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PREFACE. 

'l'he .following pages, the story of one short but happy 
period of my life, are perhaps but the precursors of siin­
ilar chapters devoted to other periods, t he question of the 
continuation of the series depellding npou my own mood 
and their reception by their hoped-for friends. 'l'his par­
ticul ar booklet is issued for my relatives and near friends 
and such o:thers as, having shared the experiences of these 
days now long past, may have an inter est jn these events. 
It gives the record of two years of rather uneventful his­
tory and I am not so foolish as to f latter myself that any 
outside of those enumerated above will have any interest 
in it. IL is to be r egretted that it is written from a narrow, 
seemingly selfish, standpoint but in those days I was a shy 
boy forming few intimate acqua intances and distinctly 
unsocial in my habits, and the result was inevitable. I 
shall be glad to r eceive eonections and additional material 
from any reader of these pages. 

G. E. CONGDON. 
l li11w11t hn, Kansas, Dee. 20, 1911. 



CHAPTER I . 

lmtc in the snmmel' ot 1 84 m.,· parents began to talk 
w 11 h 111c wbout send ing me 1Hrn,v to school tlic coming 
,whool ycHr. l was then sc,·< nd months past my fi fteenth 
1111·1 lula.v, a i:;lc-ndcr frail-looki11~ ho,v, a little- fondc1· of 
hool<s th11n the 01·dinar,v boy, and though I was acquainted 
with the ,voung people of the village and on the f9 rms 
adjoining ours, 1 kn ew , ·e 1·y few ontside of Olli' own school 
distl'ict . .At first the :sugg-cstion was made thnt I nftencl 
the public schools of Bat.a via . and T lrnd s nppose<l t.he mat­
ter wai,; practicall,r decided. :\l,v Hunt, Miss Hila York, 
110w M 1·s. C. H . Starkey, had beeu electrcl to a positiou 
iu the grad es of the Batavia schools aucl it seemed oppot-
111110 that. I accom pany her. But a few days before the 
01wning qf the 'ug1u· Grove school my mother cutcrod iu-
111 Ml'l'espondence with Mr. Frank 1L Hall, the l'\ead of 
that. insti tution, and the r csnlt was that here I aLtcnded 
1•hool fol' the next two years. There wer e- several possible 

1·1•1111011s for thi choice. 1fr. Hall had built up H consider-
11 lil1• rcp utat.ion for the school in the nine yoors ho' had 
Iii•, 11 1•1111cl 11ctiug it, a nd t he circle of its influence had 
,,, 1'11 t hrn hern extended fa r ther west t.h11n \Vatcl'nrnn. 
\ 1tn111, his 11 ieccs, ) [ isses F i11ette and lfattir ~or ion had 

1111,111 populnr teachc1·s io the \V,Herman school, nnd Wl' l"C 

11111 11il'P11l l,v 1·cflccting t he t raining tht',,. bad recl'ivcd uncler 
th, 11· 111wlp's t.11it ion. Fur th er , i t is not improbable that 
11111 111•1•1tl in1· methods of teaching in vo~ne in the school 
11111 1 h,• i1l1'11H t hat ,,·r,·c ~i\'frn prc-t>minenc1• led my father 
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to hope that 1 would acquire ther e a greater liking for 
farm affairs than f had ever clisplayed up to that time. 
But probably the chief determining factor aud the t.h ing 
that appealed to my mother most of all was t he fact that 
l cou ld come home <•vet·.v l<'riday night. 

~o it happened that, IH·<·nmpanied hy my mothc1·, I 
,tal'trd for Snga r (:rnve on Llw mo rn ing -of l\louda.v, ~ep­
tcmbct· :::?. 1884. 8omrhow abont two years before, I had 
c-onceivNl the i<lei1 it won I cl he fl fine t.hing to keep :t 

diarr, and m,v pa,·rnts when 1lwy s11w that r w11s in earnest 
in thr matlct had inclnlged my humor. Ancl the entries 
in thosr ,vcnrl.v records, I hon1?h crude 1111<1 childish at 
first., have hccu valnable in tlte JJt'r paration of these r emi­
niscences. A part of the entry fot· that day is "Sugar 
Grove is not a ve1·.v large place." I cannot remember all 
<.'f the buildings in 'the town but m~' roemo1·.v is. snfficient­
Jy definite so that I can give the reader a fafrly good 
picture of the village as it was at that time. F irst there 
was the depot bnilt bei::ide one of t,he highways of tbe 
township, and opposite it on the sou th side of the tr ack 
t he ,usual grain elevator. 'l'hen on the north was the 
store of J . S. i\filler and adjoining it on the same side 
of t he highway was a blacksmith's shop. To me t his shop 
was somcwhnt a thing of myst<'I'~' · 1t was nn 1mobt.r u­
sive st.rnct.u re b11ck a litll<.' from the street , nnd pnrt.inlly 
hidden by the large overarching t r ees. 'l'h e doors wer (> 
seldom open, and there was li tLlc eviden ce of life about the 
p lace. Altogether it was a strange contrast to the bns,v 
open-d oored shops which on e nsually secs and the only 
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SUGAR GROVE 
S UG AH G H O Y F: '.l'OWNSTTTP . 

