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FOR fifty years Frank H. Hall helped the youth 
of our land to solve arithmetical problems. For 
fifty y<:ars, he helped the teachers to solve peda­

gogical problems. For fifty years he helped everyone 
with whom he associMed to solve human.itatian problems. 
And now, after so many active year5 of service. he has 
gone to solve the Great Mystery-the problem of the 
centuries. 

A U his life was spe.nt in solving problems and then 
givin_g the so lution- giv;ng it, a.lw-tl)'S, to his feHow~men. 
Sen-ice is the one word that stands for his life. For­
getfulness of himself in service for his fellow-men was 
the precept of his life. He lived by it; he died by 
it. Even in his last hours. with parched lips and aching 
body. he would hesitate to ask anyone to do anything 
for him; he did not V{an t to be "servcd,n but to serve. 

For two years before there was a physical break­
down, those nearest him felt that he should give "P 
act.-ive \-.•ork. But he loved activity; he saw the crying 
need of education for efficiency, particularly along the 
lines of •cientific agriculture; he knew that be could 
help to supply this need to the people of his own 
state and he couldn 't give up. 

In the winter of 1909. he took cold. driving to one 
of his country institutes. The institute was to be held 
in a small tov,.-n where the.re was no livery service, and 
no one met him at the station. Procuring a horse and 
buggy, he drove. in a sno\,•-storm, eight or ten miles 
across the country to give an evening address. The 
snow· drifted and .1fter bis evening•.s work was over, when 
he Attempted the return-drive, he lost his wny and was 
ottt two hours. Fim,lly reaching the little hotel, he retired 
in a cold room, to be called for a very early train. He 
was called, but the train was late and for another two 
hours he sat jn a cold station w~iting for the train to 
take him to his ·next institute appointment. 

When he reached home at the end of the week. he 
was coughing: and tired out But there were further in-
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!t, itutc c l\1,,t,,gi.-nwnl ti to lrn f;t lt·d t111 .I l,e· 11 , 11~1 no l 111 , 11 1• 

point tl1 .. ~ pc11ple. On 1)n-..l e,:,vl: f 0 11 Ill" ,,·<·n l, uunl d,r 
co ld developed into h roncl1itis, tlnd s till he would ri vl 
~ive up his w<Jf k . I le attend ed 1h1.: 1a!:>l Conf<:rcncr: u l 
the sc<,S◊t\ zind prepared th(~ rnanuscript for the annua l 
rep<Jrt ; he ,-.•ound up hl:, ye::.r's ,,•ork as !:iUpc:r intendc nt 
of Farmers' lnstitutet-. Throug h sheer power of the will. 
he kept up until he felt that everything was in s uch 
order th.at some one e lse could tnke up the work 1'.ll the 
very polnt at which he must lay it down. Ye! he \\-'as 
loath to lay it down, he loved it so, must he give it \IJ') ~ 

In April, 19 1 0, )u; (lllended a teachers' conventio n 
in Kankakee from which he was sciucely able to get 
home. \Vhile he wo.s addressing h-!;.u~hers, his cnthusl­
a$1n kept hin1 up a nd he:: did no t know that he was 
even tired. Upon rct.1ching home, afte r the Kank~kt;C 
mce;:ting, when hiA fornily c·cmo nstmlt!d with him for 
\\•ffrklng when he was in such condltlon. he ~mid, laugh• 
ingly, ' W hy, 1 talked an hour and a half a nd never 
coughed <mo,.:.n Rut t\-..·o weeks latc~r the phys ici;-111:; 
found that ht: had tubercufosis o f the lungs, diabe tes 
con)p)icating the t rouble. F oc nine month ::; h<,~ fought 
these two wasting d isca::ccs. I ·le loved lifo; he saw 
so n1uch \'>•ork ahcnd o f h irn ; he had p lans m ade tha t 
would t.:1ke his work over into lhc=: next half.-doz~n 
}'Cttri,; he could not give up . ;~t times he .scc,n~d to 
impro ve, and for a few Wt.-!eks he was nbl(~ to work 
at his desk for an houc or two each dny. Specialist:; 
w,,:,re (:all,~t.l ; tuber<:ulin was tried : c v<,~rything v.·ithin the 
m t~;:u1$ of love and scicnc.c was done for this Man of 
men. but nothing W<"S o i any avail. 

frank H. Hall literally worked himself to death ; 
tl1e body was worn out and gave up the~ struggle o n 
the evening of January .3, 19 1 I. 

Hopeful and patient to the last, it c ul li ke a knife 
through those who loved him so und w.itched beside 
him, when he would say,-'l'm foeling better to-day ; 

perhaps 1 can get out to the form in the spfin~.8 while 

all the time the p hysida.ns were saying that the.re was 

absolutely no hope and that the e nd was very near. 
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Accustomed fol' nearly seventy years lo a ~trcnu .. 
ously a<.-:t ivt! li fo, th(;: hours must have dragged tedi­
ously for him, lyirq~ in bed for so m;:my months. Yet 
he did not compla in. Ah ... ·ays an optimi::it, he accepted 
life as it came to him and did each day·s work as 
well t1A he could, wiLhout a thc,ugh t about yesterd;'ly 
or to-rnorrow. T hat he did, ho, .. •ever, regret his en­
fo rced idleness was madt~ evident in a leLter wh ich he 
wrQtc~ in answer to ;\ good friend who had written to 
tell hi m c,f some commendatory \Wnds that had been 
spoken by one of his former teachers, at i l litt1<~ meet­
ing in Castle P.-1rk, Michigan. ln this letter, wtllte n in 
Ju!y, 19 10, he says:-

1h is not rny h;)bit to spend much t ime in look­
ing backward: but l arn obliged to co nft~ss that your 
letter of August I st hns led me in to sorne very picas~ 
tmt re rrliniscent~es. * * * * 

Your account of the vesper service <tt CHstle i:''ark 
p l ,; (lSC~ rrH~ ; but. ahhoogh I can not question the genu~ 
inene~s of the expressio n of 11pproval, I cannot escape 
the conviction that more praise wns awarded me than 
l deserve. Be thnt as it may, I am grntdul for it. 
Lilu; moM pef,plc:, I ,1ppret.:i<;1lc; <~ppreciation. 

13ut 1 am now n down and {lUl I un d cannot take 
m uch part in the atkmpts to solve the greHt nocia1 
:ua l edu<:ntional pro61ems that <:onfro nt us. Lying in 
bed is dull business. \Vhen one can not make some 
positive contribution to human betterment, it i$ time 
In quit. 1 am 1:mrrmmd cd with eve ry comfort thHt 
frie nds ca n provide; but the gr(~a.tcst blessings of life 
com.e to the giver, not to hirn who pusslvcly or even 
l{Cl\lchdly receives. That I am allowed to do a little 
work each day on another book- The Fundamentals of 
l\griculture- is a comfort. \~1ithout sorne .such privilege, 
I f~nr I r;hot.1ld bccom l~ very despondent. I have writ-
1,•u n Cull page to-day - type-written it myself-so you 
1h'<, I nm n ot rt.mll)' suffe r ing v e ry much. * * * 

MrK I lull is fur fro111 wdl hut I am not permit­
!r d llw Hhli:i,(;1c lio n of contributing to her comfort-~­
"'°' y 1HH l' l1 . So thC'rc you hA.vo it I ilnl deprived fo r 
1hr 1110111 P IH I nr drn plrtt1H1r"(: 0 £ se rvice;, ·ro pencil 
t l1rn lr ltt't il't n trlid." 
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In letters only, did h,s family find out that. the 
hours \Vere wearisome to him. Knowing how he loved 
to serve. they wondered that he never expressed any 
word of impatience ; yet he never did. Fearful. always, 
that they would worry about him or take one extra 
step for him, he ,;ontinually thrust himself and his 
troubles out of his mind und talked to thern of their 
intcrei,ts- of what was in the papers-of polilical. edu~ 
cntional, industrial problems that came to their notice 
in reading the papers or mnl~nzines to him. Knowing 
that he would be happier if he could think about these 
things which had always been a part of his life, those 
neare.st to hirn tried to forget their unxiety and to bring 
to him interesting accounts of wor)d .. happening,;;. His 
friet1ds were untiring in their efforta to bring cheer 
into his heart. They came to see him. from all over 
the state- even from other states- and letters c~me daily 
telling of the love of those whose lives he had touched. 
Unable to be of immediate service, he ·was shown by 
hundreds o! friends that his life had indeed b een one 
of "Success through Service.11 Even men with whom 
he had no personal acquaintance wrote to tcH him 
that words from his lips hnd shaped thei, lives. A 
characteristic letter of this sort rends as folJows :-

11No doubt you wonder what motive prompts me 
to write this note. but when I s«>' that some of your 
addresses marked a turning-point in my career, it is 
rcasonilble to suppoSf~ tha.t I have a deep interest in 
your welfare, I have thought of you as a sincere friend 
since receiving yo ur inspiration in institutes." 

Dr. John W. Cook who came several times to see 
him, wrote frequent letters of cheer, In one of these, 
he said, 'I want to say to you that your chamber is 
crowded with loving friends who are sympathetically 
about your couch, You have but to look with your 
inner eyes to see us." 

0 . T . Bright, who was (1 close, .. personal friend for 
many yeMs, came and • tood beside the bed and took 
Frank H nll'• wusl'ed hnnd in hi; lwo big, wor.rn, hnndo, 
ond wlt1, tcn1•3 ,·oll ing ,Jow1'\ hi.tt chccku nnd t\ vc:,ic'e 



(.hoked with emotion, snid simply, 11 Oh, Frank, you 
know -.. .. c all Jove you.1 

Alfred Bayliss, before going into the s ick-room, sa id 
to one of Frank H;.1ll's daughtets,- 'There is n<> one­
really no om~ who can take hls p ltu:.c. rvt..my men have 
cnthut-iasm: a few--very few - have sanity. Your father 
had the rare combination of sanity and e.nthusiasrn a nd 
\vas a leader of me n .lnd a power for good ." 

l\,1any of the b usiness r)"le 1'1 of Aurora were f\:1r. 
Hall's school-boys, 

He often remarked with pride tlrnt his banker, his 
t,\wycf, his oculist, his p hy$l<;ian1 his grocer, the forme r 
Olplain of the AurorQ Zouaves, the organizer of th(: 
Aurora Cadets, the C,ptain of Company l. Second Regi­
ment, Illinois Home G uards, " Colo r,c,I on Gen. Welch's 
staff, two Lieutenants in the regular anny- all these and 
many more were hfa pupils, And then he would udd, 
•And how much happiness and health and s:,fely and 
comfort a nd glory have corne tc> me through my connec. 
tion with the schools of Kane County." 

He taugh t two generations in Aurora, and before 
he gave up active school .. work, h~ u:,ed to say, 'Some 
clay I am going back to sell milk to the third and 
perhaps the fourth generations. II I do, my cup and 
11,e irs s hall be runoing over." And he did return lo 

Roll milk Lo the third gene ration, for he and his son 
tiwncd :1 dairy .. farm just outside of town, which was 
l,is pride a nd his joy. 

\Vlu;n tired from school o r institute or desk work, 
uothing ,-vould rest him like ~ drive to the farm and a 
tramp over its fields and through all its buildings and 
" ,nong all its s tock. O ne day in the foll w hen he 
wns confined to his hed, his son brought him ten b ig 
11Mi, of just.ripened corn. Unable to see the farm itself, 
ii.i ii corn wus food to his hung ry ey(;s. He handle<l 
rwN 'Y c ;\r , noting how lal'ge and even the kernels were, 
w11 I ~hen snld, ' Hang it up th ere on the wall so I can 
-.r-,. , t 1dl the time. 1t·a better thnn all the Aowcn;11 

1\lh 1 lu- c ojoycJ c I ,e flo w Cfti, too. So the corn was 
l11l H)( 11J 1t•n tlw wnll of hi -. rootn ond 1'en1aincd the r'" 
1111 ,, fic•r 11<· .l111J pn,,.,,,d MVHy. 
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Af.{l'iculh.i re in its various phases intere sted him from 
boyhood. Wh,:n he w11• in the nrm y in 1862 and ·63, 
his letters to hi• father and mother were full of details 
about 1hc ~griculh 1r:11 cond iLion of the coontry thro\1gh 
which hir. regiment (23rd Maine Vohmtc:crs) pa~scd. 
He described methods of cultivation and differences 
jn soil$, ..and conalantly remarked 1.1bout the b eautiful 
fields ,,,here there w"s gro,,.,ing: ~rain. 

'T'hcse army leth~t s, written when he was twenty­
onc. tev~al many quali1ics which later n;adu~d such 
full devc:lopment in his character. He had not been 
long in the army when ht~ wAs promoted rrom the 
ranks to the. pm;i1ion o( Chief Nurse nt u sabry of 
$20.50 11 month. His sympathy for the sick und wounded 
made: the work hard for him. He says in one of the 
letters, "Seeing so inuch suffering M first made rne feel 
very s<1d. But I fvuod ir I exercised 10 0 m uch sym• 
pathy it \•Jould soon wear n1e out. Now I try to do 
m y d uty and kt it g <> "t tha1:· 

These letters ab,nmd in cheer. They show that 
he realized how itnxious the mother :md fnthe, rm.1st 
be with their Qnly so n amid the unccrti,inties of war. 
He told nothinrr. of h is own hardships; he was always 
''faring better than most of the b oys." - nlw,;1ys well t1nd 
alway::i getting the most out of every opportu ni ty. 
On one occasion he wrote of o three -day $lay in 
Washing ton whit her he went for Hospital •upplies. I le 
described the c ity. the build ings. the people. and <:speci­
ully the Smithsoniilo Institute which interested him great­
ly. T his trip proved to be ,.quite a costly journey," 
he :1ddcd- ··cos1 ing him five dollars for thtee d(1ys and 
nights r 

His love for the creatures or the field and forc;.st 
was .:,lwa;•s manifest, Hnd when the regiment WAS sta­
tioned for -!Ome time at Edward 's Fcffy, he had an opos~ 
sum for a p et. He made a cage of a barrel with 
&rip~ ncross one end. and th e opossum soon b ec.ime 
very tame and scc1'1'1ed to him "a ,,,01,derful 1itt1e animal.'' 

His regiment wa3 never 
the ir nin e mouths of tu.~fv if·e, 
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regime.nt wa s the " Bloody 23rd," because none of th ei,· 
hlood wa. ever spilled. The story which Frank Hall 
h "" olLen told his friends of ' 'the only battle h,, was 
ever in.. 1,; thus d escribed in one of his lcltcfs : -

Muy 14th, I 863. 
" It is reported he r,, that they have had a little 

somethin l!' to do a l Edward's Fe rry. The pickets saw 
pcoplt: throwing up earth-works ovc.r in Virginia and sent 
word to Colonel Je wett. He sent Captain Sleeper down 
with his battery. He threw over a few shells m,d 
quickly d ispersed the rebels. Next day ::, Volontecr 
force of a few cornpanie~ went over and found a J{t<n'e 

,,·ith <\ coffin beside it c(mt aining the hocly of a co l~ 
orcd man ! Colonel Jewett has dl$p)ayed great Sc, gacily 
in thus ~o quic kly dispen,ing the mourners at a "nig­
ger" funeral!" 

In April 1863 he WM pron>otecl from Chief Nurse 
t<> Hosp ital Stewurcl a t thi rty d o llars p er month. 

During the last few W<-:eks of his service in the 
11rmy, he spoke often or whe re he should teach the 
ro llowing year. H e pa.t'tiall;, cninF:ed a room a.t Bntcs 
Collt}~e. a nd ;J~ the summer went on he decided to 
~,, to school. l .. fo w ;;,$ <>bligcd to p.-,y his vwo ,..,<:1y 

through school, but he d id no t find thi s n very d iffi. 
, uh matter. In 1864 he bega n teaching nnd con --
111 ,ued in that woJ·k for thir ty .. eight yea r::i witho ut ~ 
I IC('flk. 

