyer, residing at Washington, D, C,,
(1427 I" st N. W.)

9017,  ‘Tliree chitdeen in this family died @1, two, seven and twenty-six years respectively —
names ot given,

3402,

HENRY C,, farmer, of Nottingham, N. II., and of (Maplewood,) Mel-
rose, Mass., (son of James Bliss and Anna Walbridge, of Stanstead, I’. Q.,)
was born in Compton, P. Q., Jan, 2, 1817, and married April 8, (5. R.,3d,)
1852, to Martha A., daughter of Jonathan Wyeth. She was born in More-
town, Vt., March 3, 1828, Issue, born in Nottingham :

6818, CragLes 8. born Oct. 15, 1856, died in N, April 12, 1855,
8019,  WiLLiau IRvVING, born July 23, 1830, book.-koeper, at 272 Devonshire st., Boston, Mass.

3496,

QUARTUS, farmer, of Compton, P. Q., (son of Lyman Bliss and Sally
Chamberlin, of Compton,) was born in that. place, March 135th, 1823, and
married Juoly 8, 1558, to Ellen, danghter of Hazen Pomeroy. She was b,
at Stanstead, 1’.5 12., Sept. 16, 1831. Issne, all born in Compton ;
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A Gexwixe VERMONTER. —We have recently

had the pleasure of a visit by a remarkable man,
a native of Vermont, who has resided for wmany
years at Sagar Grove, Illinois. Peleg Y. Bliss
was one of “God's poor,”” but by industry, tem-
perance, integrity, wit and wisdom, he has be-
come wealthy; and, what is best, he isa father to
other poor boys of the present generation, At
nine years of age he visited an aunt at Moutpelier,
the wife of the late Dr. Sylvester Day of the
United States Army. He was then indentured to
the late John Howes of Moretown, and, after an
unfortunate experience for a short time, he ran
away, and turned up at Strafford, where he was
very lucky in gaining the favor of the late Hon.
Jedediah H. Harris, under whose patronage he
got into business that has been for himself and
for the heirs of Mr, Harrls remarkably prosper-
ous, With no education but that of the Vermont
district school to begin with, Mr. Bliss has made
himsell a good writer, and has contributed much
to the press in New York city and Chicago, and
always for useful purposes. He claims to be the
originator of the policy, recently adopted by the
United States government, of granting prairie
lands to settlers who plant trees and thus stock
that portion of the country with timber, Among
his contributions to the Chicago press is a very
touching tale entitled *“ John Leniel's Revenge."
It is the story of a boy who was adopted aund edu-
cated by Bliss, and enlisting in the Union army
wis the first of his company to fall by discase.
We hardly know whom to honor most, the pat-
riotic boy or his foster father. It is not a remark-
able thing for natives of Vermont to have an af-
fectionate remembrance of their native state, but
Mr. Bliss has a remarkable way of remembering
not only Vermont but her children. Ina book he
obtains a sentence of some sort and the signature
of every Vermonter he meets, and on the walls
of a room prepared for the purpose in his house,
he puts these memorials of the children of his na-
tive state.  We caunot help honoring Mr. Bliss as
a worthy ** Green Mountain boy."
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