1 ,\ p :ig c from m y n o tC'boc,k. The v i l l a!{<' is 11 c a 1· tlw (·t-n k 1· ,,r 
th (.' to wnship.} 



111 I w iLh which I had been hitherto acquainted. Across 
1111111 l\l I'. i\tiller's store was Uncle 'l'om 's Cabin, as it has 
111\111

1
\'H hccn called, in honor of Thomas Jndcl, I.he prime 

'''"' t• I' in the· fonoding o.E the school. ~l'his was M once 
t 1111 111 Inge 'hot.el and the boanling house and dormitoty 
l 111 I hi• students. IIowever at th.at time the ·transient 
11111111,lt-l's were few and far bet ween. A few rods t.o the 
11111•tl1 was Hr. Hall's store, a, long two-stor~· siructure, 
1111 I, lil'oacl steps in front and a Jong flight of sLairs on the 
11111h :,ide of the building leading up to the second ·flooi· 

\\ Ii i1•h was the home of :'lh·. Hall and his family. l◄ or the 
1111111(!' of Sugar Grove the store ,vas the rival of the 
111,•I rnpolitan department stores. ln front of ~1011 as _vou 
111l1ll'od was the villa~e pos

0

t-office. On tJ1c right was a 
1•1111Hidcrnblr Jispla.v o.f drugs and medicines, and on the 
Ji l'I di·_v-g-oods and notions. Farther back was a snppJy 
,11 u l'O(:Cties, aud harclw .. tre, and on one block of shelves 
\\ HH II i;L_ock of school books and school supplies. Io the 
,,, ·11• or the sto1·c was a. smnll printinp: press, bouillt prob­
.Iii,, with the idea of giving iotruction ill the pl'iutcr's 

111·1 In nn~rstndent who desirccfit. and which M1·. Hall nsed 
111 11 Nt11all wa.v in actual bnsiness. Be}\incl the store in the 
11111· wns a stock of- lumber. lt"l'Om all this the reader 
11 ill t·c·Hainl:v perceive tlrnt :Mr. Hall was a VCl'Y bnsy man. 
11111 lhis is 0111? 11 part or the story. Hcsides mam1~ing the 
whoo! and beh1g act.ive)y engaged in teaching, not ou)y 
, I 1,I i\l r . Hall ac,t as postmast:cr, aDd manage this store, 
I 11,rt•I hrr wit h a l\11U ber .va rel and I think 11 sloek of farm 
11111Phi 1H'r? in com, r ction, 1b1H he managed the boarding 
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na11, and ow11ccl H farm Ilic conduct or which he super in­

tended. I think too that his trams were engaged iu g;ilh­

ering- each morning a supply of milk for the creanu•ry . 

.,-\r.d above all he fot1 11d lime to pre,H:h an occasioual 

sermon on • ,1111<.lny. 

J ust, south of t he st,we nnd not faJ' from the side­

walk was a VL'l"Y small but neatly kept building tu1:>d b.v 
D 1·. Nonjs as his off ice. ' l'he school building, which was 
destroyed by fire a few :venrs ag-o, stood w here the pre­
sent building stands, scv<•ral rods norl h of the store. lt 
was a rathrr plain t.wo-s1.ot·.v squHre structure of wood 
with a low belfry surrnountillg it in the 1·entc1·. On the 
south side o( the first floor was the room devoted lo the 
prinut1")" clc-p,ntrnent, nn(l on the north was a room fitted 
np for i!lstrnc!ion in comm e rc·ial hranel1<•s. The front 
door opened in to a hall il'Hl on the right a flig-hl 0£ stairs 
lrd up to the second floo r . llr1·1• ,,·iii:: tlw main n~eitation 
ro(\m, a lnrg-t' squar(' room fnrnisht•rl with S<Juare tables 
1t11d cha'rs inste1,d of desks, /11Hl lwatcd by a laqn' drnm 
stove neat the eenln. .\ t t hr front of the room. which 
was tlle no1·th end, was an <•lcvnti>d plat.form cx,tl'1Hling 
across the room r.xc·ept for 1 he east third whrr<• was the 
cntnrnce. This plat.form wM, surmoHnled h_v the tc1tch­
er's desk in the middle and a irrand piano at the west. 
Back of ti is was a snrnll('l" room in which was Lbe library 
and a fair collection of appnratus and which was some­
times used as a recitation room. I n one cornet· stood an 
articulated human skelc-lon wit.h which t.h1• st ude11ts w1•n' 
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H11 p1111~ot! to become fami liar, and with which indl'ed r 
th111k a few became over familiar . 

. \ ljlt'.e back from the main street and between the­
ttl •"''' 11ml the school was t he home of 1'. J. Roberts,­
' ' l'1111 1111ie" as many of the boys called him, the station 
111,,.111. l'his had been built within the ~-ear. Sevct"al of 
t 111' HI 11dcnts had rooms therr. }forth of the school build-
111~ w11s Lhr town hall and in the rear or boLh was a long 
rn11 oi' ho1·sr sh eels used by the st.uclc111s who d1·ove i11 each 
,111_1, of whom at that time there wits a largo> number. 
1•'111·t 111•1· n01·th the present 1·csidence of l<'ran k ~now was 
,111ict heing erected. '!'hen in the west pal't of town tl1erc 
,, ,,..,, t h~ee or f'ollr 'house.s of which I ha Ye only 11 vague 
1·,•1111•mb ·ance, onP bei11g tho home o( :\Jr. Garlson. Just 
1111rl h of the store stands a substantial resid<'ncc now, 
ll'hlf'h e the-r was standing when r came or e,·ectcd in the 
I 11 o ,l't' a r R r wm, thrl'e. Tn the twent.)7-five .n'.11·s that hiwe 
p11~1wd fince T WM th,re thr village has grown. 'l'hr old 
,w hnol wn:- dllst1·0,vecl b_v fire and has hcen 1·r pl11ced with 
1111111 II Pr hnilt of concrctr. Across thr strert l'rom the 
~,-111101 1rnilding· r,lands a fi11e ::\fethodist ehnrch and sev­
•·1•111 p1•1:t ty 1·cside11ces ha\'e been rrN•tcd on l ii hP 1· i,;i<le of 
I hf' st r,•PI. 