In 1866 he ctun<: \Vest, coming d irectly from Mt\ine 
, ., Ea rlville. Illinois, who,rc he had learned of a vacancy 
rn the schools. He $t!Cu red the p o sitio1\, and in Eurl~ 
v,11,· he"a n ,vofklng out some of his p edago8ical idc~~. 
I ,i•itso ns were simple, indeed, und er his ~1,,1iding hand, 
1rn.l hi8 &chool-chi ldte n loved thdr )e.ssons c-1nd loved 
111..,n tenchcr. T hey learned the va lue of accuracy in a.II 
1l wi , wol'k. - thc::y were l <-Hl[!ht thnt papen matkc;d "90" 
111 "t.J5' " wc 1·c no/ ""good cmough ;" i f these p upils w e re l ~) 

It " n ut inti) the world {m<l help with th e world 's w ork, 
1h,· 1,1 fl l\\1't h t: ahl,· to rnt1 k~ "perfect pap ern." 

h1 h i,- m: boolt'I, I h ,·rr w'<•fc juttl tw,, Rl'i tclt_•3 of l'>l t l;>Cf!!. 

'p,., r111. 1" ,u, d "ni.\1 jjf"I r,.,.,... I It· t1111~ht l.iK pupil~ how 
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to think- how to help themselves. The higher the go,.I, 
the more eager they were to reach it. He proved to 
tbern that perfection was possible. When a pupil 
had made one perfect paper and had experienced that 
satisfied feeling of having done a thing exactly right, 
he was in possession of an id<.~«I that would cling tc) 
him in every walk of life. Thus, not only school-lessons 
but life.lessons were learned under this master. Even the 
little children whom he taught their first lessons in "the 
three r's." felt th e force of his personality throughout their 
lives. A letter from one of these children- now a phy­
sician in Cherokee. Iowa- shows the potency of Frank 
Hall. 

The letter was written after his d eath, to his wife, 
and says: "I count<:d him one of the best friends I ever 
had. He taught me how to read and that is the key 
which wm open the w ay to a. liberal education for any 
boy who has a desire for it. I rememb er well when he 
came to Earlville and took up the work in a si:hool that 
had quite a nurnber of boys just home from the arn,y. 
They were hard to control, but he was a born instructor 
and knew exactly the things to teach whid, would be 
necessary in the life-work to come. He made pretty 
good boys out of pretty bad timber, or at lc;ist timber 
hard to work and fashion into good citizt!ns. Thousands 
of tirn<:8 have I made use of the various things he taught 
Jf'le., to n1y profit, my enjoyment and m)' s~tiafoction." 

lt Wi\S in Earlville in 1866 that he met and married 
Sybil E. Norton- one of the teachers in his school and a 
woman who was, throughout his life, a hdpmate in every 
sense of the word. 

At the close of a school-entertainment in 1867 the 
citizens of Earlville pt'escnted to their superintendent a 
tribute of their love and respect. In thallking them, he 
told his audience that he had indeed been greatly enrich­
eel during his residence in Earlville,- that when he came 
there Lwo years before, he was worth lea.s than one 
hundred dollarn, where•• he was then worth $150,000 
beca.,se he had a wife who Wl\8 worth $ I 00,000 and a 
son Clyde, whom he valued nt $50,000. To n 80hool-
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master with a salary of one thousand dollars a year, 
$ I 50,000 was untold wealth I 

During the summer of 1868 he became one of thirty• 
five applicants for the position of superintendent of the 
W est Aurora schools. He went from Earlville to Aurora 
und sttt down on o lumber-pile to discuss schoo1-matters 
with one member of the Board. Another member $howed 
him through the old stone school building with evident 
and commcnd,ible pride. With the third member he di$­
cusscd phonics and objcct-lc$$Ons. He discovered that 
there were two nearly equal factions in the school dis­
trict, one favoring generous expend itures. the othe-.· deem~ 
ing divers teachers and divens studies a needless extra~ 
vagance. But he was elected superintendent- and both 
factions \::.:.me to believe that whatever he did was right. 
Admitting with him that the school must prepare as ful. 
ly as possible all classes fo1· their life-work, they allowed 
him liberal appropriations. He never took advantage of 
nny liberality, however; he was economical in all expen­
diture• ond laid the foundation• of a school that has 
rnp id]y come into the front ranks and for years has been 
u model for other towns of Illinois. 

He remained in Aurora seven ycars,- always happy 
in hts work because each yt:c;1.r brought hirn increased 
vpportunities to serve his Fellow-men. Over and over 
hl!.nin he would say to his wife on Frit.hw nights. "How 
di e t ime does drag from Friday to Ivlonday, - 1 can scarce­
ly wait to get into the schoo) .. room again," This was not 
hrt:ause he did not love hi$ home nor because he was 
,,,., busy on S«to rdays and Sundays,-but he loved his 
w1>rk in the school-room, and he loved the people, and 
Ii,, loved the mcmbcl"s of those eo.rly graduating4 classes 
,,-1,r, have been his lifelong friends. In his first Aorora 
,·ln.;u waM one girl whose rerni1.rkQh)~ mt,th.ematical ability 

whotte skill in ao1ving the knottiest of business prob­
lnnti 11lca •ed him beyond measure. This gid became 
1l1r wirt• nf n rnnn who »ftcr,"•nrds wai. a Congressman 
111 111 Sruntor, tmd tho teacher enjoyed referring to h er as 
' •11H' u( ,n;v wirl&," ond tdlinH others thnt flhe gttve him 

1 ,,1d 1t f111 hrwin1< w u,:ht lwr how co write µo liticnl i,pcech, 
, ~ I lh hrr .c•huul ~lhy .i. l1tlWrwrr. lu~r "ntt:!!Hyl'I" wrrt: not 
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political ; they all had a mathematical trend-·even to her 
graduating~ess.ay which was upon "God's Mathematic$." 

The teachers who were associated with him in the 
first years of his school-work. felt the force of his enthu­
sia$m and his unfaltering progressiveness no less t-han 
did the teachers who were with him during the years of 
his maturity. Miss Todd , wh<> waa one of his early and 
or1e of his b,~st t<:achers, hus always given him credit for 
rnuch of h¢r success-as have many others who, with 
him, learned to love above even•1hing, their work in the 
school-room. 

The Class of '72 was one of which he was espedal­
ly fond and proud. There were no boys in this class. 
- j\lst twelve girls. These girls had become imbued with 
some of his philosophy of life ; they knew there were 
things to be desired above fine raiment; they knew that 
many graduates of public schools could not afford to put 
so much money into graduation clothes; so they decided 
to cst~blish a precedent. They agreed that theil' gowns 
on Commenccrne111 day should be made of calico. A 
girl never knows what she can do !ill .she tries. These 
girls tfied to make l'n inexpensive gown that would be 
just as attractjve and pretty as a gown at ten titnes the 
cost,-and they succeeded! And this is the way-or one 
of the ways in which they enshrined themselves within 
their teacher's heart. It was not so anuch wlial these 
girl, did, ns the spirit in which they did it, - the sane 
view they took of life and its problems. 

There were other classes in Aurora-other girls and 
other boys- whose friendship for Frank Hall and whose 
loyalty to him lasted as long as life itself. He had many 
tributes of their love in his home, for many of the clafi.ses, 
at the <;ompletion of their sch<>ol-work, left for him some 
token of the love they bore him;-one class gav(, him " 
desk i another, a bookMcase; another, a chair: others, cut 
gla•• and a clock and many things which, to the day of 
hia death, were; among h i$ treasured possesajons and will 
be kept by his children as cherished emblems of univer• 
Ml love. For love WM the dominant chord of their 
fnther'• lifo,- lovB Jo, his follow-men ond lov<· Jror11 his 
fdlow-1ntn. 
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In Aurora, too, there came another $50,000 increase 
to his fortune, -this time, a daughter, Nina Myrtle. 

Aurora had become "home" to him, and when other 
towns sought him for their schools, he had no d esire to 
go. But one day some f~nners who lived only a few 
miles away, began to talk about their need of a rural 
school- a ~hool that would fit its pupils for roral life, 
Thomas Judd was at the h¢ad of this movemeht,- 11 oeer 
of v,sioo$. yet not visionary. These men had no p ublic 
money, but (jy tax an.1I subscription they raised enough to 
put up a school-building on the pr.1irie seven miles west of 
Aurora. They wanted Frank Hall to work out in detail 
what they had planned in general. He saw ihe need of 
cxaccly the kind of a school they were planning; he saw 
a chance to wor\s out his own ideas of education for 
~fficiency, he saw a big chance to help his fellow·-men,­
,md in 1875 he gave up the Aurora Schools to become 
pri ncipal of the "Sugaf Grove Nonna) and Industrial 
School,"- a school at onc;e unique and practical, actually 
lwcnt;y-live years ahead of its time. Mr, Judd built a 
1,harding, hpuse, and sheds and a barn were pot up to 
rir()h,d the horses driven by pupils who came from 
neighboring farms. From the first, lhe boarding-house 
wna n success. The. number of students immediately ex,. 
r ,,e.ded their expectation, - and the school grew. Thirty 
,,, fo,·ty horses were tied in the barn every day, even in 
1Jlr 3e,, 1e rest weather, bringing tuition .. pupils to this rural 
P<hool. 

Whot WM taught? Why was this school so popular? 
) lfi-,leswns were taught. Knowledge was sought not that 
ii 111igl,t be hoarded, but that it might increase its posess­
u1 ·11 personal power- !:ltrength-independence whtvh is 

I,,., " of powcr-wodd-forc.e. Prank Hall did not think 
It 1\roe•onry to study one thini,' for the sake· of discipline 
• 11 .J 1111othe1· for necessary facts. As well might the farmer 
, nqu1rf' hi~ men to exercise four hours a day in the 
r~•111 111•iu111 i11 orde r to develop the muscle nece&aijry to 
1,11, Ii uff n loo.ti e>f hoy, no for th« • tud~nl to study the 
1 u11h,11,lP r h1111R1'• <)/ the Creole vMb tl,M J,e ml~ht have 
1f1., Ulf"Oh,1 Vlat1, m1tw"Aory to ,nnttti~r ch timit1tty and 
11l,V•h•• 1•'1.11,k I lnll lrnli,w111-l It ~ WM,1,, uf tii110 tc• , t.,,r 
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a pupil' 8 mind with facts which in all probability that 
pupil would never be able to use in hie daily-work. 
Teach him whete to find /acts which he needed to know 
- and teach him to think-that was all. Useless intellec­
tual possessions 0 4;:vef wQuld ,:lve. ar.y great amount of 
satisfaction to the owner of them. This does not n1ean 
that he did not believe in the "arts". Knowledge which 
Would contril:iute to the world-happiness belonged in the 
same category• with knowledge that contributed directly 
to utility,- utility included happiness, and happiness in­
cluded utility. Knowledge which could be · made a basis 
of action for each pupil was the l<nowledge that pupils 
should seek. Knowledge that "would bring in gold" was 
not 80 mercenary as it sounded. With the gold, one 
might buy food and clothes and books and papers; the 
gold would put one in a positio11 to get more knowledge: 
and with the increased knowledge he would be \'/Orth 
more to the world and might more easily provide for 
his physcial wants and have more time ~nd money with 
which to satisfy his mental desires- and the desires 
would inor.ease with thA l,nowledge. There was no p lace 
to stop, if one's spirit were right. 

Whether one's ambition were to owo a Jersey cow 
or a grand piano, the spirit at the stt1rl1ng-point was the 
thing. 

The S11g;,r Grove Norma.I and Industrial School ed. 
ucated its pupils to be useful; it taught them the thi11gs 
they wanted to know- the things they needed to know 
in their- every-day life. In arithmetic, the pupils )earned 
to solve lumber, paper and buainess problems. They 
measured their gardens and found out just how much 
lumber would be required for fenc~~ ; tl,ey measured 
their cisterns and thefr corn-cribs and figured their exact 
capacity ; they brought milk and tested it a.nd figured the 
percent of butter. lat; they 1rtea.ured their school-room 
and pape,·ed it ; rhey planted seeds and saw how they 
grew ; they analyzed Aowers; they studied beetles and 
worms and l,irds; they put in a wire and learned tele­
graphy: they did coery thing that anybody wanted to do 
ond did it with o ze,t. If there were pupils who lea11ed 
toWRY<I t.he profes$ion11I ur.,, tho>y nil "t1i,nod in" 1111d chis 
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out some problems in international law; they reveled in 
the beauties of Shakespeare, Whittier, Longfellow, Tenny­
aon, Diokens, Virgil,-cven P lato, Life in all its p_hases 
was what they studied in the Sugar Grove Normal and 
Industrial Schoql,- life as they saw it in the centuries 
agone,-life as it existed in other nations.- life as it went 
on about them in hol1'\e and field and office,- life as it 
w~& bou11d lo come to them when they left the school­
room to take up their share of the- world's work. 

As the schoolmaster himself •aid, 

''We learned to use the milk tester and we read 
Shake5Peare. 

"We h1ve$ligated ihe subject of cattle raising -ahd 
sludied Virgil. 

"We learned )iow to raise hogs and revel eel in tlie 
beauties of Homer. 

''We studied the subject of grasses and hay and 
mastered cube root." 

The Sugar Grove pupils were nqt mere "book farm­
nr•" any more than was their teacher. What they learhed 
111 theory from day to day they put into immediate prac­
tic·~. This was the first school in lllinois--perhaps the 
rn,,t achoo! in any of these central states, to put agricul­
ht1'r into its curriculum. Now, thirty-five years later, the 
N•hools ate just waking up to the real need of this par­
hrtular 11,cience in their courses of study. 

Unlike many of the prophets, Frank Hall lived to ~ee 
/,/, rmlphccy come true ; and he lived long enough to 
l111Vr men who laughed at him in the earlier day$, join 
l11111tl 1 with him in the forward movement of education 
(w oflicicncy. And these men who laughed-most of 
I hrui -wore big enough and ho11est enough to tell him 
1,, lt,c tl he died 1Yhat his ''l(>r)g-sightedness" had meant 
I•• th~ ~,Jucntional history of Illinois. 

While ii, S11gar Grove, the schoolmaster was ul$Q a 
""' <•••lnl hu~inc,as m!\O. He built al)d "ran" (with his 

If•'• i111h)) I\ atorc thot diffo.red vo,:y little from the 
11111,lt•Ht dMphrtrnrr11 ftlorc: ht- ,yae the postmaster: he 
1111,l II l11111bnr,y111d rind tron111ory: iln<I he w•• township 
'""'"' A• 11 .i,,,,,, k~,,p~r, hi• Inv• for h1 , l~llow-mM 
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often got the belier of his business sen•e. His sympathy 
was so ready that when a m;m came for a bill of 
groceries and asked for credit, he gaue him ·credit 
though he knew thos.e groceries would never be paid 
for. Men who couldn't make enough money to pay 
their .grocery-bills always had enough to take their 
families to the circus every time lt came within ten 
miles of this little village, and Frank Hall said, "lt is 
all right; they need the circus- and they need the 
groceries - and 1 don't." Generous to a fault and 
trust_ful beyond measure he yet was a success in eVery 
business undertaking. 

In Sugar Grove. the third $50,000 addition wa$ m~de 
to his little fortune - another daughter, Sybil Verne. 

Fi'om Sugar Grove, he went to Petersburg where 
he made ;mother innovation in school-work in the in• 
troductlon of supplementary reading into the grades. 
He remained in Petersbu,•g only one year, the Au(ora 
School Board calling him back there in I 888. A member 
of the 'Eetersburg School Board, N. W. Branson, was 
~!so a member of the Soard c>f Trustees of the Illinois 
State School for the Blind fo Jacksonville. Wh~1> the 
Petersburg schools lost Frank Hall, lylr. Branson began 
"pulling wires" to have h im put at the head of the 
Jacksonville Blind School. This was a d ifferent line 
of work entirely, bul after a vifiit to numerous blind 
schools in the central and eastern _states. he was ready 
for new worldo t◊ conquer, and the Aurora Board re• 
leased him in 189() after two years in their schools. 

The blind children at once became to him as his 
own. He saw their needs; he saw the woeful lack 
of the practical in what they were being taught. Sent 
to a boarding-school at five or six years of age and 
kept there in a lhtle world of their own for twelve 
or fifteen years, what preparatior, had they to go fonh 
and compete with their seeing fellows in the big work­
a-day world? And lacking this ability to compete. how 
could they find work to do ; and lacking work. how 
could they be happy ? 