,\ ud •,uw a littlr as to t lw history of thi• sc:hool to 
11 hh·li I was intro<l11ced. 0•1 Tuniday :iftprno1111. ~OV<'lll 

111 11• 10, l1-o7-I- the old district school hnilding and town 
lt1 ►111-11 ol' Sugar G1·0,·c township, a h11ilding- in which rn.v 
1'11 I ht>t' had himself taught ncarl.1· twrnty ,\' l'll l's heforr, 
1111s d1•st 1·oyrd h,v fire. ll i.~ sairl ttrnl llw fire originated 

!-) 



l hl'ou:,rh the carelessness of sonw I ittlc boys, who were 
pin.ring with an old broom, which fm· nmuse1111•11t th<'.v set 
11fire am! thrPw upon tlw 1·oof. Hollie of the hlrl-{CI' bo?sgot 
it down but a spnrk t·d<l1•11tly ,,·11s 11 rt whic•h Wf\,; lnter 
fonnNl into H flame nud the b11ilcli11g dc11t1·oy<'d. '1'1\is mis­
fortune provPd bnt a favornbl<' opportunity for on1• of 
~111,?HI' <;rm·c·s hroad mind1•d phili111th1·npic c•itiz •ns. '!'his 
1111111 was Thonrns .Jnild, n wNllt:1,\' t'arnwr of lh · to,,nship. 
JI,, hacl 1011:,r hP<'II tlPsirn11-. that an a~rit11lt11ral Sl'hool 
should ht• i;t11rt<'ll in llrnt town and at 011c- tinw qft'ered 
one h11111li·l'tl a111l sixty lll'l'Cs of la11tl in f11rth1•r11uc1•1of the 
projp1•t. .\ t that t i11w t IH• s1·ht•n11• was 1·011siclc•retl vi:.ion-
111·y and t•\c•n now t h,•rl' WCl'I' clo11ht<'1·s. ft was nnlJ· after 
I ht• town had \'ol1•cl lo n•hnild 011 th' old sit•• and work 
111111 1,.,.,11 comu11•nc•NI I hut he pn•vnilrd 11po11 his 11'1•1low 
citizens lo rN•o11-.id1•1· the vote 1111cl adopt his pli1ns. Then 
it w;is that a dPl1•211ti1111 of rili7.l'lls visit<-cl .\Ir. l•'1·11n~ Hnll, 
Ill thnt 1i11w lc•ac·hinl! i11 .\11rnl'a 1111cl with him \\Ol'l'f'd nut. 
tlw plans for t lw i,a-hool. :-il•,·t•l'al h1r:.{t' 1u1101111ts wt>re 
plN)g-ed, 11 g1·a11d pi1•11ie was h1 lcl at whirh lh<' snlfsc•rip­
t ions \\'c•rc lit1·!!ely in<'l'ea-..ecl, the hnilclinJ! c•r1•dl'cl arid the 
Sl·hool ope111•d for work in thr f111l of 1~7.1. Tlw fchool 
wns ealletl the ~U!!III' <:rnn :'\01'111111 and lnclnstrial ~t·hool 
nml the hop<'S of its £01111clc•rs are fairly well set forth in 
1!11• fnllowi11g fr-0111 an .\11l'ora Jlltpc1·: '''Plw pnpi!.., will 
h,· inst1·1wtl'li in tlw nntnrnl <;ciPnc·t•<;. inc•lndin~ the sc•i,..nce 
of fnr111ing- in 1111 its rnrions hl'n11ehes, rmhra!'ing t h1• 1his­
t ory Hild usc>l'11liwss ol' the• cliffrr<'nt breeds of improved 
-..toc·k, tlw nwthocls ol' improvin~ and pr1•s1•rYi11g th £> q1111-
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Mary Fn1nces Shepardson. 
Born Sept. 11, 1870. 
Dietl ~fa,· 2 0, 1903, 

lX .\TF..\fORlA:M. 

Frank Ha,·en Hall 
Born Ft•b. 9. 1841. 
Di,ed Jan. :. 19 I 1. 

Ermina Judd Booth. 
Born April 15. 1868, 
Die<l ~ept. 7. 1n1. 



II,\ of farm stock and c rops of all k inds, also the i,cience 
111 1-!' l'O\ving crops, the fertilir.ers required for different 
I 111tls of grain, etc.·' AL thP present da,v this would be ac­
t ••pll'tl as a vcr.v rational plan in almost 11Dy conununit~·, 
lt11t !his, it shoulcl he rememlwrcd. was fort.v years ago. 
1111 lhC' u<'casion of his dnath Jan. :1, H>11, a leHding ag1·i-
1•11lt.11ral jonmal of the counh'y said of i\fr. Hall, "At 
H11 ~111· C:rovl' l'l'ofrssor l lall taught more pract ical agri-
1•1il111re to more 1wople th,111 the State 1JnivPrsity WHS 
l1•11<•hing at that time. '!'hat began nearly fotl_\· years 
111(11, ancl 110w the schools of lllinois are jnst bcgiuniug in 
1•11r111•st to pnt l'1·ofessor Ilall 's ideas into practice. " 'f'hc 
1111 111, • artirle continues. '''l'his school was a g-1·ea1, sn<•ecss; 
11 ltil l' the district l'ul'llishrd only abont twnnt.,,·-five pn­
l•il ", t hP- wi11ler altenclaucc was s<•vent.,·-ri,·c to om' h11u-
1lrf'cl, m:111.v tuition pnpils atlencliug-. As ma11,,· as lhit-ty-
1 i\'1• horses a tla:v hrought pupils t<1 this sc'.1001." 'l'hr 
11•1•1111111 of the first (•ommcnc·emrnt ifl 1·lrnr11dt>l'islic. It 
1111s h Id in a ~•·o,·r 11orl h of the• village ,fnnr 17, 1876. 
',\l11n.,· relics of intPrcst, helongiug· to t.lw di.ffrl'cut £am-

Jl11•s i11 the low 11, were 011 exhibition, also hobrnical spcci-
1111 11s, samples of fanc·.,· work, patrhing·, darninl!, knitting-, 
lor1•11d. etc., h.\· tlrc :vonng- hldit•s of th t class. 'r!w :vmrng 
1111•11 fried thefr skill at g-ucssing at thfl weights of horses, 
cl IKI 1111ees hclw<'c•n g-i vcn points, e1 c., 11·b ic:1 occasionall)' 
lnl'llls H part of tlw school ex<•rc:iscs in the lnrlnstrial 
..,,•ltool. 'l'hr rollo\\'ini.t prizes were awi1nled: For best 
Np1·1•i111,·n of patching, }liss ,Jennie Densmore; lwst spcci-
111r11 of darning, 1\Tiss Lizr.ie <'alkins: best herbarinm, 1fr. 
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\I, I,. I>., 111·. lll'"l lout' of while bt·cad made b~· a gid, oliss 
(: 1·11c•1• H,•.rnolds; best loaf of white bread made by a bo,r, 
H:rl ph ~pc'n<•Pr ; hrst loaf of brown hread, Miss ;.\f m'l.ic 
<"11lkins: 1,est collection of art icles l'or home adommenl, 
111;1dr hy 011c 1wrso11, ) I i:-;s Lizzie Calkins . " 

l•'rank Haven llall, called to tlw priuciplllship of the 
Sngal' Gt·ove school, and for twelve years its presicling­
/ .. \'1'!1ius. wa-; horn in Mechanic Falls, Main<·, Peb. 9, 1841. 
J]p 1w1·1·1 d in the Civil war as a member of t he 28<1 r<'gi­
ment of ~Tainc> volunteer infant1·? and tn11ght t."·o .,·eHrs 
in 'l'owle .\ cadem,v, i 111inP. In ) 866 he camp to llliuois 
::ind taught two year s in l~t1rlvill<•. Ile1·e he met aud mar­
ried .JuJ.v 2:~, 1866, :\f iss S.,·bil B. :--l'or ton, nncl h<>re his 
first child C'lyclc Il., was born Ang. l:'>. ]867. rn 1868 he 
was cleoted snpl'rinteudc>ut o( t hC' \V, st. .\ u1·ora cil,v 
s<·hools and 1·cmainrd there seven yrnrs. ll <>r·c> his se('oncl 
c·hilcl, :-.:ina, was born !\lnrch 12. 18n. His c·onu<'ction 
with the Su~!ll· (:rove• school lasted front its beginning-, 
in lK7G until 18~,. an<l at this plat:<' his third child, :-iybil 
VC"roe, was horn "Nov. 14, 1887. C'lycl<' Tiavcn H all is n1c11•. 
l'icd and lives 11Pa1· Anl'Ol'll; i'\ina 111,ntlc• marl'icd Ralph 
'l'. Dodgt' and lives in Chicago: :-5rbil Y crne muricd Ilarr,v 
R. Detwcilc>r. now clil'l'C'lor of the• Columbia Conscl'vatol'y 
of ~l usie, of .\11ro1·a. V!•r11 e, 11s she was called, attended 
the Univcrsit,v of C'hi<•ago and grnduatt d in ]899, 
t hr same year with m:vsclf. A tll•t· lC"avinl,!" the Sug:ar 
Urove school lw was at the h<>nd of the Petersburg, 111., 
sc·hool one ,vc11r: 1·1•tm·ued to take chaql'c of the \Vc•st 

.,\ urora schools ag::1in fot· t wo yc•11 1·s and t:1en serve.I as 
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~11pcri11 tende11t of the School for Uw Bl ind at ,J acksonvi lh• 
t'ot· two periods (1890-!I;! and 18!'7-1902), d ropping 0111 
during the clrmocratic ad minist ration of J oh n l'. Altl-{eld, 
lo hceoine tho hcnd o l' th<• W aukc•g-H n ci ty s("hools. T he 
last yPat·s of !tis life Wl're spent as supct·inl!'n<l l•n t of the 
Illinois Farnw rs' Institut1•. He diNl at ~.\m·ora, lllinoi!-1, 
,la nuar,r :3. 1911. Tle was tlw author of 18 text books 
a r il hmetical, JH'dagog-ical. nnd his tor i<·ll I, and the i1wenfo1· 
111' l lu- Hraille-w ritC'r and !he stenot_,•pe-makC'r , machinPs 
11s••d in all bl ind schools iu I he Unil"cl States, in .1<;ngla111I. 
l•:11ropl', ~\ 11slr:tlia and th1· Orient. 

CHAPTER Il . 
..\ly moth1•r rcm.1i111'd with 1111' during- the da~· and 

tu•J p,.cf pnt m.,· room in orclPr . 'l'lw c·abin IH'in,:? rath1•r 
1'11II I was to 0(•(•111).v t he par lor , a larg-e room on tlw firs t 
1'1001· w ith a south aucl east front. ~1." room mat<' was .\ 1-
lu•rt \V'. D.n·is, of Big flcwk. a bo,v some .n•ars older than 
111_ys1· ll'. studious a11d ol' s i c 1dy ha hits. anL1 in i-vt'r.,· way 
1111 111·1•epta li l(• companion. I 1·ecc1 ll one h,rhil ol' his that 
:il'f'n1·de1l m .• 1·0111,idl' rahh• amuscnwul , an in11ocP11l on!:' yd 
.. 1i11 1·11ctPristi1·. On his \\'ll)' to and from tlw St':11101 huilcl­
u ,c:, pa r ti<·11lnrl., if in a !'it of nhstral'lion. lw was acl'HS· 

ln111Pcl to nth his hand,; vigorously 01w ove1· the o11wr. J 
,11•11 1·<•1uen1b(•1· Illy first 11i~ht in S11~11r {;ro,·p_ 'l'he ntil­
rnad was but a rod or two awa., and our rno111 was on 
lhf' side next to it. In the nig-hl t.he shrill whistlr or a 
p1u;~i11~ train awokP lllt> wi!h a s t11 t't. fn my !lrenrns f 
I lto1q.,:h t t lw IH'd slood d' 1•pdly across the t rack and t ht> 
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train was bearin:-t clown npon till' . 1 jumped out of bed 
in tenor while Albll·l g-rabbcd m e and askrcl m<• where 
1 \\"as going-. [t was some se('onds heforP l wu lrl 1·ea lize 
that it wus not a frightful re<1lity. 