Th{a wa• th~ probl~m ll, ~t t1nnfrontsd fri,nk Hall : 
th!. "'"" 1hr. pri,l7I~... hr VM1t1r <I lll ,1.1lv1•, 



The fir$t thing he did was to nnd out through a 
study of individual p upils and an investigation of other 
i,chools, what \rades or professions blind peop le could 
enter with p ro(,t to themselves. H11 studied the pupils 
poychologically; he learned which faculties were stronger 
because" of the ir handicap,- which were ,y,eaket. Hav-
1ng satisfied himself as to their capabilities in certain 
li nea, he .changed the course of study to lit the needs 
nf the pupils, instead of trying IQ change the pupils 
l o 6t the course of study. He secured teacher& com­
petent to teach in all literary and musical branches, 
111 attrcss-making, hammock and horse-net making, broom-
01uktng, piano tuning and repairing, sewing, chairMcan .. 
01~ and bead-work. He inspired pupils with a desire 
In do their work well,-nol to be satisfied with work 
fnlr/JJ well dohe,- nol to be content with a piece of 
wurk of which people would say "!sn·t that wonder-
1111 to b-. done by the blind ?" T hey found that in 
,~11nin kinds of work they could make "perfect pa. 
Pflf•1

• juat as well as their seeing fellows, and nothing 
'"" lhuu perfect satisfied them. 

'l hif was the 6rst achievement in Fnmk Hall's 
w11rk with the blind,- to lift them up from a plane 
ul •~11-aatisfaction and self-pity to the higher p lane of 
l,1111r1lulncos of themselves in service. Th6y could do 
" w11rk th(ll the world wanted done : and whe,eas 
1h, y h~d heretofore been passively content to accept 
1,111 " '"" "° a part of the lot thrust upon them by their 
" 11 1r111th¢tic but near-sighted friends. they were now to 
11 •II•• lk ker's twentieth century creed of " Happiness 
11111 ,uwl, work." They were to become self-supporting. 

0011, nl them- some who came to grasp Frank Hairs 
l1411h11 -inllr rl\Qf<", during his last illness,-- were able to 

11 11110, t th~madvoa and their widowed mothers - or sie-
1 1 • b l r,nth~ps both. Some married and had families 

I 11,,.,. nw1,, • nd /fHl~ care ,if fhem, though of .mnttiage 
,w1, "I' thM bl111rl. Frank )·foll never quite approvecl, 

l,1 "" rr11l10 nf nQo)i:o, lillnd p1,or,le W(')re 1h11t out 
111 ""''' "' 11 111•11<1:ur• of nil kind• (~xc11pt no it mi(chl 

I ,111 '" 1111· ,11) b~r11u .... u f lhe Vlloi n111tHml or ilf11" 

I l~l .. ,t 1 " """"'' to 1,111ko rven """ 1111I, l•~•nk, I l• 1• 
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w<>S another obstacle in his path which he made up 
his mind must be overcome. He studied the three 
principal kinds of raised print used by the blind the 
world over,-decided which system was the simplest 
and most easily adaptable,- and then began ptltting his 
iovel'ltive genius to wprk upon a machine that would 
be to the blind what the type-writer is to the seeing,­
eve11 more than this. 

The result was soon forth-coming and startled the 
wotld in itii simp lic.ity and complete success. From the 
1ype-writer it was but a step to' the stereotype• maker 
and map-ma¢hine: and the making of book• for the 
blind was revolutionized. This was accompanied by no 
blare of trumpets. The invention was wrought out dur­
ing time for which the State ol Illinois was paying 
him to teach ·the blind. No other compensation seemed 
to him due from any source. He laughed at the idea 
of taking QUt a patent on the machines, Yes. it might 
make him rich,- but rich at whose cost? At the cost of 
the blind, chiefly, the great majority of whom hadn't 
a hundredth part a• much worldly wealth as he had. 
No, this invention was not for his benefit; it was ior 
the benefit of the b lind,-to help them in their search 
for success through service. What. would be added to 
the cost of the lnachines as royl'hY was thus ''knocked 
off," and so simple was the construction of the Braille­
writer that the manufacturers (at the inventor's solicita­
tion that they make the price as reasonable as poss,ible) 
offered it to the public for thirteen dqllars, allowing the 
inventor to make a special p rice of ten dollars to his 
owtt pupils- those in the state of Illinois. 

ln 1893, when, at the World's Colu mbian Elcposi­
tion, Helen Keller was introduced by her teacher t·o 
Frank Hall, she made the perfunctory response, "How 
do you do, Mr. Hall?" Her teache r said to her, "This 
is the Mr. Hali who made your 13raille-writer"- and in­
stantly Helen Keller's arm• were around his rteck and 
her lips kissed his cheek . This in itself more tllfm 
pah-1 h-im for tho invention of the Braille mnohi,ies­
and he could nevei· loll pf thr• li1tle incide11t v,ithqut 
t,;11r• in hi• d-)'C&, 



This was his second a,chie-vement in his work among 
the blind; and there were other achievements of less 
importance to the world al large but of no less to 
I he school of which he was the head. 

The love of these pupils, and of their teachers, 
for him was shown in the welcome with which they 
Mreeted him in after years, whenever he visited their 
IIOhool or they visited his home. After his death, a 

onemorial service was held in the c hapel of the Jack-
11<1nville school, at which Mrs. Inglis presided, and the 
following resolutions were drawn up :-

RESOLUTIONS. 

"The faculty and students of the Illinois School for 
I lir Blind desire to put on record their exp ression of 
,Jr~i, sorrow at the loss of Frahk H. Hali, and their 
J M lintf of indebtedness to him for the great services 
whkh he has rendered as superintendent of our school. 
Our hir,h appreciation of t·he gret\t share which hi-' had 
In tho upbuilding and uplifting of our ¢ducational sys-
1100,1, nnd our d eep regret that the cause of education 
t liu11ld have been deprived of the great work which 
111• 1t1i1thl still have accomplished, can be but feebly 
, •1H•,,.ed. 

' )he Illinois School for the Blind profited for eight 
•, • • • by his tireless energy and his splendid abilities. 
I 11 WII• not merely nn official -among us-he was a 
I'"'"'""'' friend. He loved the children and was loved 
1,, l l1N11 ltt return. He carried them upon his heart 
,. 111 M••v• them his best intelligence and effort. When 
h t ,uu" to O\lr school as superintendent, teachers felt 

"' " ' t lfbl\f(th os of a lender and helper corne to 
th It ,111j, prtrcnt• were awakened, legislators listened 

......... .,. Jy t(, Mils for< appropriations that new possi, 
lo1hl1•• trliMf, 1 ho realizecl in the -work for the blind. 
II u 1111•• tu wftlch him pour his soul nncl intelligence 
1111 1l11 1«111 •• ""d mind• of those with whom h~ came 
•· 1 "' '"' I, ,111<1 le •e~ hi• effort• to bring them all lo 
), fH I 111111 l,ell~l Jlfo, 

\I', w,11 1111•• hi• h,·111t.v Cu•u•;"' nl ion uncl l!e11ulnc 
• , , 1 Iii• v1•il1 tn our .,. hnnl , hi • ear,11"1 lfl'~~lh,R~ : 
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hi• ohceril:,g prc~eno~ 3nd wi•r. nmmoi,I. Wl,u ( "~ 
adequately oet forth the •iQnlfiannce of thi• lifo or 
comprehend its in8uence over the lives ii hoe still)u" 
lated and shaped > 

Such a man a• Mr. .Hall can ill be spared. The 
cause of education in this country needs unselfish effort 
and large intelligence, These Mr. Hall gave to the 
end of his life." 

Iro 1893 a Democratic Goverrtor was elected in 
Illinois•, and though the State Charitable Institutions had 
never heretofore been r uled by politics, the people 
heatd rumor& that every superintendent- and even many 
teachers - must make way for the politicians. The 
friends and patrons of th~ blind began circulating 
petitions, and letters were sent by the score, asking 
Governor Altgeld to retain Frank Hall because of his 
unusual fitness for the work. Petitions were signed by 
parents of pupils from all over the state, by teachers, 
by Democrats who knew what h<1.d been done in the 
Jacksonville school, by the superintendents of every 
blind school in toe United States and by Dr. Campbell 
of the London school, by oharity.workers and men of 
inRuence- but all to no avail. Frank Hall's place must 
be had for an Altgeldian. 

Though so thoroughly enamored of his work with 
the blind, he still loved the public schools, and he 
,v6nt back. into this field, taking the position of super• 
intendent in the Waukegan schools. After his second 
year in Waukegan, the Joliet schools offered him -$2,800 
to come to them. He consulted with his Waukegan 
Board and they told bim he couldn't go; that they 
would meet any offer he received so lot il3 aalary 
was concerned ; he must rema-in in Wi;\ukegan. Because 
the relations there were so pleasant and because the 
Waukegan schools offered opportunities for m4ch serv­
ice, hi' decided to remain, but cc/used to accept more 
th,m $2,000 because he felt that Waukegan could not 
afford 10 pay so large· a salary to their supe.rihtende.nt. 

At the meeting of the Board when he was to tell 
them definitely whether ()t ·not he would remain, his 
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dnd•1u11 wn• ... ,.,,,tr,I with n p1•11t~•1 (mm tho Boa«I 
I•••"""" hr w<111ln not nl1<110 an increno~ of ••l•ry, Bnt 
l,e W•• 1i~ni•1ene io,d o.t l~nKth th"Y apparently yielded 
lu l,hn, When lho moetl,,g wru, about to adjourn, a 
111•uchnr roa<> and lltlld, "It hM been the cuatom of Pro-
1, ••or I Intl to auperintend the schools ancl to teach in 
iii• I likh Sc),ool. His salary has been $2,000. Mr. 
I l1o1lnn•11, l move that his salary as sup~rintendent be 
\J,000 •• heretofore, and that he be allowed $800 for 
ti ,11·l11n11 i11 the High School." 

"I oecond the motioo," came quickly from another 
1uAmbar. 

Mr, Hall·-''Bu~. Mr. Chairman, I should like to say 
' wo, tl ." 

I he Chair-"The gentleman is not in otder," 
Mr, Hall- "Mr. Chairman, please permit u word." 
I he Chair- "The chair doesn't r.ecognize the gentle-

'""" All in favor of the motion p lease say aye." 
II wo.o c.arried unanlmou,ly with a shout, and a 

1111 ♦-Hn\ lo adjourn was quickly made and seconded 
111,I I 11• ••lary was down on paper at $2,800. 

I hero w•• nothing more to do. However, the next 
, .,1 whon the school wanted a stereopticon w ith views, 

111 l1tn1~ht the outfit and paid for it, thus turning back 
lrlt) t,( his salary into the sch9ol-trcasury. 

11,e present superintendent of the Waukegan schools, 
l,u wn11 une of his teachers there, says of him:-

N 11 tnan ever had a better monument than he ha~. 
Ith !ill hio pupils and friends paying him homage by 
,11,I "1111 ill lives made better and broader and finer for 

I M t11Hmmoc and teaching. His going is nothing short 
I ,, 11ltHc calamity," 

o\l lat four years in \Vaukegan, the Republicans were 
,111 111 1,ower at Springfield and, following the e><~mple 

I 11, 11 i,redece&sQrs they made changes in oil the Slate 
I t1ru111,11~ No former superln~endents were called back1 

,,., , e~cept at the Blind, where Frank Hall again 
• 111• I ho work As if there had never been a break. 

) I w 1, 11111\~~ through Governor Tanner's ad1ninistration 
, I 1111 yrJlf' w'hile Governor Yates '"''l\S in the Executive 
I tto 
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Though thc r<, wore n" pattieulorly u11p leMt1nt relt•• 
tions, yet the part}' in powec wa,nted tel\chcre and em" 
ployees hired b ecause of their politics rather than be" 
cause of their fitness for ihe positions. Frank Hall was 
big. enough to "stand pat'' without causing ant#lg<>nism. 
He refused in ev.ery insta·nce to discharge any.one "'ho 
was doing good work, merely to pay some one's political 
debt. Yet he felt a press11re that hampered his enthusi• 
asm and he decided that he must be getting too old for 
the work, In spite of protests from teachers, pupils, and 
friends of the blind, he gave up this work in 1902 and 
bought a home in Aurora where he said he should settle 
down, never to move again unti1 taken to the cemetery 
two blocks below his home. T his !lew home in Aurora 
was only about three bloeks above the little Qid home 
where. he ~nd his wife had first begun housekeeping in 
1868. He did not move again; but he was not allowed 
to remain much at home. 

Illinois was ri1>e for a reformation in agricultural 
science. .One o.f the. few really scientific farmer$ of the 
State saw the possibilities ahead, if the farmers' institutes 
and the teac:hers' institutes could be brought together in 
bonds of fellowship, This man was A. P. Grout-and 
he knew that Frank Hall, a teacher-farmer, was the one 
man who could weld this union most speedily. Through 
Mr. Grout, he became Secretary and later Superintendent 
of the Illinois Farmers' lnstitute,- the position which he 
held until ill-health forced him to resign in May, 19 10. 

In this work, opportunities knocked at the door al­
most f~ster than he could ·turn the knob to open it. The 
realization of hopes and plans he had formed thirty years 
hefore, made him young again and the work was fu$ci .. 
nating in l~-$ immediate results. 

Thirty years before, he had held a Farmers' Institute 
in Sugar Grove-probably the first institute of the kind 
in this part of the countty. The progr;im for this earJy 
institute was as follows , 

THURSDAY EVENING. 
Lectur~ by Frank H. Hall. 

of Milk and. its Management in 
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JIRIDA Y MOHN INC. 
1 luw ,11.,11 111111101" he cnrQcl for 1u1d opplied? H. 

I h111m1nn I Joh,, Kcl\ling, ttlgin: J, lnghntn, 

At wl1nt 11.gc should hogs be eent to market? L 
il•11l11111in: L Cillott: S. Reynolds: J. Gotdon; Wm. 
M~ri111. 

Ar<' the Holstein cattle worthy the attention of dairy­
'""" 1 Coo, E, Brown, Manuger of Fox River Stock 
,\11111u,·intlv11. 

Will it pny to feed com to hogs while they have a 
11111111 elover pasture? M. Snow; H. Chapman: D. 
l1ul,I: I!:, r-'uller: S. U. Spencer, 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON. 

Should butter be washed ? 
Mi., Mark &)avey : Mrs, Sam'I ]\.,dd; L. Gillett; 
J Furman: H. B. Curler; Mrs. Thos. Judd. 

Hfrilntion of class in Elements of Agrlcu//ure. 

Will it pay to cut up corn ? 

W "f hompson: D. C. Green: M. Brown ; W. G. Jones. 

I )tte• i1 pay to subscribe for and read agricultural 
l'"IIN'III ~ 

I lknjnmin; D. C. Green: H. Chapman; A Chap. 
,.,"" . C. L. Benjamin. 

I 11111, S,ylvanus Wilcox, Hon. R. M. Pritchard of 
\\ •II , 11111n, and Dr. Joseph Talft, President of the Illinois 
h1•11~11\rm't1 Aasociation are expected to be present and 
1 I pn1 I in the discussions. 

FRIDAY EVENING. 

I "rlure l;,y Prof. G. E. Morrow, of the State lpdus­
'• I l l1llY1'reity, Champaign, lllinojs, Subject: Live Stock 

llh11u1• Forming. 

I •••U 11,~n, as will be seen from the program, he sought 
I 1,. •ou lJ, bnna: and now, thirty years after, helelt that the 
1 , """"' Station ,11id Agricultural College were the 

I , l 1111,~•• from which help should come to the 
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farmers. They must learn something of the results bou,:,d 
to ensue h-on1 scier1tific farming; since they ~ould not be 
taken to the College the College must be brought to them. 
The Urbana people agreed to send some of their men 
fO the various institutes throughout the $late, telling the 
farmers in institute assembled, what experiments they 
had made and were constantly making to improve agl"i­
eultural conditions,- how they were learning by actual 
test to raise better crops, better hoge,-yes, better children. 
Not all the farmers were athirst for this knowledge, -even 
when it was brought to their doors ; sometimes they re­
sented having a scientific man try to tell them how to 
farm I In one case, for instance, after Frank Hall 
had arrangec:l for a certain excellent speaker from the 
Agricultural College to speak at a ce,tain institute, 
the speaker wrnte to the president of thM County 
Institute to $ilY that he would be on hand for the pro­
gram. This was the· reply which the speaker received, 
exactly as it was pencilled on a Stock Farm letter-head: 

"Dear sir. 
Yours at hand and as to you being on our 

-pJ·ogram is a mistake your not on it. and furthermore 
the 27th is the Ladys day and there is no room for no 
man that. day. So do not corn nor send no one els for 
there is no room on that day and your not On the Pro­
gram I have no Program with me so I send you the print 
from the County paper so you can see that your t)ame 

l-s not on the Program 
Yoms Truly 

.. President." 

Of cou,·se 1),e spea~er dicl not go I 
But it wt\$ not always thus. There was an open 

sincerity about Frank Hall's personality that made the 
formers believe in him, and when he himself. had visited 
an Institute and talked to the men and women he found 
there, the trail was blazed for tho ~cientifie followers. 
Rapidly the institutes grew : the bettef cl1188 of farmers 
came into tl1em, pulling fheir weaker brothers with them l 
intereJ)t in &eientH\c nxperimcnta wus Awnkened: fsu·mera' 
cluh1 become more t1U11)nfci,\1H~ tl1ft (tlr1nci11

fl CJ,n,,, lo r~nl­
lva tl111t thou 11h11,t ,, II n•r.Jcil ,,. I•• '"''~"' huw lo r, .. '" 
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n11J they must be taught by competent teachers. 

A Short Course was introduced at Urbana where the 
l,11.v• could go for two weeks in January when farm-work 
wn• bl low-ebb, and get a taste of better things- enough 
,,I " h\Oto to make their mout}, water for rn9re. The11 
I h, l)Qnwstic Science Department at Urbana put in a 
~l1t11 t Course for girls, so the farm girl~ cot1ld learn some­
tl1i1111 nf the science of bread and butter making, of 
11 1,ut,to, .. ke.e-ping and home-making. 

I f.a11 the Normal Schools whence come the teachers 
111 1h,, rural schools, came in.to the fold, Frank. Hall's 
, ,1 "I npp roval made the Normal School Presidents un­
,l,.,1tl It> open their doors to the Farmers' Institutes. 
)1,1111 11 10e1in8S were held in the Norrnal School buildings, 
111,1~ l11in~in11 the fut11re teachers and the future farmers 
1,,,,1h~1 tc, atudy the country's needs. 

I h~ Farmers' fostitute, from having been mainly en-
1, , 1 .. 11,1111{ wnij now become chiefly educational. This 
"•"•' wn• noted by State Superintendent F'. G. Blair in 
I,"" w,illon lo Frank Hall in 1909, in which he said, 

h 1• "'' mud, eusier now to do the things that I have 
11 11•11"~"11 th»n it has ever been before, because the 
f wo ••' l11 1tlilule is acting as a $Ort of educational leaven 
11,~t ,H, •t• 1h~ ontire lump. W herever I go in Farmers' 
1,,ilOul • I fi11J the way prepared for sowing educational 

I 

M, 11 lti ulhdr stale• recognized the force with which 
••• 1•11,1h1nw M:ientific agticullure into every rural 

""""'Iv 111 llllno1M, During the last three years, he· 
,l 1111 v,~rnl ,H;1mrnlaelons from Governor Deneen to 
111 11,. 1'111t~ ol Illinois at various convent,ons. He 

''''"""'"'I 11 1l~la1111to to the Nationol CQrn Exposi­
; I l111•lin 111 1906. tc, the Farm.ere' National Con­
•1 Mk,ll•11r1 111 1'10(1, to the National Farm Lane! 

1 •I I Im 11w11 h1 I ()()CJ, 11nd he Wu• made a mem• 
11, I1h,uo11 ( ,1111 C,11nmi .. io11, <1f th~ National Con­

+1 ,uo1•■h:i11 • nut.I (\/ tha l!,,ct1,c,utive Comnlittee 
Ill · 11 I ""'"'" In wb, I, wltli l~o N~tlonnl Clvle 
lo, ii "' 1'11 11 

1,", I, ,I 111•nY 11111••• '" 11111 rilhN 110111, lr '""Ill' of 
I I 



the lile-l<1eson• he hnd lanrnetl to ~nubl~ c,il,N ptoplu 
to profit by hi• Cl(pcrienccs. 

In a lett~r 'received by the family after he had J?OSsed 
away, Hon. John Hamilton of the United State$ Depart­
ment of Agriculture at Washington said:-

" [ am unable to express rny regret at his loss. It is 
a personal bereavement as well as a g,·eat misfortune to 
the important Work in which he was engaged. His ab­
sence will be felt in many directions, particularly by those 
who are interested in the progress of ec:jucation among 
rural people. His service to the blind, great as it was, 
seems to me to have been fully equalled by that which 
he rendered to the great body of peQple living in the 
rural districts." 

In December, less than a month before the Crim 
Reaper came, Dr. C. C, Hopk,il\8 of Urbana wrote to the 
family:-

"lt is true that much , remains to bo done, especially 
along the lines of the application of science to agricul 0 

ture, which he <;ould help to bring about, particularly be­
cause of his rare ability to -put such material into truly 
pedagogic form; on the other hand, the world is deeply 
indebted to him and not he to the world, and any furthci 
work that he might be spared to do would only increase 
the obligation of us to him." 

0. T. Bright often said,- "Frank Hall is doing t\ 
gre,.ter e,Jucational work in Farmers' Institutes than any 
oth·er man in fllinois is doing in any capacity." 

Many men wrote him letters ()f cheer, after it ,...,as 
learned that his activities were at a:n end,- and every 
wotd of every letter was a comfort to him and to his 
family. A few th•t will represent the general tone of 
all, are given below : 

Dear Mr. Hall : 
Urbana, Ill., Dec. 23, 1910, 

At this time when hearts are touched with 
the Christ 11fe and with the spirit of good will toward 
men, my thoughts turn most lovingly toward my good 
friend in Aurora, whose ~octrine of service and whose 
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1111• 111 ilovntin11 tc, tl,nt l,l0111 hnv~ <111tle61 od him t!l n 
1111~1 nf [da1td~ 11II over tho c<111ntry, Y<1u have not only 
upeu~,l the <Yeo of the bllnd, l;,ut have brought light to 
th"•" who "hnvln11 eye&, yet did not see.'' Ag,-iculture 
<ow•• yciu much : the youth of the land are greatly in­
, I, litnJ lo you; all lllin()is honors you: and I-love you , 
I wi•h you your 'i>'ery best Christmas a nd your happ iest 
t~•w Y cpr, Affectionately y9ur,;, 

Fred L. Charles. 

State Normal & hool. President's Office, 
Platteville, Wis., Nov. 25, 1910. 

l\lly ,lanr Mr. Hall, 
Having recently learned of your illness, I 

.-rite to send you Thanksgiving greetings and to express 
111v hope a nd full expectation that you will soon be bat-
1111111, 1\8 you have so valiantly in the i,ast, for the ra­
ll11J111I education that promotes the art of right living. 

Yours Sincerely, 
W. ). Sutherland. 

I ••lorn Illinois State Normal School, President's Office, 
Charleston, Nov. 9, 1910. 

My ,!car Mr. Hall, 
Your card of November seventh came yes-­

l•r ol•y nnd 1 want to thank you very much for it. * • • 
Store Superintendent Blair was here yesterday and 

"'i.t •r•·~•cd a great hope that you would soon recover, us 
,t.,,, l1 no man who can do your work. I feel greatly com• 
11li,t1r11tcd that you took the stren gth to dictate this card. 
I "" 111hy not remember that I told you at the end of 
"' l11•1i1ute week that it had b~en a benediction to me 
I , I" l\flociated with you. I have even a livelier appre-
i.hu11 of that fact to-day, I am one of hun<:lreds of 

I" ntl• who are h oping for your speedy recovery. 

I 11 11 F ii end Hall, 

YourA sincerely, 
L. C. Lord, 

Stat~ Normal, Physics Department, 
Carbondale, Ill., Nov. 28, 1910, 

When 1s there a, better time to write a 
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letter of gratitude than about the season named by our 
executives for being thar,kful? 

Jt has been my great p leasure to serve in ten 
counties in conne.ction with the Farmers• Institute, and I 
.have three more in which to do my part. 

1 have been tremendously- I use the wori:I advis­
edlt - impressed with the growth of this movement, with 
its importance, so far .. reaching, and with the spirit of 
good fellowship so widely extant. While bigger hogs. 
stronger horses, richer milch cows, and larger yields· of 
the various farm crops have been emphasized and de­
monstrated in nearly every county, yet the yearnin11 for 
more Ii.le and a more abundant measure of life strikes 
me most forcibly. 

* * * * * 
To you; Frank Hall, to you more than any other 

is due the great advance made in this line of activity. 
I am grateful to you for what you have done to uplift 
the generation with which my children mast live, You 
have enriched the days yet to be for mine, by having 
made richer the daily life of those with whom they 
h8ive to associate. 

Man's real life is what he leaves behind him, physic­
ally, me111a lly, psychically, and y.our legacy is a rich one. 
You have made much- very much- of your chance in 
this world, and I want a:gain to thank you most heartily. 

Your sincere frlend, 
W. B. Davis. 

Northe!'Jl Illinois State Normal School, 
DeKalb, Oct. 4, 1910. 

My dear Frank Hall, 
Word has come to me of your illness and 

confinement at home. I have hoped to get over to see 
you. I rertainly hope others have been m(ire faithful 
than I, and have let you know ·what is in all our minds 
-regret and IQ6$ that you are not crowding your enthu­
sil!Sm and intelligence into your c hosen work of t~l\cll­
ing, For t~ache•· y,ou have nol ceaacd lo be, f(ll' nll the 
chan(I• in title. 

I hnrn, dt1nr I ll\ll1 hl'\uehnr und lll i>Jf\ 1' .. flntJnl lliluw, 
U\U M;t~r\l lnvr Jo11 YOH f n~ut M rntn ,,mu lu·mu, ttnil I tu,111 
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,m rvt:-rY breath of air. Jt's II in the air," l can assure 
V<JU the effluence of minds your touch has stimulated to 
"'',mtcr enmC3tness and clearer vislon and ete~dier pur­
(ll)f~. As )'OU are detained hom the .activities that have 
h,011 nud are your life, you're ,till busy; ideas born in 
vrrnr mind and sent out into the world are working. 
"'"' king incessantly. 1 hope you believe this, and that 
11110 lnith lightens the tedium of illness enforced upon 
v,m nnd Lringtt you joy even in weakness and pain. * * 

We assuredly hope and pray that strength may 
1 I111r to you sufficie.n.t for the continuance of yout past 
n, IIvI\Iot1 to aom~ d~gree. The cause of education needs 
, ,11 13• iure of our love and unceasing thought and 

".,,.t Je,ire for a comfortable, if not a full tide of 
I, ,lt1, 111 Llint over-tru<ed frame of yours. 

Ever moot siocerely yours, 
Newell D. Gilbert. 

11111 iu ,pite of the love- of the prayers-of the. hopes 
l,uu,1,~'1• of friends, Frank Hall's active life was at an 
I I lio •ririt will live as long as his friends live, ,and 

l,1, 1tdl11M11,•r will be felt far beyond this generation. 

I h I ,11,I 11h•olutely no fear of death- no dread of the 
,,. m \. tip to hifl laal co.nacious tnoment, he had the 
h· lttmqull, dµl'imistic. sane and unselfish outlook that 

,., 1-, ""'' Iii• whole life. His Cod W')S a just God 
I • l11v111t1 C ,o>d 1 ho knew that he would "Mver drift 

11,I I 111 lt>v~ nud care." A week or two before his 
11, I" ,,.~rrl tn h•vc Whittier'• "Eternal Goodness" 
I t , l,11o1 /\hN hettri11g the familiar words once ago'in, 

,., I ro 1, " I hot unr poem has in it a religion that'• 
1111uwh hi livd by, und 11'°.s good enough to die 
11, " lot ••k~tl fc,r 'The Mini11cr'• Daughter," and 

11 i1tll11 
1l\V,11li"rwomun1

1 Song.
0 

T hese were poems 
l, I,, "~' or 111n\!. J-liit copy ol Whittier is under, 

,, I .,,.,L.,1 1111 11 I• 11 •~crod herit1111e lo Iii• child­
I , I I ,r/1 ul 111• bouk• tit~ 10 unclorlinccl 11111( one 

1111,,.,~1, ht1 llhrMy ~nd rMllli n1nrkod r>•••· 
I , ank I lo,11. I h10,u11l, hl, horok• th• 

• lo• ,I lu• •l 1II •1ir•~• lu l110 M1111l1ly lriM11cl•. 
11 .. ~ .. Ill llllHIY Wl\VI, f"l\lf ti lhpuvh ,hf'II \lolf I 
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I• otillcJ, Mi• friend~ IIAv~ 1,oin~ te1tiimiuy ,.., hi• 1,1,~nl• 
n•~• in edtrc~tional d rolCl{I; in his fnmlly•oirole, h<O WM 
great<)r •till. 

Absolutely unself-ish, wholly loving; alway.a kind, he 
was indeed to ihem the greatest of the great; 1here was 
discipline in his home, but there. was indulgence. He 
was always fearful lest h/s· children should be dre88ed 
too well and thu·$ make poorer children envious ·and un• 
happy. He demanded sim1>licity in all thlngs,- but l,., 
granted every wish that hi; children ever made . when 
it was for their happiness and would not hurt anyone 
else. If they wanted skates or a pony ~nd cart, a 
story-book or a set of Shakespeare, he gave it IQ them. 
To his children and to his grand-children he stood for 
the epitome of generosity Md goodness. 

His four grandchildren were adored and adoring, 
always,-and never in all the years since there has been 
a grand.child, ha.s he retumed from even a one-day out• 
of-town trip with empty pockets I When it was time fot 
"Grandpa" to come. there were from one to three child­
ren watching for him and run ning to meet him, and no 
c,oun.ter-attra.ction was ever strong enough to keep them 
from him. As soon as he was within the house, the en• 
tire family gathered about him as about a shrine, to hear 
him tell of his trip: He never went away~ whether to ~ 
little village institute. to a National Convention, to meet 
a friend, or io shake hands with the President--without 
i.~Cquiring some new ideas.i learning some new fa'cts of 
irtter~st, $eeing t.h,ng$ in a new light, gaining insl)iratiol1 
of some kind. He was the fount from which his f~mily 
drew their daily inspiration. One could not live near 
l\im and not abiorl, something of his wonderful philoso. 
phy of life. 

''To know him was to Jove bimi" is a, sentence 
that has appeared over and over again in the letter• 
that have come to the family; and those who knew 
him best. loved him mo$!. He had friends "of low 
and high degre~;'· some of them can not even write 
their names, but they were no less the friends of Frank 
Hall than Governor Deneen and State Superintendent 
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lll•ir. It wno 11111 whKl ~ 1<""' M11ltl '"II th~t lntM­
.,,t,,,l Fn111k I lr1 l1 1 IL w111 wh~t h~ cou'icl do, If hr 
<'ouhl build • d,irt1M¥ t.hut woul!l "dn1w," if he could 
rni#e n hog thut wae hoaltlw, If he could clig a ditch 
i.het would drrun, if he could build a lire that would 
burn. if he coulcl " make two blades of l;lrass grow 
where one grew before," or if he could train a youth 
to become a goqd citizen! then that man was "onto 
his job,"- nnd the man that wa$ ''onto his job" was 
cducat~d-and Frank Hall believed in h im. 