School commenced t'he next da_,·. i\l,r studiPs that 
term were, as set down in my <fairr, "L,atin, Ueneral Jlis­
tory, .Natural Philosoph?, Grammar ( lfow to \Vritc) . •· .\fy 
1,atin wxt was l-lrnith's P1·iucipi~1 IJati11a- Pa!'t l. lt was 
a hook rnstly diffcl'ent from lhe attraclivC' lw(('i111wr's 
books of the p1·escm1. cla~·, and .,·L~t to nw it was a (:harm­
ing hook H$ heing' ,1 d rcidNI irnprn,·t•m rnt 01·t•1· the few 
Latin books mr fatlwr had tt<;<•d ancl with which 1 was 
somew hat acqnainfNl. Tn lfrm•1·al llistor·.,· Wl' used 
,Barues' book, and 1 also possessed 'l'halheinH•r's Outlines, 
a booi, which J had studie(l i11 lh1· Wnl.Prm:111 srhools. 'l'he 
11ext book in t.he list was .Avery's" l~lenH"nts of ~afurnl 
Philosophy,•· a book \\"hi(:h has g-o oc lh1·011g'h man.v rcli­
tions and is still a popular t ext hook nn<h•r tlw shcll'lrt 
lille of ,\ver,v's l'hysics. ,\fotor1, nnd dynamos 11ere 
mostly things of the fnlnre i11 those days. though the book 
did contain an appendix with a pa~e or two descriptiYe ot: 
1 lwsc marhines. Thus we rseapcd what 1 he hn?s anti g-irl:s 
ol' the pr'<•sP11t day 1.:onsidi1 r tlw hardt.>st if 1101 the least 
interesting part of the subjcrt. rl'hc11 as now thP ll'lws of 
falling bodi1•s were onr chief stnmhling- 'blo1·k. 'l'hc '·How 
to ,\·1,it.c" was :-i prcnliar tr:d hook in Enµ:lish c·omposi­
tion which lrnd a remarkable popularih" in those da,rs, 
nt lrasl in northern ]lliuois. Till' author w.rs \\'illiarn Bram­
well Po\\·<'11, a w1•!1 known e•lnca:or, and then l hl'lievc at 
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I hP hca<l of the East Aurora schools. l\lr. Hall and he were 
1-:1·11:it fri ends. It may be interesting io know that his 
du 11g-htcr is the celeb1·ated violinist, Maud Powell, and that 
11101·1' thi111 once :'If ,·. ITall spoke of her and cited her ;is 
1111 nxamplr of pltwk, perserverance, and concentration. 
,Joli11 \Veslc•:v Powell, tlw L'Xplorer of the grand canon of 
t 1111 ( 'olorado, was a bro! her. Of all my s tudies I probably 
l'1 11111tl m_v English the most irksome. I could solve th" 
1 l"nhlt>ms of ph_n:ics, r en1oniher the facts of histor.v, ot· cn-n 
p:rnir rorrectly a diffirnlt passage of Englisl1, but T could 
1101 write 1111 <'as.'·, ,\\°(•11-cooncctcd l•}nglish paragraph. 
\ 11d c•wn to t'his day If Pl'I I.hat my writing l aeks in g-r:ace 

.111cl smoothness though seldom, I thiHk, in either clearness 
111° force. J\ not her study, not ml'ntioncll in my cliar:v 1111-
1 ii the next chw, was the "Ekrnents of ,\ gricultmaJ 
Kc• icnce." '\Ve had no text hook in this elass, the 1·ccita­
lin1J being in the form o.f' famifo1r talks with dictated work. 
111 the practical side of the subject I never beeame rpmark-
11hly proficient, and even 110w I cau rccog-nir.e only three 
111• four of the eight breeds of cattle• wo studied, hnt in the 
1•l111mistry, cspecini'lr when unmixed with any agricnltural 
In i11f,, l had considerable interest. and easily excelled. 

The study bell 1·ang at seven in the evening and as 
lhcrc was littl e chance for diversion i.n so small a placC' it. 
i"1° 11e 1·all.v was comparatively easy for us to observe stud.\· 
honrs. Our school hours were those usual in the d istrict 
1u- li ool. from nine until twelve in the morning and one un­
l il fottr in the afternoon. 'l'he students from the w est, of 
"horn there were many, one or two even from Shabbona. 
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.vent home ll'rida,v evening on II train which left 8ngar 
(Jro,·c at G ::N, and retnrned ~Tonda.\· mornin~ on a train 
which left Waterman at 9 :ll. On this point m:v diary is 
v<••·.v explicit. These trains still 1·1111 with only slight 
change of time. 

r rerifl'd in f1atin l'o11r t imes a week, ,just uftcr the 
sludr hell ,·ang, at )Jr. Uall 'i-: rooms. f cont inued the 
st ucl~' during the two ,ve11rs of m.,· course 1111d for much of 
tlw time 1 was alone. Ji'or n few weeks, if I r<•member. 
l had in my class a short, ,·cry fol little ho~· from .. \nrora. 
Ilis name T do not recall though :\I rs. 8now t.old nw it a 
1'1•w years ago when l b1·ou"ht the sub,jc•ct to her mind. 
For a eonsidcrahle while, too, I r emember that .Mr. H all 
clekgated m,v instruction lo Frank Burnett. ;i more nd­
va,wcll pupil, so T p1·eirnmc that he ulso wns a stud ent of 
the subjlC:.1 dnrin~ m,v first year. Ire gr aduated in 1885. 
This !•'rank Burnct,t, L infer, is the person l'cfcrrcd to in 
the following inter<'sli11g para.graph, '·\Vhilc in 811gar 
Grove·, a rouug Euglishman came to that village seekin~ 
work. l•'rnnk Hall lrncw nothing about him. but he had 
,l g<•nc,·al air of n•finemenL n11d earncstn rss of purpose. 
The .,·011ng nran was <'ll:.(l'l' to f.!O to sc·hool. hnt was obligNl 
to Nlrn a Jiving. F'r·ank Tinll saw possibilities in 
him, and offered to l1•nd him the money necessary fot· 
him to 'go lhroutth' school. 'J'hc yonng man acc:e>pkll the 
off<•1·. In 188~, 11fter he was gradua trd and WM, eai·ning 
t•nol1gh moue~, to make the (irst pn,vmcnt, on thr lotto, he 
w1·ote to his bl'other in London ahonl it. 'l'hc b rother 
1•ppliecl, 'What a brick that man Hall must be to haYC 
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been so kind to a JH'rfrct stra11gcr. l shou ld l ik e to shake 
ha11ds with such a mau, and hop e l may sornr da_\". f-uch 
g-c1111inc ch111·11<.:tcrr- a1·c awfully few nnd fa t· between.' " 

On the even ing oi' Thu rsd,1,v, Oct. 2-l-, a, · 'grand Repub­
lican r111ly" was hel<l at ~11gar C:1·ovc. )Ty cliary s11~·s there 
wcrP ;1bou t five hundi·ed men in uniform present. 'l'he 
rall~· w11s held in a la1·ge lrv<'l pasture _j nsl- 11orlh of the 
village on the cast s ide of I he J'oad. ,\ spca kcr fro 111 
Chic11f{o was prc•senL 'r his was lhr year that Blaine and 
1~of!,lll wc>re eandi.dates and wrrc deCeat<-d by (lrnvc1· 
Cleveland. 'J'hcrc wns irrcat inlen-'st in the c•11 mpn i~n hut 
T doubt ii' it was Its intense a:-; fonr .vca.1·s latrr. Ilow­
eve1·, this may bl• or·cause fonr years had adcfod to my owu 
interest aud enthusiasm in such affairs. 

When cold weather came on in the fa ll, our room hacl 
not ~•Pt been provided with prop(•r heating facilities (to 
be more explicit a .few le11f!ihs of sto\'e pipe were lack­
ing) and, on :.\Ir. Ifa ll 's invi1'ation, 1'1lH"rt. alld I s tudil'tl al 
his hornr in t,h(' eveniug- fOl' sevet·al nig-h ts. 

One of the i-onrces of cnlc1·t11inme11l ,is w,,f l as profit 
WHs the litcn,r,,· society, the Excelsior as it was (•ailed, 
\\·hose meetings Wl'l'e held on \Vecl nesday evening some­
times in the town hnll but mo1·e freq1wutl_v in the sch ool 
building. 'L'hr fil'st meeting of t.he ?Car was held Oct. 15 

and !hr foJlcrn: ing- officers eler•trd: President, 1\.lhcrt Da­
vis; vi<:r-pi·ci;iclen t, l~rnily Humiston; secretar.v, 1\ n na 
l•'ol'lws; t1·1•nstn·er, l<'cnton Garfie ld; Cl'it ir, F. 11. H all ; 
cho r isk1·, l\"cllie Oordon. I can 1·emcrn 1Jc1· l ittle of the~c 
111eeti11gs, not l'VC' ll of the part taken b.,· myself. ) f~, diar:v 
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~PtH't·,ill,r uivc,; lite l>11re statement t.hat l att.ende<l lhu 
meeting. Comments as to the charncte1· of the sel<'ction. 
irncl the ability of t.he performers, ,H's e\'cn whH t girls cet•, 
lain hoys had for compan,\'. wonld be vt>1·.v interrsting 
read in~ to lll<' now. hul my bo,,·ish mind didn ·1 app1•pcfat1• 
that. ) I:,· applic·::it.ion wai- handed in at the next nwcting 
Hild 011 Oct. :rn, f bec·Hllle 11 Ill\ 111hr1•. Prl'IH1p:,, it \\'HS at 
tbis first 111<•cti11~. tlwt the t•ritic, who was noL J\lr. Uall, 
iu c:1•it i('ir.ing- on<' of the debaters ( was ii ,Jnhn l4~lower !) 

said he w11Jkcd up and down lhc stage too m,H~h. ·'like u 
restless c11:zed lu_•ar." On the eYcning of :--lov. 2;; (which 
wm; Tucscla:,· ), J spoke" Brrnnl'(lo de) Carpio," th<' onl,I' 
rcco1·d 1 ha\'e JH'eser,·cd of an:, performaucc l>y an.,·om• 
that til'st tcnn. ~o, J nm in erro1·, on I he evening 1 was 
admitted to membership, Od 2!'l. "tlwy had a debllte on 
tcmpct·1111ce or prohibit ion." 

To illustrn1 <' I.he provoking silence of my diary Oll 

somr points- my roonnnatC' as l ha ,·c said was Albert 
Davis, hnt the onl.,· nwution of him as such is t.hc state. 
meut. on election <la:,· that ".\lbert had to go home to Big­
Rock tonight to vote," and one would scarcely guess I 
had a roommate unless from the use of the pronoun "us" 
on one or two oc•casions. 

On 'l'hnrsday, .'.'bvcmbcr 6, I find tbC' fil-st mention of 
.John Woods. " .Tohn Woods and I walked dowu south 
two miles." John was from my home town Hncl introduced 
himself to me very early in the term,-on the railroad 
platform in front of the Cabil1. Ile may have known me 
or of me before this time, but 1 knew nothing of him. 
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.\nyway we became J';ist f.rie11ds and have so continued to 
this day. John was a good stndenl, but in some respects 
my couuterpa.l't. Confinement in the schoolroom all day 
made him restless and he longed to get out into God's open 
aiJ·. So it was tlrnt he anJ I took frequent long walks 
together. 

For some 1·eason on :M ouday )J' ovember 17 I changed 
l'Oorns and roommates. Just wh,v, I do not remember. 
Perhaps .\ lbcrt had le.ft school, but more likely some of 
the Big Rock boys had come in after the corn husking 
season, with \\·horn he wanted lo share his room. )1y new 
roommate was ,John Flower and we roomed np stairs, 
next to the windmill which stood close to the Cabin on the 
west side. J ol10 was another boy whom 1 grew to like very 
well. Ifo had a set of ene:vclopedias, of tho Alden reprint 
edit.ion, but valnable for onr purposes. This sl1ows him 
to have had aspfrations and some breadth of mind. He, 
too, was some years older than I. I corresponded with him 
for several years after we left school. Ile taught several 
terms of school in Kane county, then went to Iowa where 
he became the editor of a paper in Sibley. ITere he mar­
ried and sent me the photograph of a very pretty child. 
Since then I have not heard from him and have been told 
that he died years ago. 