Always ready to help those less fortunate than 
himself, frequent appeals were made to his sympathy 
and to" his purse. "Tramps'' seemed always to have 
had bis home •· spottecl "- and he never allowed one 
of the1n to he turned away hungry. He gave them 
l) chance to work for a meal, if they were so in­
clined (for he d id not bdi¢.ve in promi8Cuous and un­
organized charity,)- but work or not, they were welcome 
to food. In on,e instance, a tramp remained with hit'l'l 
for a full month, working in the g.arden and yard. 
He was given his meals, a p lace to sleep, and some 
clothe.s. a·nd at the end of the rnoni.. because he had 
worked steadily and well, Frank Ha.II .paid him thirty 
cl9llars. 

To him., all men were brothers. 
all the ·benefit of the doubt 

He gave them 

At one time while he was in the Jacksonville 
~hool for the Blind, the · Democratic paper of the. 
t;wn. seeking, political capital, ani1ounced in glaring 
head -Jines, . "Hall wines· and dines the niggers." \Vhen 
Frank Hall read the· announcement ho laughed, True, 
he had i.nvited a colored Senator, a , colored mini:ster, 
and a white editor to dinner the day before. He 
gave them no wine because he- haq none to give, 
and, co tell the truth, he d'id not know the men were 
Africans until they told him so at the dinner-table. 
T hey were not b lack and they talked well, and he 
ha\! not given a thought to their nationality. But 
color made no difference to him. He afterwards in• 
vited Booker Washington to visit him, - and Booker 
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\'llnahins tn11 ate al hie table nod ~le1~l i11 hlff 1,~J. 
Even "Bob," the fnrm-ha1>d, ha, e,,ten rMny n 010,d 
at Frank Hall's own table, because I<runk Holl looked 
not at the color of (he face, but at the heart. He 
recognized no class-no "ca6-te ;"-neither the color of 
a man's skin, the kiild of labor he perfonnei;l, nor 
lack of culture or book-learning made any difference 
in the degree of friendship with Frank Hall. If 
a man contributed to the well-being of the community 
in which he lived, no other recommendation was needed, 

While in Sugar Grove, a yourig Englishman ca_me 
to that village seeking work. Frank Hall know noth­
ing a~C:,ut him, but he had a general air of refine­
ment and earnestness of purpose. The young man 
~vas eager to go to school, but was obliged to earn 
a living, Frank Hall saw possibilities in him, and 
offered to lend him the money necessacy for him to 
"go through" school, The young man accepted the 
offer. In 1885. after he was 11raduated and was earn­
ing enough money to make the first payment on the 
loan, he wrote lo his brother in London about it. T he 
brother replied, ·;_:-Vhat a brick th,it man Hall must be 
to have been so kind lo a perfect stranger. l should 
li.ke to shake hands with Such a man. and hope I may 
some day. Such genuine characters are awfully few 
and far between." 

Three years ago a young, highly ~ducated, J;,panese 
agriculturist was sent to this country to study Amerlcan 
methods of d,1irying. Through the Japanese Consul, he 
came to the Hall & Hall farm and worked for his board for 
se,veral months. in order tq gain practic~) experience 
in the use of mi lking - machines «ni:l in other dairy. 
work. From here he went to other model farms or 
dairies, and a year or so later entered the Ohio Agri­
cultural College to take up some work of which he 
(eh th ~ need before returning to his own country. In 
Ohio be was t$ken ill and found himself y,ithout fonds· 
- and far from home. Among all tl,e friends he had 
made during' his four yearn in the United States (and 
he had made many) be felt that the one lo whom he 
could appeal for financial a[d was Pr~nk Hall. He 
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1111hd fut ,1 luu11 11111\ lt WM 11rn1110<I ,u,;I tu 1111 
, ",Iii h~ ii ,.,,Id, it hn, •ioo~ he~n pnld in hill, 

I hu• il WM all tlm ,ui;h f runk H1Jil'•. life, l!ven 
111• lnmily Jld not know of the multitude of answen 
wh l~h he rnnde to he lp-appeals until they found lel­
t •1• 11nd recoipts in his files, t<1llii,g the •tory. A few 
lni,no we,·e never paid,- b\1l Frank Hall had the Christ• 
J,k~ characreristic of being able to forget things that 
wnrc best fol'gotte11:. He bore no malice~ he never ln 
h1, life sought redress for any wrong, from the. law; 
l,,. simply trusted men,- and his e njoyment and happl-
11~•• l11 this loving trust far outweighe~ his small money 
101868. 

Frank Hall was a teacher- and more, He often said 
with Emerson, "Not what we teach, but what we are ; 
lor whether we will or not, character teaches over our 
heads," 

Kind words. generous acts, inflexible integrity,- these 
I hings made up the character of the man who fo,11ot 
himself in service for his-fellows. And through his force­
( ul personality, these things were taught daily to PI.\Pil$, 
friends, and family, With his great heart always over­
n()wing with sympathy and loving comprehension, he was 
often asked to talk at the funeral of some friend. His 
own words, written for such an occasion more than thirty 
,Years ago, now vo.ice the feelings of his countless friends 
uncl his family :-

11\Ve look up in our anguish-we (:ry out in despair­
our reason cannot understand it- our judgment refuses to 
Dl)Pl'ove it. Oh, here comes in the necessity for faith.­
not that blind faith which opens wide its mouth. and un­
hesitatingly swallows the most unreason·able dogmas, but 
I.hat faith which simply l)'Oes beyond reason-that begins 
whe re reason leaves off-which fastens to reason at one 
encl and to Cod at the .o.ther- that is a part of the rope 
that bind$ us to the infinite Creator~ that is a part oJ the 
ladder by which we may ascen.d and dtaw near to the source 
of infinite LOVl:c. G;oe us thal faith. God g1•anJ that we 
may all possess it·- and that it may be like an anchor 
to the soul, sure and steadfast, which reaches to thRt 
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within the veil, God give us faith with which to supple­
ment out weak and unerring reason." 

Besides the scores of letters and telegrams w hich 
brought comfort to the aching hearts of those who 
loved him so, heart.felt re'Jolutions were received from 

Aurora Post, No. 20, G. A. R. 
Daughters of V c terans. 
West Aurora Farmers Club. 
McHenry County Farmers lnstitote. 
Henry County Farmers' Institute. 
Winnebago County Farmers' Institute. 
Will County Farmers' Institute. 
Kane County Farmers· Institute. 
Illinois State Farmers· Institute. 
College of Ag·riculture, University of Illinois. 
Com Growers' ConvCntion. 
Social and Mutual Advancement Association •of the 

Blind. 
Jacksonville School for the Blind. 
Illinois Educational Commission. 
Old Second National Bank. 

A fow of the letters and telegrams receivecl after 
Frank Hall's death seem to the family too good to be 
kept selfishly to themselves. T here 'VCte too many to 
be printed in fuU, - too many even for enumeration, but 
these few can not be withheld . 

"Few men have had so marked an influence on me. 
Few men, if any, have ma.de such lasting impre5sions. 
His judgment was always so unerring, his kindness of 
he~rt so constant, that hi~ ·co1.mseJ and advice were n1ost 
valuable. Knowing him from my early childhood, I al­
ways looked upon him as my teacher. While he ceased 
to be my school-teacher many years ago, he never ceased 
to be my teacher in the great busy world J and I know 
that I exp ress the feelings of hundreds of others. 

Mr. Hall seemed to get so much out of life; seemed 
to enjoy his great work so thoroughly that he was to me 
the greatest inspiration to do good and thorough work. 
I remember so well how how muoh he wa, pleased with 
a little newspaper clippinu I gave him once, div,ding flu, 
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people into two classes, the lifter$ and the leaner>. He 
asked to take the clipping with him, and I thought at the 
time what n complete lifter he was an,d how he had 
never been a leaner. I shall miss him in any walks of 
life. His place is one that is the hardest kind to fi ll." 

William Geofll'e, 
President Old Secoird National Bank of Aurora, 

"We cannot est:mate his loss to the educational 
work. and to that special field of the blind in which 
his gifts made such progress possible." 

S. M. Green, 
Superintendent Missouri School for the Blind. 

"The members of the Mutual Advancement Asso­
ciation for the Blind feel that your loss is theirs. To 
every member of our society- to every blind person 
of every state of the Union-the loss is great. We 
loved him as a friend ; we moµrn his departure; we 
honor his memory. He proved the embodiment of 
the idealistic conceptjon of one's higher natu.re." 

Dr. Ella Friebel, 
Correspo11ding Secretary M. A. A B. 

"His friendship is one of the assets of my life. 
Hia enthusiasm, energy, and earnest purpose in educa~ 
tion have helped boih the teachers and the people of 
Illinois." 

George A. Brown, 
Editor "School and Home Education." 

"I have known Mr. Hall for many years and to 
know him was to admire and love him. He was one 
of the most \ln$elfish men I have ever known. For a 
,,umber of years he ha~ been a contributor to the 
C\'lurnns of my journal a11d his ;,rticles were invariably 
pr1.1ctfoal and helnful. He has done a great work for 
the li!lhool• of this country.'' 

ti 

C. M. Parker, 
Editor "School N.,ws." 



"He i« not dMd ho io livln11 rl~J1t 11 0w 111 thio 
world in the hearts aod lives of the poopl~ who knew 
him- for no One who knew him even slightly but wns 
a better and stronger man or woman fot having known 
him. Those who were so fortunate as to be numbered 
among his friends will have something to help and in­
spire them for the rest of their lives- the memory of the 
grandest man they ever knew:" 

Mary C. Easterly. 

"I do not know how anyone could know him 
and not love him- so unselfish, so high-minded, so for­
getful of self and so ready to do for others. It was a 
noble life and a blessed heritage to leave. We esteemed 
him beyond words-we feel a personal loss. 

I remember the old days in Sugar Grove when we 
used to d rive out Sundays and spend the day-some­
times in the woods when he would read a sermon to 
us and then we would have our lunch there. And so 
many other times all through my life in Illinois, when 
our family and yours have met in that delight/ul friendly 
way with perfect understanding. 

And I have always been so proud when Mr. Hall 
agreed with me on any subject,- feeling sure, when he 
did. th<1t I was right." 

M. Alice Burton. 

'' Joy and hope, larg'er purpose and firmer fa,th 
sprang up wherever he went. I hav~ never known 
a more lovable man." 

N. D. Gilbert. 

" How useful his life has been will never be told, 
for after the telling new inRuences for good, from him, 
will constantly be formed. All of us who knew him, 
greatly and gratefully loved Professor Hall." 

F'. D. Winslow. 

" He has done more for public education m our 
State than any other person of his day." 

W. L. Steele, 
Superintendent of Galesburg Public Schools. 
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"F!••nk 111111 w~• onr uf @r l'~nlly 11rMI IMII, a 
mn~IQ1 i,1 everrthinQ h~ und~rtook, ' I he wholr, licld 
,,I ed11c111i11n WM enlorged nnd enriched l,y his thought 
1111d work, Hia monumont is built in the hearts and 
mi11ds of our people." 

F. C. Blair, 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 

" I have always regarded him as one of our strong 
nnd safe teachers. l bave quoted him often and often 
told of the fruitful day I spent with him when he .gave 
me a glimpse of a lull and opulent life of work and 
love. Such men are at onee the inspiratioh and des­
pair of us -yot.Jnger men who aspire to more than 
ordinary achievement. 

I am particularly proud of the record of a m.an 
who held the same religious faith, whose life is a shin­
ing example of a religiou that places service, liber~ 
and unselfishness above rit\lalism, superstition and the 
mean and narrow creeds of the multitude. A good 
life is of the eternal things of God." 

H. A. Bereman, 
Editor "The Fann Magazine," Omaha, Nebraska. 

"I need not eulogize him. His life spoke, and 
will forever speak fot him. must say, though, th>ll 
he was one of the best men I ever knew. He has 
been an inspiration to thousands who will carry on 
the works, so many works, he so grandly began. I-le 
died a victim to his devotion to the common people, 
just as truly as did Jesus, or any of the other Great 
Ones. He belonged in that class, and not one of them 
did his work more fai thfully and well than he. l shall 
miss him in a hundred ways. as will all the rest of his 
w9tld. * ,r. * * 

As you mourn, be comforted by this- that it was 
given to you to live so close to so ~reat a man for 
so long a time. The. world never saw " better, nob.., 
ler husband, father, and lover than he. I sympathize 
with you to the utmost : but, more than that, I con• 
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gmtulate you that it was yours to live so close to one 
of God's ownest own.'' 

William Hawley Smith. 

At the fuo.eral service~ held in the New England 
Congregational Church of Aurora, Ulinois, on January 
nhh, 19 11, four of F rank Han:., friehds •l'ld co-work­
ers gave short talks. Before leaving the home at 48 7 
North Lake Street, Rev. Orville Petty said; 

"During many golden years Frank Haven Hall has 
come and gone from th is home on his errands of endless 
love, \Ve lin11er for a moment here in this family circle 
he brightened with his smiles and '181lCtified with his 
service, ere we travel through the cold to the longer 
service and the last sad rites to voice our appreciation of 
his princely character and life, to pour our tears of tribute 
at his bier and gather strength in p(ayer. 

"Eternal Goodness, our Father and our father's God, 
comfort and strengther, us in th,y love and keep the cold 
and gloom of this winter-day Ollt of our lives." 

Dear God of our years, J)lake up to us this awful 
loss ! Thou hast made the father-love we miss; be a 
tender father lo these children bereft of a father's coun­
sel and help. Thou art tne royal comrade of the lonely 
life; walk closely with this broken-hearted wile. TI1ou 
art the Great Educator of hungry souls; commune gently 
with these sail colleagues of hewic days. 

We thank thee for the simple, beautiful, unselfish, 
heroic, magnetio life of thy servant-our friend anil gui<)e. 
Grant us in our sorrow the hope and peace that he al. 
ways expressed jn speech and Jtf~. and in the memory 
of h[s Ch ristian nohUity and holy service, and in that 
conaeiousness of Eternal Love which he shared and show. 
ed to all may- we find grace and strength for this sad 
hour. We rest our achin(I hearts with Thee in ·the spirit 
of the Golden Teacher whose work our friend carried 
on and whose ·spirit he e~cmplified. Amen." 

The brief talks given at the church follow, 



Tennyson·• ''Crossing the Bar .. , set to music by Harry 
R Detweiler and sung by Herman Barnard, being given 
after Prof. Bayliss a address. 

0. T. BRIGHT 

"lt ts nigh unto thir(y years ago that I met Frank 
Hall, and as you may imagine, it was at a teachers' 
meeting. It was in the little village of Sandwich. Mr. 
Hall occupied the platform for the evening·• address, and 
through all the years since I have remembered well the 
burden of that discourse. It was a plea for better life 
for the men and women on the farms. Well I remember 
his vivid picture of the unlimited toil, the absence of 
good cheer and of inspiration and joy which should go 
with work. I also remember how startled I w~ when 
he cited the relation of the vast number of women in 
our insane asylums. to the deadening inlluence of form 
drudgery. It is different now, you know, from 
what it waa thirty years as:O ; but one sentence, 
one round of words he used, I have thought of 
m,my times as so descriptive of the sordid farm con­
ditions which he was portraying: 'To be able to buy 
more land to raise more com lo feed more hogs to buy 
more land to raise more corn to feed more hogs." The 
whole is so wonderfully descriptive and so indicative 
tbrou11h sound ns well as sentiment. I met him again 
al teachers institutes ~nd I think I may safely say that 
there is 1'10 other influence, wlth the exception of our nor­
tnal schools, in the stale which has s'o improved the 
ch,,ractcr of teaching as teachers' institutes and I believe 
that I may also safely say that Frank Hall was prince of 
these institutes. He was wanted. up and down the length 
nnd breadth of the state and had two or three times 
11• many calls as he could fill, but he did what he could 
11nd the inspiration of his teaching in these institutes 
reached thousands and thousands of teachers in these 
y~»ra, nnd tens of thousands yes, hundreds of thousands 
or Qhildren through the teachers. I knew him in his 
wo1•lc in Auror!). both as superintendent and class teacher. 
Wh~th~t lu, tau11h1 y oung men and young women, or 
lit1 lr ~hlldrt•n, n,• 11111~1>1 l~Mhel'II how to loncl, it seornea 
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o.11 one, to him, l le wM 111n1tnr c,( ti,~ n,t , At 1>no limr,, 
I brought more than half ol the tc11thc1.,. 10 my •1\V n 
school to get the inspimrion of the achoo! in Aurora, 

I-le told me he !hought of going to Jacksonville 
und I had a long talk with him about it and wondered 
how ·he, a schoolmaster, the same as I in some ""ay&, 
could think of teaching the blind. He said, 'Bright, I 
think I can do it.' How he did do it I will not pretend 
to say. Nobody cM describe his work, his inspiratiot1, 
his success - nobody could see him with a class 
or with an audience of blind children <1nd men · and 
WQri'len without tears of gratitude that such a man lived 
and taught. lt was wonderful. The fame of the instructor 
of the Jackso,wllle Institute was not confined to Illinois, 
not confined to the United States, it spread all over the 
civilized ivorld and it was because he knew how to 
teach. the gtea/est thing any man or woman can know. He 
saw the nece$Sity for the blind to be able to express them­
selves easily and rapidly in writing. He studied and dreamed 
by day and by night.. Then came the invention of the 
little typewriter. He wisho,l to hefp as many poor blind 
children as possible and the one thing he insisted upon 
was that no royalty should come to him from any patent 
but that the price should be made as low M possible in 
order that blind children might provide themselves with 
this greatest of inventions for the blind. This, friends, 
was Frank Hall. I knew him afterwards when he went 
to Waukegan, I never heard Frank Hall -utter any word 
of bitterness about any man or woman, but be had no 
words strong enQugh to express his contemi,t for the 
dis~raceful politics which drove hint away from the great 
work which be did at Jacksonville. It w;1s bad when 
practiced by Democrats but worse when practiced by 
Republicans because he was ·• Republican, He loved 
bis ivork and he did such wonderful work among the 
blind, and at the Worlds' Fair in Chicago the Conference 
'for the teaching of the Blind pronounced him the fore­
most tnan of his time in that respect. 