Tu the early days of the term Mr . IIaU asked us in the 
Agriculture class to get t,he number and names of the 
chemical elements. Naturnlly and with no thought that 
others would not do the same, I went to the encyclopedia. 
for the information. Mr. Hall was watching us to see 
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"11111 lo1owlrdg-c we had nnd use ,n, made of books and 
I h1•1·c ho l'onnd lllC' hw next da;v. Public libn11·ies in small 
towns wc•n' sc·111·t·C' in those dny::; und anywa~· most of the 
stud, 11ts w1•t'<' (·0111111·,v ho.vs off tltt• farn1. 80 tho ucxt da~ 
my act ion was made pnhlic· a11d, q11ot iug the though I of 
anolliPr, :\l1·. Jlall told 1ts !hut next tn lrnowi11g- the thing 
that was in a hook was to know wlwre to find it a11cl 111'f!ed 
11s tu 11rnkl' n111·s1•l\'Ps 11c•qtrni11te<l wilh th<' resources of tlw 
lib1·111·.,. l hav ~aid that town librarirs W<'l'C few bnl 
\\'atc•i-man did y,osst>sS a s11hse1·ip tion lil,r,tr_,. of smm• l:wo 
hnncli·ed "t•ll-:-wh·ctrd voh11nc1, of sci<'11c·t•, tra vcls. hios;r­
L"aphy. and standard rictiou. In this librar? with ill;\ 

parents· C'tH·0l11·ag-t'rne11! I h1·lcl a mcmhci-ship n11cl had 
1·1•ad many of llw Yolumcs nnclrr their .;;upervision, ofteu 
nlo11cl. Of' this fa<·t also !Ill'. Tl11ll m11rle ww in enco11r11~ing 
the sl11dr11ts lo .indic•iow, outsidt' l'<'IHli11g-. I rl'memhe•· hl' 
11skcd Hf'- on1•1• 1'01· a lis1 of llw bool,s we had read clm·ing 
th,, la:-.t ,·1•a1·. Tlw 1·<•s11lt was that though I was one of 
I he yo1111~1•1· m1•mlH'rs of th,· sc-hool I ht• of he1· boys r·~rnw 
to IIH' 1"111· lll.'" opinion nhont hooks, and a l'1•w of ns formed 
a lilt le• 1•1•a.Jin2 ti1TI<' to rt'tlll al01ul lol,!elht'J' hooks that 
might lwlp 11s i11 0111· st ndit•s. Thc•rp was ,John \•foods . 
. John l·'lo" c1·. 11 IHl m_,·st•I (, and so met imc.-- st>,·cral oth<'rs. 
;tlllm1g wlto111 was J•' l111·1•11ee D1·ir-;(•ol1. 0 110, thrt·P was noth­
ing- i111prnp1•r in this. l'or though we m t in ou1· rooms, 
l◄'lor<'ll<:<' ll"m, a ho.v. I n•mcmb<'r 01w e\'ening, lrst we clis­
furh olht•1•.; by our 1·Padi11g, :\[iss Pett., . the I• achcr 111 
c·hn1·g-e or lh<' h11ilding, had nskecl ns to o<·cnpy lier room 
whik slw Wl'nt rlsrwhcrc, n111l F'lol'<'nct• sN•mNI mon' in-
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tercstcd in a stuffed coflon dog nn the centnr table, thau 
in th•• book we were reading·. :\11·. Hall was an aede11t, 
admirn of Hlrnkespeai-e and hacl snccPeded in imparting a 
little of hii;; enthusiasm 10 us. 'l'hc hook we wcr<' rc11<li11g 
was Richard rn. To illnsLrnle u 1.\· omnivorous hahils iu 
J'(':Hling, <• ,IJ'l.Y ill I he 1<'1'111 f fo11111l in the lihl'HI')' a little 
d nsLy .,·ellow-lPaYHl 1Iisto1·.v of irl'land wilhoul a single 
ill ustra1.inn and with no prrlenct' of being "rittc11 for 
voung people. Yet l borro wed tliis book Hnd 1wnr1•d ovl' r 

it night after night.. 
'l'hp work of tlw fall tP1·111 elosed on Friday <'Vcning 

Drcembcl' 3. l•'or some n' ason we had a vacation then 

11 11W aft.er f 'h1·istmas. 

CHAPTER III. 
r 1·c! ntnNl to :-;uga r G 1·ove 011 1\-1 ond.i.v, I )l'tcmhcr 29, 

and school begau the next clil)'. ;\f,Y studies for the t erm 
were" Lnt.in, l\atnral Philosophy, Uenrt·al Tlistor.v, (Jt'om-
1•l ry, Book Ke('ping and shall also go into the t ea c hers' 
1·lass." 'J'herc W('l'C 11i1wt.y pupils cnrollr.d th<' fil'~t 1la:v. 
\Ve used ,\. S. Hill's ' ' Principles oJ Rlwtoric'' as 0111· l t>xl. 

I was the only s1udent in Latin thal tel'm. T traveled 
hac•k and Corth \l't>L•kl,\· from \Vatp1•man, as in<lN·d 1 <lid 
each term, 011 a fwent.y-fivc-r·ide I ickct that. cost 
111e nine doll,11·s -two rc,ntia; 11 mile. 'l'h('~e Lickets W<'l't' in 
hook form wit i1 the signa(m'!'S oJ all 1w1·sons enti!led to 
1·id r· tlwrMn wri1 teJJ on t he front. p,1gr. l rcmcmh1•r one 
time- I look a 110011 trnin and the conductor was a stern 
1'01·bidding fellow named Congclon- Rornanta Seymour 
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Congdon. Ile was an Illinois Central conductor, but the 
lllinois Central was running- trains over the Burlington 
flt that lime. J le lookf'd at the signatnr<·s, asked me if 
m.v name w;is Congdo11 and, without further attempt at 
conversation, pHssed on. Yea1·s after when l had taken 
upon myself the tnsk of writing the histOl':V of the Uo11g­
dou famil., , hC' WHs living in Chicago, and I visited him 
at his ronms and spent a n'r.r pleasant evenin1t with him. 

l\ly 1·oorn mate was ,John l•1 lower. One l ittle rea<liug 
eircle co11tinuecl its work. We read ITistor.v of England, 
fl part. only in all pl'Obabil ity, as a ia;ctting fol' othe1· read­
ing, TTistor.1· of l?r1rncc, 1\T acb(•th, Kin~ John, and Life 
of BeuoLlict Amolcl .• \11 this was before the day of re­
qui1·etl reading in English, so om· reading was neither 
thoroug·h nor wiseJ~, directed always bnt we gained some 
profiL _fron1 it. 