The school~ in W a.ulegan were in need of a leader 
for their schools, For four years he worked among the 
school• in thi, town of ten or fifteen thousand people that 
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l,nd 1,M., o, 1111l nMd flf inttplrntlu1111I wo,•k, I h· 11•keJ 1111· 

1111'()01~ to W,111k~w•1,111 lh~ fir.I 11rMhin1in11 nl hio hi11h ~e ho(1I 
clhH, Thcic. wore, twelv~ glrle ;,. the claM M I romem­
lior, nol u boy. We talked late that night and he said, 
'Orighl, I will have boys In that class.' He called me 
nQ'ain to meet the grad\lmion of his fourth class and 
I here were sornething lik,e 60 or 70 in the cla~. The 
town had not grown, but the school had, Over ·half of 
the 60 or 70 were boys. He said, 'I told you I "{O\lld 
tlo it,' It was always so. He saw things in such a big 
~\lay and there was ·no occasion, he was not equal to. 
After Waukegan l\e went back to Jacksonville until again 
crowded out by politics. Then he became Superintend• 
cnt of Farmers Institutes. He did great work among the 
fanners, bringing ihem into more in1elligent relation with 
their OWi\ work and making the farmers schools a fea­
ture of the Farmers Institutes. The work which he under­
took and which he accomplished was enormous. Th1> 
strength of no man could meet iti He tried to do too 
much,-tried to do more than he could do, or than 
any man could do. He worked too hard, and the result 
was inevitable. E.ven his splendid strength could not 
stand it, and he broke under the strain. -But the spirit 
and inspiration whioh he put into his- work are stall here 
and here t·hey will remain. 

Friends, I think the standard of greatness, which we 
accord to any man, should be determined by the 1.1seful­
ne•• of the work which he has done for his fellow men. 
Judged by this standard, Frank Hall's greatness is un­
questioned. It will occupy a high place in the annals 
of this state. And what a friend he was, I have 
known few such friends and he had that all too rare 
quality of letting one know that he appreciated and 
love<\ him as a friend. He has the gratitude of the 
children he taught, the gratitude of the teachers whom 
he has helped up and down the •late; the gratitude of the 
blind children w),om he raised into greater happiness ; 
the gratitude of the farmers up and. down the state whom 
he assisted to a more l'aiional life. ls it too much .to say 
that Fran k Hall as a great citizen of Illinois, judged by 
any standard which we moy set up. occupies a place 
n1ost unique?" 



ALFREO BAYLISS 

A disciple and follower,-though often at a great 
distance,- for more .than thirty years: indebted more 
to him d uring much of that fime than to any other 
for suggestion and inspiration,-what can I say here? 

Whether at Sugar Grove, revolutionizing the chief 
industry of a township with a dollar's worth of test 
tubes: at Petersburg introducing the simple device of 
"supplementary" books in teaching little children to 
read : here in Aurora as so many of you remember 
him well ; at Jacksonville in the unsurpassed work 
which gave him the world-wide title of "Friend of the 
Blind;" in those fruitful four years at Waukegan pend­
ing his recall to Jacksonville, or in these last strenuous 
years of mediation betwcc\i ih e scientific farming of the 
great experiment stations and the practical farmera, 
Frank Hall was always a leader-a superb teacher of 
teachers. 

As such his strength was due to the same quali­
ties th at made him great as a man. He had an a l­
most prophetic clearness of vision, great skill in expo .. 
sition. cou.rage to state the truth as he saw it, 
- a nd that prime q uality of great hearts, - patience 
to wait for those who could not at once see what he 
saw. From those early days at Sugar Grove to his 
successful attempt to b ind together the university Qt>d 
the \vorking fom1ers, utiliting the other State schools 
as a channel of communication b etween them, he taught 
the doctrine of Education for Service ; that it is not 
what a man gel$ but what he earns that determines 
his value to societx. He seemed to have adopted, or 
w!OQght out for himself, that fine notion of Carlyle's 
about human dignity. There are two men to honor, 
and no third,- the hard handed, weather- beaten crafts­
man, whos~ reward .is so often scarcely more tha:n 
the indispensable daily bread, and the toiler for the 
spiritually .in,;llspen!\flble, the bread of life. These two 
d ignifies he tomblned as few of us ~ucceed in doing, 
and thus approached the highest possiple expression of 
humanity. Could he bave had his way, no man with 
<,~1pacity for knowledge would ever hove been ollowe,l 

,1tt 



to d ie ignora.nt of any essential truth. To this e11d 
and for the p romulgation of his high conceptiori of 
life's values no man ever wrought with more sincerity 

than he. 
This change we call death may be but a dream• 

less sleep. About that we cannot know yet. It is 
better to believe that because the soul of man /$ it 
must continue to be, and that in the undiscov,:red future 
tl,ose who have been friends here shall somehow and 
somewhere rneet again. 

In his friendships, as in all other relations of life. 
this man to whom we say farewell for a time, was 
kind, g:enet'ous, and true. The commonwealth of Illinois 
owes him gratitude for gre,u service and praise for 
good work well done. 

FRED H . RANKIN 

A rare spirit has finished his work among men and 
departed from the earlh. Nature makes no duplica)es 
of men like Frank H. Hall. Scholar, educator. author, 
inventor and farmer. he saw with clearer outlook and 
broader vision than most men the undeveloped possibili­
ties of American Agriculture and the opportunities for the 
citi,en farmer. No man has been more closely identi­
fied with the recent ~gricultural development of Illinois, 
especially in .the work of the State Farmers Institute than 
was our departed friend. He loved the land and the 
things of country life even as the poet loves nature O'r the 
artist loves fom1 and color. He thought clear\:); and saw 
the t-remendous econom,ic consequence of right' and wrong 
educational policies when given application to the pro­
ductive industries, more e$pecially agriculture. His thought 
WilS along original lines and he saw the new richness ol 
life and the possibilities of ~ocational training more closely 
than most men, even of his own generation. His kno.,.,­
lcdge of agriculture and agricultural education in all its 
various ph11Se• was so intimate and profound that he was 
regarded ae an uuthority. 

$1,oken or written words will not adequately tecord 
th~ <111conooiauA influence of n 1100d m~n·• life, In every 
l(nncl 1111\11·• Ii/,,, tlu;ru is 11\wny• on unpurpoaed class of 
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:results which perchance may not be in his life's plan, 
which are not included ill any inventory, which canno\ 
be bequeathed in making his will, the history records of 
which cannot be w,itten. I 'have in mind !hat \lllCOnsci­
ous unintentional influence which in a good shong man's 
life aggregates more in the end th~n purposed results. 
None of us can say .to what extent this potent inRuence, 
emanating from the life of our friend, has been a factor 
in directing the lines of our 9wn lives. Many of us re­
call what his untiring efforts have accomplished for the 
State F<1rme1s' Institute during these recent years. His 
splendid ability carved out and made the way clear for 
certain plans and improvements concerning w"hich some 
of us were perchance in d9ubt. His faithfulness to every 
trust, his zeal looking to the building up of true manhood 
on a high plane, has been as true as the needle to the 
pole. His voice, his pen, his intelligent ability, have been 
inRuences which went for the bettennent of young people 
and the development of American agriculture. 

To develop thee agriculture of the country, to make 
farm life pleasant, to educate the farm boy and far)TI girl 
to a better conception of tl,e manifold advantages of farm 
life. to impress upon tlie country the va11.1e of science in 
agricultwe, all this and more made up the life work of 
this good man whose influence extended far beyond the 
borders of our State, af\d which is, to my mind, the chief 
,>$$Cl which he has accumulated and which has made his 
life an e.xemplification of Doctor Johnson's motto :-1 Tis 
better to live rich than to die rich," He loved his friends; 
he loved men and men loved him. His was one of those 
rare characters that now and then are J;>ermitted to go up 
and down among us to show us ,vhat a rnan can be. 

A single incident sometimes reveals the inner life of 
a man. Once, while traveling together, 1 asked him this 
question : "In your range of reading, what book has 
made the gre;>fest impression .in directing your life-work?~ 
.His reply was something like this, "I can best answer 
that question by relating what seems to ine one of the 
most impressive as weU as pathetic in~to.nccs fo aU the 
range of modern biography. One of the 11reate,t RnglM, 
writers W>\$ nearintt fnflt brink from which th~ 11tmo•1 
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that human love ancl skill had failed to turn his faltering 
footsteps. F' or a generation previous his name had been 
a household word and his work. both with tongue and 
pen had been so enobling that when aa a last resource 
his physicians ordered a trip south, tl,e Government was 
glad to place at his disposal one of the finest vessels in 
the fleet. Bt.11 there was no way of staying the grave, 
ward progress of that poor over-worked body a11d one 
summer morning, back. at the Abbotsford again, which 
he loved so dearly, Sir Walter Scott lay before the cen­
tral window of his library, looking out upo11 the waters 
of the river Tweed and expressed the wish that his son• 
in-law should read. 'F rort\ what bookr asked Mr. Lock­
har~ looking around at the shelves in whose priceless 
treasures their owner had been wont to find such delight. 
'Need you ask,' was the hall reproving reply. 'There is 
but one book, there is but one book.'" Said Mr. Hall, 
''fhis is the best ,mswer I can give to your queslion." 
Thus was reflected the inner life and faith of our friend 

• whose famlliarity with the "one book" was perhaps greater 
than those who casually met him reoli2.ed. 

True indeed it is that while the pulses of life beat 
strong, history may absorb, poetry captivate and fiction 
delight us, but when we come to face the inevitable, as 
we all musi sooner or later, then the most brilliant of 
history, the most beautiful <>f poetry and the most absorb­
ing of fiction shrivels into insignificance and the funda­
mental truths c-0ntained with,in this book. which was the 
"rule and guide of the conduct" of our ftiend, stand forth 
alone as tho only sure foundation of faith and hope. 

Thus we would pay tribute to his nobility of char­
acter, to his high ide~ls of every-day cluty, his eminence 
as an educator and his worth as a m~n. "Soft b,e the 
winter's snow and the summer rains which fall upon his 
grave." To his immediate family, the loss is gTeatest 
and we most deeply sympathize with them, However, 
they have the consolntion that he lived a life which com, 
mundcd_ the re.pect, the admiration and the confidence 
of his fello,v citizens, Thew know that after all the sleep 
lntn which ha hne follen is l,ut a sleep from whicl, he 
will w11k~n in ~ hriKh\cr and b~ttcr world where pain 
nod • ie:k11tt11t '"HN' n,()1 in, 



JOHN W . COOK 

Frank Hall WllS • divinely anointed pioneer. The 
fever of the scout W'!S in bis bloo.d. He was alwAys 
scanning far h9rizons for the coming of new light and 
joyfully bailed it as it kindled its first beacon fires on 
the high hills. When the standard bearers went forward 
to mark the new lines w9n by the l overs of the truth 
they founcl him already there or l>Y their side. 

Some seeming contra.dictions in his nature were but 
the ma,k;, of its largeness. He was an idealist to the 
core yet he was the prophet of the practical. A thinker 
and a seer of vision$ yet he was forever harnessing his 
thought to the loaded wagons of the world and u1•ging 
his visions upon the humblest toiler. He came with a 
new philosophy of work, an irradiation of the labor of 
tbe hands by reason, a w:innin~ of the Oppulent approv­
al of Nature by obedience to her laws. 

In the elder days of the world tbe teacher was the 
commanding figure of his time, The leader of the people 
embodied the race genius aod gave voice to its uncon­
scious aspiration. In the modem world there is as wide 
a space for those whom Cod has touched and awaken­
ed to a wonderful sense o f power. But other fields are 
so bewilderingly enticing that the voices of the children 
are lost in the tumult of the time. It was a gracious i,iif t 
of Heaven that led this rnan lo the school. He was so 
clear-eyed, so free from the trammels of tradition, so in­
/used with gentleness, S9 sustained by faith in his fellows 
and so inspired by lhe radiance of hope I There is no 
child that ever was his pupil but celebrates the happy 
chance that brought l1im into that vitalizing contact. 
Who can count the altars upon which his name is writ­
t~n and whose h(Cs will never go out until memoey 
shall lose her gracious empire in the soul. One co,ud 
not go where he had been without finding the air electric 
from the magic of his presence. A more abu.ndant life, 
a richer unfolding of the world, a gladness in lhe face, 
an intentness in the eye, a joy in acoornpHshment.-these 
were the invariable m«nifestations of his wonderful min­
isti-y. 

Whatever door of opportunity may h ,1vo opene,:l to 
this ardent spirit I feel thaJ I cannot b1> in ~o:or in 8'\y, 
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ing that his life with the ch ildren of the dark was l.n the 
happiest ac~ord witl\ all of the impulses of his nature. 
Their helplessness lll?Pealed to him like the voices of lost 
wanderers in the night. His humanity responded to the 
pathos Qf their unhappy fate as lhe needle turns to the 
distant pole. For them his genius for invention bent it­
self to the supreme tosk <>f producing new tools \o take 
the place, of those sightless orbs that were closed to the 
wonder of the revealing )ight. And here, as everywhere, 
he far outran the limits of the ordinary man. It often 
seemed to me as if he had but to confront a pl'oblem 
with his fel'tile intellect to have it drop into its elements 
as if touched by a magic solvent. Ancl it was not a lone 
the children of his own immediate solicitude that were to 
profit by his sympathetic skill, hut a ll who live · in the 
shadow land of that gre~t afRiction. And his free gift 
of the child of his brain to those for whom it was created 
excited slight comment from those who knew him well. 
"Noble$$• oblige." He could do no other without a vlc;,la­
tion of the fundamental principle out of which his life 
emerged as the plMt• he loved grew out of the seeds. 
And as the sensitive fln~ers of the bltnd press upon the 
lines of the books thaJ he made for them and as the 
page• leap into meaning and the welcoming hands of- the 
great and. good and beautiful of a ll lands and all times 
beckon these patient and dependent wards of ot1r phiJ. 
anthropy into their 1ine colnl"i)de.ry, with what overflow­
ing gl'atitude their hearts will turn to him who did so 
much to make it all an easy possibifity. 

Wlwn he. left the children to the care of ,i life-time 
friend it was only to go to another1 liberating ministry. 
In these last years of a life ove1·f!owi11g with service he 
has 11'tade a perrnunent place; for himself in the annals 
of the commonwealth he loved. 

The years will fare QI> as they h1.vc done since the 
morning of the worlcl. f:'.ach of us will play his part, 
th~ curtain will fall and the stage be tena1,tless, but he 
will have a sure immortality in I.he hearts of G6d's afllicted 
one& l hnve but to close my eye.i to the in&istent page• 
nnt l)f thi, day to hav-c an 11bidin11 vision of bis familil\r 
li11111'<', 1111 ,anllitivb fo~e i9 full of lhnt smiling b"nignity 
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that. we knew so well. About him are the happy child­
ren busy with their tasks. Clasped in his strong hands 
are the trusting hands of those who never saw the glory 
of a dawn nor the solemn majesty of the spangled vault 
of night, but into whose dadi.ness hs>s come another world 
of beauty through his revealing touch. About him are 
the youth and maturity and old age of those who live 
with the limd and who 'have learned from his wisdom 
and been inspired by his idealism and who pay him the 
grateful tribute of thankfulness. And thus we all shall 
see him to the end, if end there be. May it be our 
happy fortune to meet hirn again on some fair- ~orning 
on the evergreen hills of God where no blight of sick­
ness will ever dim the shining of his face. 

I de•ir~ to. lay upon the threshold of that sanctuary 
witi)in which his dear ones live with their beautiful 
memories some simple expression of the love I bore him. 

0 . A. F'ETT:f 

These tender sentences of genuine regard from the 
hearts of life-long friends are but echoes of the splendid 
man whose de;ith we mourn, but whose life is a part 
of the best we are and hope to be. Frank Hall was 
infinitely more to his friends than they can say of him 
to-day. Our best attempts to honor his memory are 
but trembling overtoMs of the songs that he 6trit sing­
ing through our li ves. His spiri~ was too noble and 
his deeds loo great for wordr, lo magnify. I think bet­
ter of myself when J claim him as my frieod. It was 
so eiisy to love him and. so hard lo let him go. l 
reach out for words ·which I cannot see for my tears, 
-and all that I can touch are inadeq uate and cold. 

Aurora's "first citizen" is dead and we stag11er as 
the hand-clasp is broken and we 1JY lo stand a lone I 
Prof. F'rattk H aven Hall wa• a brave soldier, a loyal, 
loving husband and father, an honoree;! citi~en, an un­
aelfish inventor, a fearless -pioi,eer, an enthusiastic edu­
cator, an intelligent Christian, and an in:,inortal fric::nd. 

ln_ tl,e hour of o,1t nation'• peril be dnr~d to lov~ 
his country lp the, edKe of donth, end wl\f•JI th,, "w111 
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d rum throbbed no longer" he was a heroic. apostle of 
peace. His home life was simple, serene, divine. He 
wo.s an indulgent comrade ol children and grand-child­
ren and the galh1nt companion of his gentle partner 
the full length of the darkest and hardest day. True 
to his life-purpose of unselfish service he refused to 
profit by his inventions fot the bljnd. He read the 
signs of tho times ; he followed the gleam, ever pur­
suing a /lying goal. When others held back for 
fear some moral enterprise would not "pay.'' Frank 
Hall, Cod's pioneer, pushed on only asking, "ls it 
right?'' Friend of the Great Educator and pupil of 
the Galilean Teacher he taught his pupils not ''the les­
son;" imparting his own passion, he made the quest 
of tnith magnetic through his inspiring love. His faith 
in a God-of-.love was radiant ; it waR reverent, rationaL 
and regal in its simple majesty. His God was the God 
of the Open Mind and the Prophet of Nazareth was 
the Prince of Progreas:-a Prince whose spirit he 
shared anti whose task he tried to complete as he 
"went about doing good." 

Eternal Goodness rdgned in the heart of this good 
man and made hiin a sane optimist and a superio'r 
friend. The degree of om acqu<1intance is the mea­
sure of our loss. Those sorrow most who knew bim 
be~ He sent the sunshine of his smile into so many 
lives tha! when the clouds gathered athwart his sky 
letters came to him from almost every state in the 
union and from c11ery count,y in lllinois. Mame pil­
grims have traveled lar just to hear his yoice and 
touch his hand and to glimpse that glow of heaven 
that even his w,;,sted features wore: they came be­
cause in his love and inspiration and service he had 
gone so for into their lives and had led them so for 
into larger living. 

Pr1>f, Hall is thrice immortal I He is still living 
among us in the life and character and promise oE 
ch ildren and gra,nd-ohildren, sacred, glorious immortal­
ity I He still lives in our hearts and ,n our civiliza. 
tion (hrouBh his worthy inspiration 'Ind notable achieve­
rnenlw, n typo of immortality at once )n,man and di-
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vine. He is still living beyond the border-land in that 
"dim unknown" where Eternal Goodness continues to 
unfold his soul in camaraderie and common task I He 
helped the blind to see, he inspired the helpless to 
achieve mastery, he kind led hope in hearts that had 
failed, he made truth magnetic and his passion to serve 
contagious, he lifted quietly and loved patiently, and 
while he labo,·ed thus and walked with Cod, though 
his body wQre out, his soul grew too big a.nd strong 
to d ie I 

Dear friends, as you look upon the dear dead face 
and sob out yol,lr hea<\$ in lone liness, we stand close 
by in sympathy, and in a real sense share your loss. 

May the fragrant memories of thi$ great unselfish 
life, the mystic tenderness of Eternal Love and th<, as­
smarl.ce of immortal hope bring you strength and peace 
and break of day I 

Begot and nurtured in the state of Maine, 
In early life he sought the new-fou nd West 
And gave to it of manhood's years the best; 

Whate' er the task naught could his zeal restrain, 
Large was his heart as well a. rich his brain: 

What love of student nature filled his breast 
A thousand ·ea!(er memories will attest 

As long as schools and school-days shall remain. 

Into this lifo lt was my lot to stray 
And {o,· two yeaIS be molded by his mind­

With growing years I've grown to bless that d~y 
And know fha~ childhood's fo\<)$ to me were kind, 

And graven large on memory's soul-lit wall 
I treasure !)Ye the name of F'n,rik H, l·lnll, 



I Reprint from "Outlook 

of January, 19 11. 
lor the Blind." 
Pittaburg, Pa.] 

On January 3, 1911, alter some mon1hs ol brave 
fighting wi1h disease, died one whose career with the 
blind, though short, has been of far-reaching service, 
Mr. Prank H. Hall. Before coming into the work for 
1he blind, he had had a very varied experience in pub­
lic school&. To the state institution for the blind nt 
Jacksonville, Ill., he brought hie ripe experience, his re, 
sourcefulncs&. hio courage, his sympathy and hia gener­
osity. After a few &hort years there he felt convinced 
that under proper condjtions many blind boys and girls 
would better live at home and uttend lhe local public 
schools than spend most of their impressionable years in 
institutions. And so, in the early 90's. when the city 
of Chicago was considering having an institution for its 
own blind youth, he urged the experiment of teaching 
the,e children in the public schools and was chieBy in­
strumentl\l in shaping the plan which was finally adopted 
in 1he fall of 1900, and of having Mr. John 8. Curtis, 
one of his teachers, appointed to can;, ou1 thi• first ex­
periment of its kind in America. The plan was so well 
conceived that the public day clas~e in five other citiee 
have been modeled upon it. The introduction of public 
ochool work for the blind in America is perhaps Mr. 
Hall's greatest contribution to tho cause of the cclucation 
of our blind youth. 

His second conlribution is scarcely of les• service. 
When ho became superintendent at Jacksonville in 1890. 
the best wny of embossing books for the blind WM either 
the English method of punching out the embol!ISed char­
acters, point by J?Oint, on sheet brass by means of ham­
mer and awl (I ,hook hands laat year with a blind man 
who hucl eo prepared the plates of the whole Bible, - a 
prodigiout labor I) or the American Means, viz :- of pro­
d11cin1< e lcctropl11tes cir stereotype-plates lrom forms of 
mov•ble type oet up by hand. This was " slow proceos 
nntl hn f"IX"ptHU1vc proce,s Mo,eover. there were but 
lwv ,,l~rr• in th~ Unlted 3tate1 whcrr ~ven thi~ wo• don~, 
nmt ,uo111\' u rnulCJr 4-N\VP .-duc,-to1 uf tht blind had lo 
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teach by the oral method because there were few em• 
bossed textbooks. In J·893 Mr. Hall and his coadjutors 
brought out an appliance for p11nching at a stroke char­
acters compo$ed of several points, di,ectly upon thin sheets 
of metal, thus rapidly producing plates as good as elec­
troplates or stereotype-plates and several times cheaper, 
But of eYen more immediate importance to the schools 
than this was the fact that Mr. Hall indµced .Me.asrs. 
1-larri;on 11nd Seifried, tbe generous mechanics who had 
helped in the phinning of the machine, to manufacture 
and sell it at so reasonable a price that schools and in­
dividuals could buy it and •et up printing offices of 
their own. The joy and satisfaction which the invention 
0£ this ''stereotypernaker "* brought to many was very 
great. Naturally its appearance revolutionized bookma­
king for the blind in Arnerica and Europe alike. A few 
educators of the old school even feared that' its appear­
ance would so cheapen embossed book-making that the 
blind would he Rooded with inferior literature; and, in­
deed; the variety of general reading, of texts, and of 
music scores for the blind in America has increased more 
within the past eighte~n years than in all the many years 
preceding. The invention of this machine is that which 
made practical and feasible the teachi»g of b lind child­
ren jn the pt1l;lic schools; for by its means they could 
be kept sup1>lied with the sa<nc te,c,tbooks which their 
-seeing ochoolrnates had. 

The Hall stereotypemaker makes characters in the 
poit,t wsiem known as Braille. Machines have been 
sent from Chicago, where they are made, to the sev­
eral countries of l:.urope, to Australia, to China and 
to Japan. In Germany it led to the devising of a 
somewhat similar appliance. In New York its appear• 
ance was followed after a few years by another ma• 
chine ingenio11sly devised hy Mr. William '3. W;iit, then 
principal of the New York ln•titution for !he Blind, to 
solve the even more difficult problem of emoo .. ing 
upoi, plate~ ch!'tMt<:rS in the system known as New 

* For at\ account of du~ {lppllcntion <'E the Stcteotypcmaker lo 
t,chool work, .sec Sixty.firth Anl'\lhtl Rciport of ihe. Pi:nnt¥1v..,niJ lnatl,. 
tution1 pp,. 26 .. 30, 



York point. Th us, for and near, has the Impulse of 
Mr. Hall's invention. been felt. 

The Hall Brai1lewriter, .the first practical embossing 
typewriter for the use of the blind, woa given to the 
profession in 1892. preceding the stereotypemaker only 
by about a year. When · Mr. Hall's daughter first de­
monstrated at Brantford, Ontario, that by means of it 
she could write one hundred words of a memorjzed 
sentence in a minute, we who were there assembled 
in convention were almost c;lumbfounded with surprise 
and delight. The convenience of this little machine 
to the blind can only be und·erstood when one real­
izes that it becomes to them what the ordinary type­
writer is to others. Mr. Hall, the originator of the 
Braillewtite1· and stereotypemaker, would take no royalty 
lrom their sale. The fox.mer sold first for $ 12; now 
its price is $14. Altogether 2,000 have been sold, 
going to nearly every civilized country of the world. 

Mr. Hall and Mr. Seifried also devised a "map• 
maker,"-a simple appliance by means of which a 

teacher can emboss on metal sheets diagrams, fig11res. 
and outli1ie maps. From p lates so prepared any 
m1mber of p~per copies may be reproduced either by 
the regular embossing press or b)• a simple cl1>thes­
wringei;. 

O ur friend w&S prominent 68 lec1urer on agricul. 
ture, author of textbooks in arithmetic, and writer on 
education. Ei!sentially a •tudent of the human mind, 
his intimate acquaintance fir-st with Rchool boys and 
g,rls in general an.cl then with boys ancl girls who are 
blind led him to compare tl,eir mental processes to 
the better unde.rstanding of both. H,s papers on thi• 
subject ~re short but keen; all kiods of teaql\ers wQuld 
do well to sludy them. 

Although Mr. Hull left the work for the blind in 
1902, his intere•t in it did not cease. He kept in 
close touch with Mr. Curtis and the "Chicago e.xpe,­
iment ;" i,i fact, Mr. Hall's ihtetest in pTOmoting pub­
lic &chool teaching ol the blind was so great that, 
when in 1908 hearin~~ were colloq by the Board of 
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Education of the City of New York, to disCU$$ which 
system of point print would bes.t be used by the blind 
children of the public school classes of that city, he 
twice mape the long journey from Aurora, Ill., at con­
siderable personal and financial sacrifice, that he might 
help get the work started in what he thought to pe 
the best way, 

What Mr. Hall"s contribution to gel\eral education 
has been others will try to estimate and set forth in 
print and speech. I have hereln but set down what 
1 conceive to be his service to our own profession 
and to the blind, - contributions which seem to me 
epochal. There remains but the grateful tribute of a 
friend. Upon me personally his inffuence has been 
second only to that of Sir \:'rancis Campbell under 
whom my work with the b lind began. Mr. Hall 
showed me at Jacksonville how a superintendent of a 
large institution may get in touch with its tnany pupils 
and keep them in touch with him. T his is the co­
operatlve or personal .rnethod of administration, - the 
being in loco parenlis in fact and not in name only. 
\Vhe1> a superinte11derH assumes this attitude he gets a 
warm response which does away with any thought he 
may once have harbored that his pupils are unap­
preciative and ungrateful. The result, too, upon the 
pupil is of a higher, finer order. I hud the pleasure 
some time ago of writing him of my indebtedness 
and gratitude. 

Edward £ . Allen. 

I cannot now recall when or where I first met 
Pwf. Frank H. Hall. In some way it had come lo 
my attention that he was a mai, who was deeply in­
tercstecl in the study and d evelopment of agriculture. 

In December, 1900, while he was still superintend­
ent of the School for the Blind ·at Jacksonville, I was 
j11strumentaJ in securing him for an evening addrtss 
at the Scott Co1mt:y Farmers' Institute at Winchester. 
)l was the first time I had ever he,ud him speak in 
public and his address was a revelation and an in­
spiration that I shall never forget. His absolut~ beli,f 
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in w),at he said could not b e questioned. The clear• 
nes.s and ea.rnestnes$ with which he presented bis views 
and arguments were most convincing, and his address 
on tha~ occasion was not only entertaining but was in 
every way an incentive and encouragement for better 
things- better farming and better life. 

Later it was my good fortune to hear him speak 
many times at Institutes, in all parts of Illinois, and it 
was always with the same feeling of interest and in­
spiration as at first. It was one of the secrets of his 
usefulness and popularity. He always had a valuable 
message which he p1·csented with s11ch force and ear. 
nestness that it never failed to c reate enthusiasm and 
make his hearers eager to hear him again and again 
until his. strength and ability to meet such calls w ere 
taxed to the limit. 

T he meeting at Winchester was the beginning 9f 
a \'ery intimate and close friendship with Prof. Hall. 
It was during the next fow months that he resigned 
his p.osition as Superintendent of the Blind. It also 
transpired about this time that the Directors of !he 
Illinois farmers' (i,stitute felt there was great need for 
a strong, well-q ualified, forceful man to take charge of 
the agricultural extension work of the State, and there 
,-.,as a general casting about for such a man,-one who 
col\ld interest and instr11ct lllinois farmers in the know­
led ge and practice of scientific agriculti.ire. 

W hen Prof. Hall's re~ignation was announced in 
the papers it came to me almost like an inspiration 
that he was the man for whom w e were looking. T he 
next train took me to J •cksonville and I spent an even• 
ing with him. I explained to him the s ituation re ­
garding the work of the Farmers' Institute and some­
thing of the p lans and hopes of those most interested 
in the organization, - the urgent need for a man to 
take charge of the work and 0<1r inability to pay a 
salary adequate for a man with the knowledge and 
ability required by the position. 

I then made known to him the real object of my 
vi4ll nnd informed him that I had co,ne to him with 
thr hnrw, yet 11CMcoly daring t·q hope, th at he might 
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ln some way be induced to accept the position. of 
Superintendent of the Illinois Farmers' Institute. To my 
surprise and great delight, the position was one that 
appealed to him, and the question of salary, or what 
we could pay for such service, was at once entirely 
eliminated from the question. 

H e "'1W in the position only an opportunity for 
doing good to a large number of people along a line 
in which he had for years been deeply intereste<l, 
The t\\ought of striving for the betterment of agricul­
ture in lllinois was to him a pleasure as well as a 
dl.ltY, It was not a ,;iue.tion of "H6w much is there 
in it?", but ''How great an opportunity for doing good?" 

Before I left him that night I was authorized to 
say to the Board of lnstitute Directors that he would 
gladly serve them to the best of his abillty and upon 
their own terms. 

'fhis 11,ct was indicative of the man, and revealed 
his predominant characteri,;tic- that of forgetting self in 
his de.sire to benefit mankind. His p urposes in life 
are aptly described in the following' words:-

"For the tause that need$ assistance, 
For the wrong that needs resistance, 
For the future in the distance 
And the good that I may do." 

Later. nnd as the result of this meeting, he became 
Superintendent of Institutes and held the position till 
ill-health forced him to resign . A wonderhtl wQrk 
was crowded into the last few years of his life. 
Thl'oughout th¢ length and hreadth of lllinois he went 
ahnost unceasingly, c!U'rying a knowledge of scientific 
agt'icuhure into cv~.-y nook and corner of this great 
State, and everywhere teaching, enco.urnging ancl inspir, 
ing the people to beuer things, Hqw great the work 
and the good accQmplished, no tongue nor pen can 
describe. It Was durirt.g· the detade of the world's 
greatest agricultural awakening and development. The 
part taken by this truly gre~t man an4 the record <>t 
his deeds accon1plished, will ever remaln a monument 
to his wo1th and unselfish devotion to the ca11se of 
agriculture ~nd the good o/ manldnd, 

A. P, C,·,,ut, 
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As boy ond mon, I knew Mr, F'rank H. Hall some 
thirty-seven years. I knew him lint•• "on., of his boys" 
in 1he school• of Wool Aurora, Illinois, of which he WM 

then superinlendent. La1er I knew him as a friend 
through much of his marvelously auccessful coreer, in 
more or less direct contact with his progressive ideas. 
his contagioua enthusiasm, his lofty ideals, 

I can say nolhing that will add lustre to the memory 
of his life and achievements but I can say much in ap• 
preciation of what his constant friendship meant to me 
in the way of mental and spiritual uplift, and muat have 
meant to hundred, of others who were privileged to 
come within the sphere of his influence. 

He was such a kind and help/ ul friend- so willing 
to ehare his breadth of vision, his enthusiastic optimiem, 
his store of knowledge, his nobility of soul, with those 
who sought his companionship and inspiration. I do not 
believe that it ever occ\lrrcd to him what his friends have 
realized for years, that he possessed many elemenla of 
greotneos. Unmindful of self, he lived lo serve human­
ity, and the world is richer and better because he dwelt 
among us, which, ofter all, is the true test of greatness. 

Why thia seeming waste, this removal of an excep­
tionally useful life in advance of the full harvcat, while 
so many humnn weeds ute left to obstruct the soil, 1 can 
not explain except on tho ground that it is only a seem­
ing; that somewhere. transplanted to a h,gher sphere of 
usefulneas, my friend etill continues his great work of 
service. 

Charle, Pierce Burton. 

To the many people so fortunate u to count Mr. 
Fronk H, Hall a friend, no words are needed to recall 
the rare qualities he posecssed which won nnd held their 
esteem. 

He taught school, and hia pupils found a life-long 
friend: he went into public life, and those witb whom 
he came in contact formed strong uttachmenta for him 
which lneted o• lonii as they livec,I; his casual acqu11int­
nnre b .. n,m~ ln,1inw friendship. 
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Honesty, sincerity, earnestness of purpose and an all* 
abid\ng desire to serve his fellow-man dr.ew people to 
him arid held them,-cacb one his friend. 

Such a: life as his, is never ended. Its inlluence goes 
on forever. Knowing him in his public life, I, too, knew 
him in his home•life where he was a devoted son, a help­
ful brother, an ideal husband and father, ,rnd a cordial 
host. 

Mr. Hall was our friend and the ever-welcome guest 
in my mother's home. The inAuenee of these years of 
his frieHdship is a ll toward increased efforts to service­
more extended endeavor for the betterment of mankind. 
It -is, indeed, a great privilege to have had him as a 
friend. 

Danville, Illinois. Lottie £ . Jone~. 

Prof.,,,sor H all fought from the heights of noble ideas 
and a noble character, and that is why he did such good 
battle in his day. He won people not by force but by 
making them his beneficiaries and grateful debtors through 
his unstin!ed giving of himself in their behalf. Inventive 
.genius, radical ideas in educational reform, agricultural 
wisdom, all fo1,1nc;I embodiment iu el)during form• for the 
use of the people, 

He lived and worked at an elevation far removec;I 
horn the self-seeking crowd. Democ,atic in life, he WM 

aristocratic in his thinking and the end co ,,templated in 
all his thought and life was to ac;ld something useful to 
the sum of human achievement in knowledge- and inven­
tion. ldeality and utility found in him a ~ombination 
which m~de his contributions of enduring significal-ioe to 
the m ind and of lasting serviceablene•s to the people. 
F'aith and works were in him inseparable. 

He was a tl'ue economist in the use of his time and_ 
energy. He hac;I no time to spenc;I on the inqohsequen­
tia.1. He was a strict pragroatist in hie view of life's s ig­
nificance, seeking always the useful in thoughts a11d things 
anc;I thM not for selfish ends but for the profit of hu­
manity. 

His life is a challenge to every man to ri•c ,1bov~ 
M 



the sham, the selfishness ond the poor mediocrity of or­
dinary living to a level where by character and good 
works he may command the lasting esteem and gratitude 
of his follows. 

W. W. Willard. 
(E.:d .ract f-rom a sermon delivered M the N. E. CougrcgationnJ Church. 

in Aurora, Illinois, F'cb. 12, 1911.j 

It was my great privilege year after year to listen to 
the addresses of Frank 1-1. Hall, and to know intimately 
of hif work and thought in promoting agricuhural edu­
cation; and I can 11ever expre$S hQw much his teaching, 
his personality and his• friendship have helped me. and 
will l~elp me to the end of life. He was ever ready to 
give, at almost any sacriJice of his time and comfort, the 
interviews and advice and assistance I needed. And 
the,, he gave for more than I could asl< or expect - the 
priceless treasure of a sincere and unbroken friendship 
and fellow4hip. In public and in p rivate he spoke his 
absolute convictions witho1Jt thought of feat or favor ; 
he could render the deeper service of correcting 1his 
friendo. 

f was ,n_ost deeply impressed with the plain and 
practical nature of hi$ educational ideas to which he 
gave a life time of the ablest service, and in which he 
.;;as a pioneer at least a generation ahead of his fellow 
ed ucators. The comrn911 people could understand him, 
and he lived to see the greatest of educators throughout 
the lan.d compelled by their own. thinking to swing into 
line with his vision of "Education for Useful Activity." 

But, with his depth and breadth and clearness of 
thought and remarkable ability to teach ._nd imp ress his 
thought on any audience of old or young, was sc;,me­
thing still more fundamental and most a ttractive of all­
the t})ing thttt remains as an abiding inspiration in my 
life- his complete devotion to the utmost of useful serv­
ice to. mankind. Nothing was too hard to do, too .big 
to attempt ,ir t<Jo little to notice, or t6o loog in ho11rs 
or ycUr'3, and no ounce of hie power too· Jood tp give( 
lf on ly it would help ~lonl3' th; i,:reat work of the world. 
l lo lov,,d h, dc<trlo •u coinp lclely (lOcl •o cloep)y 11, to 
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bin,! ,w..,,y li,rn, al 1111 111,, l11 •h'"I 1•11111111 11,,,1 t11nw1l 111 
gold a• the HM tt111ull1 o( hi• toil ~"'"'' bH~k to hitn 
Erom thoae he taught nod acrved. 

Arthur J. Uill. 

The Illinois t armers' Institute thtough its 8011,d of 
Directors wishes lo pay tribute to the memory and works 
of Dr. ]:"rank H. Hall. Combining as he did the pr-ac,. 
tical experiences of tl,e farm and a scientific knowledge 
of its workings with the hdpful spirit of an enthusiastic 
teacher be was especia lly q ua liliecl lo <lo the work of t}te 
St,-te Superintend ent of Farmers' Institute. MeMured by 
his success lo inspire tbe farmers of Jllinois to higher 
efficiency and a finer standard of citizenship, he stands 
a lone. Ho believed with Ex-President Wilson of Prince­
ton that "we want useful men, not men who think they 
are better than other people be<icause they have some­
thing in their heads ,vhich is useless ;" and w ith President 
Jordon of Loland Stanford "that the sO'on er a mar, finds 
his life work and gets at it th e better." 

Dr. Hall wanted the germs and extracts of as many 
h'acles as possible introduced into the schools thnt slu• 
dents might see the relation o1 their sch ool work to the 
life work for which they might wish to fit themselves. This 
being done a passion for service would fuse with a pas-­
sion for knowledge. He ever preached the doctrjne­
to earn, to contribute, to enjoy, and held with a ll the 
force of his splendid character that any one who has not 
earned and contributed in making humanity better had 
not fulfilled the conditions necessary to the highest form 
of enjoyment. His work in Illinois is charactetistic of 
that class of citizens who always earn more than they 
receive. His influence in this great $tat.e ls to tnake 
our young people feel that all labor is honorable and 
that he serves himself liest and serves God best w ho 
forgets himself in the servic~ .of his fell ows. 

E. W. Burroughs, Pre•ident. A. N. Abbott, Vice.President. 
H. A. MoKeene, Secretary. A. P. Grout, Treasurer. 
Frank I. Mann, Auditor. Superintendent, F. C . l3lair. 
Dean, E'ugene· bavenpo,t. John M. Crebs. 
R. 0 . Graham. L. N. Wiggins, 
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11 I• V f> U111(, 

M~1rill K, Sw~•t. 
J,,l,,, M, Cl1>l'k, 
J, P. M11sqn. 
Wm. H. Ashdown. 
Ralph Alle n. 
J. B. Burrows. 
A. V. Schermerhorn. 
W. E. Braden. 

J11111•• F11,kc 
<.:I,,.,. \'(/, Farr. 
Ra lph W. Chittenc!en. 
Geo. F. Tullock. 
S. N. Black. 
S. B. Mas·on. 
Edward Crimes. 
D. M. Marlin. 

The death of Frank Hall touched the hearts of all 
his friends and acquaintances and filled them with grid. 
As a dose and intimate friend from his early boyhood 
to the time of his death, I would adcl ,my tribute to the 
noble qualities and distinguished services of this truly 
l{OOd man and honored citizen, 

I remember him with affection and satisfaction as the 
dear schoolmate and dearer friend : as the sincere, can• 
qid man, the thoughthtl and loving teacher, and the ear­
nest, Chris\ian gentleman. 

I remember how cheerfully ~nd promptly he re­
sponded in I 862 to the call of President Lincoln for 
''three huhdred thousand more," and how well he bore 
his part in the hour of our nation's peril. 

Enlisting ,vith him in the same regiment I recall to 
mind the respect in which he was held by hits superior 
officers through his fidelity an<I manly bearing, and the 
esteem and love entertained for him by his fellow-sol­
diers on account of his generous heart, kindly sympathy 
and congenial natun;. 

Fifty-one years ago this winter I visited the iirst school 
that he taught. T he enthllsiasrn which fired his •oul and 
with which he wn& able to inspire others was a marked 
el¢ment of his character even in those t urly days of his 
teaching. 

During all these intcrv,;ning years, I have vi•it~d e,11 
the schools except one with which he was connected as 
teachet, principal or superintendent. some of them ·a scpre 
or more times. and I have never foiled to catch some of 
that kindling fervor so conspicuous in all his work. 

His enthusiasm was always tempered with prudence 
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and guided by reason. It seemed with him to be a 
motor power bted of forgetfulness of self and of thought­
fulness and love -of others. 

Akin to this divine quality. was the spirit of altruiem 
which he- r.arnostly inculcated and faithfully practiced. I~ 
w;,s this noble sentiment in him which caused him to 
look outwardly upon others, instead of inwardly upon 
himself a& the object of his h ighest and chief regard. 
Beautifully exemrlifying in his life the principle of self. 
sacrificing service and ·unselfish giving thece ever tame to 
him "the joy that follows service-the happiness that 
folio"'$ kindness," 

The unsurpassed reputation sustaincc;l by the llli,,ois 
School for the Blind during the eight years of his super­
intendency of that Institution was due as much to his 
ability to inspire his pupils and teachers with the altru­
istic spirit M to his capable business management and 
advanced methods of teaching. 

He was Q born teacher, possessed of tact, sympathy, 
zeal und efficiency. To his natural endowments he added 
the scholarly attainment~ acquired by d iligent study and 
faithful application. 

11' the. early hours of the rooming he was usually at 
his desk preparing himself for the work peculiar to the 
day, or madtering the principles which would fit him for 
every duly and emergency. 

Doubtless his death WM hastened by overwork and 
by zealous devotion beyond his strength . Those who 
knew him. best believe that, if he could repeat his life, 
he would tako up similar tasks with the same undimin­
ished vigor, boundless zeal and heroic sacrlfice. His was 
the spirit characteristic of the ceaseless worker who, on 
being told that he was working himself to death, replied, 
''Oh, no, I am working myself to life," Truly in the 
highe$1 sense, Frank Hall has w9rk~d himself le;> life. 

Undoubted ly ,;luring the last year of his active life, he 
discharged more work than in any preceding year, Even 
when confined to his bed in the early months of his faro.I 
illne~ he spent many hours revisi-ng the manuscripts of 
a text, bo<;>k on the elements of agriculture which he WM 
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seemed to be his cherished amb,tiori to live long enough 
and to have strength sufficient to complete this book for 
which there is such an urgent demand. 

Respected and honored as a soldier, teacher, inven• 
tor, author and reformer, Frank Hall discharged the duties 
of cverY, positiott which J,e was called upon t6 fi ll with 
signal ability and fidelity. His faculties were equal tQ 

hls opportunitles, his strength increasing as new ~espon~ 
sibilitiea and new honors cam" to him. 

No man was more do$ely identified with the work 
of teachers· institutes in Illinois than he, and but few men 
have done more to promote the agricultural interests of 
the state. 

T rnsted and admired as he was in public life. it was 
in the home in the presence of wife, children and friends, 
that the true nobility of his character w'as most apparent. 
Frequently visitin~ his home, and sharing with l'!'IY wile 
and children its generous hospitality for several weeks 
one .• :summer rna--ny years a.go, I can not r<;call an impa• 
tient or unkind word that the devoted husband anc;l ln­
<lulgent father ever expressed. These beautiful traits of 
character, gentleness. kindness and lov~. with which he 
<1dorned that home, command my love and admi ralion. 

His real greatness was shown io the sick chamber 
duting those weeks and months of wasting disease. The 
patience, the self~control, the submissive~ -uncomplf.\1nihg 
spirit, the knightly courage, and the delicate and thought­
fol c<m•1doration of others were indici,tions of the highest 
moral and ,ntellectual strength. 

Such a life •• this can not be lost to the youth of 
our country, There ls a charm itt it which the heart 
feels, but which no ~vords can express and which no 
language can compass i a spiritv,al significance which no 
eye can see, and no ear can hear, bul which absorbi:; atld 
penetrates out noblest thought and purest affection. By 
his life, Frank Hall has taught that character is success; 
that persevering toil is victory: that fidelity to the high­
est convicti9n of the soul is honor and renown. 

Hi1' character and achievements become our argu­
ment for poticnec, for Sl>lf-denial, for temperance. for 
aimpl ~ truth, for low, to God nnd love to ,nun. 

lh 



The school day of ea(th is over. The school house 
is empty. the door is closed, pup ils weep along the way, 
the master is gone. Yet he continues a. co-worker of 
the Great Teach er in a new day and new room-above. 

Joseph H. Freeman. 