'fhe Excelsior Literary Society l1eld its first meeting 
on 1'uesda:v evening, January 6, and elected the following 
officers: President, Frank Burnett; vice-president, John 
Flower; secretary, Belle 'Wheeler; trea-sure1·, Clarence 
'I'hompson; chorister, ½ora Dean; c1·itic, Henry Collins. 
My diary cont,aius but brief references to the programs for 
the tei·m: " ITacl a debate and a paper" (Jan. 14); "T 
read an <'ssay on daily nPwspapers" (Jan. 20); " .John 
and Eugene Williams are gel.Jting up a debate" (Jan. 21): 
"I took part in a dialogue" (.Tan. 28); "l◄'rnnk Burnett 
had a paper " (F eb. 18); and "I read a review" (March 
4). 

Under date of Ji-umary 15 I have 1·ecorded that " :\fr_ 
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H all has been g1vmg us eJeclrjcal cxpel'iments." 'l'he 
elcc1rical machine possessed by the school was of a sort 
not described iu any of the modern textbooks on physics, 

one of the frictional machines common for t.v ,vears ago, 
consisting of a large glass wheel hung· in a silk bag well 
varnished. It was a vel'y ca.pricio\ls machine, !!iving re­
s ults only in lhe most. favorable weal.her. Hence the sub­
ject of electricity was general ly sh1died in the ·winter time. 
I rcmembrl' for one thing that tht.> hundl'cd s1 udents 
formed a ring at·o111Hl the ,Yalls of the room and look a 
{.'harge from a Lc.vden .jar. 'l'hrn on<' h)' one they dropped 
ont as the size of the charge was incrcasrd.. Por mo and 
l'or most of thPm this was the fi rst e:qw1·ience of the pe­
i· nlinr seus,ition an clccfric: shock gives. 

On ;.londar, Fehnu1ry 9, we had a se,·ere suow storm, 
the worst of the season. ~o trains nrn 011 l\Ioud.a.v or 
Tut>,;rla.v. On \\Tcclnesd.ny two trains succct ded iu g-etling 
t!iroug-h and John \Voods retnrnecl \,o scl100J. I did not 
u-ct hack until 'l'J111rsday morning. 

On the evening of l!'ebrnm·y 24, Dr. II. Vv. Thomas, 
of Chicago, lcchirecl at Sng-.ar Grove on "A Snccessfnl 
IJife." 

Although having no clirecl counrction with my school 
work it ill worth recor ding that on Lhc evening of Snnday, 
~farch 1, four clays afte1· my sixteenth bit·thday, I was bap-
1 izecl ancl 1mitccl wW1 the Ba-ptist Chmch. 

'l'he term closed on Friday, Jiarc:11 13. "The Singing 
( '!:ills gave a concert tonight." I don't know whether 
I 11.tt.E>nded or not.. r know there was a mnsic teacher 
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on the l';u.mlty of the school and cousitlcra!Jle interest ,,·as 
a roused in these <:011c1 •·ts. Perhaps this is thP occasion 
when the~· had 11 little -_kit in which \\er·! the words L!Htt 

l1a \'t' st nck in my llH'llllH'~ : 

' l'o1 ld llcnjamin h:1d vou let' l lo pig, YO!l l<'rtle pig, 
·Twas Chesle1· "\Vhitc as suow. 

I did not attend st•hool cllll'in~ (.ht> spl'i11g term. 
\Vhcfh t r m~· motlw1· was worri<'d about m~, healtb or my 
fatiH't' thought he uecclNl me on the farrn 1 do not 1·1·• 

mcrn be t·. :--f<•i l her t lw chrn~rr of ph,vsfrnl hr1•akdow11 nor t lw 
work f was lilwl~- to clo on the farm Wl'l'C matten, ol' 
such mag-11it11cle as to be worth sl'rions consideration. 

CHAPTER IV. 
In I.he full l r<'tul'llcd to :-:iugar G1·ovc 011 l\loud,t,v, 

Septcmhcr 21. lt was now understood by m.,· parents ancl 
l\Ir. llnll thnt T was to continue in sehool th1·ong-h tlw 
year a11cl graduate u,it.h the cl11ss of 188G. School began 
the next day. }[y sl11di0s wc1·c La tin, Eng-lish 1,itf'ra ture, 
Physiolog_,., and Clcncr.ll 1 listol'_v, and l aga in became a 
member of the ' l'cAc·hers' ch1ss. 

) fy roommate at first WM, Ed Stevrn~ of 8habbmw 
Grove ancl wr occ11picd a rnom on the first floor at tl11• 
end of the hall and directly in front of you as )'on cutcrl'd 
the front door. H e was not a had boy hut he wM, not m., 
kind ,lilt! thr eompanionship hrcamc 1rnplrasant lo 1111', 

so much so that after two weeks T hcgan rooming with (iii] 
Scot.I, of Little Rock, in what h111l IJC•Pn l'1e pal'lol'. I think 
for a part of t.llC time there wet·e J'o11r of ns in the room. 
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Soon 11fter school corn111Pn cPd f began rnading Caesat·. 
11sed Ueonrc Slttart's tl'xt, a well-printed, jndieio11sl,v H1t-

11nlated ed itioJJ, hut with none of the pictures that are in­
MP1·l od with t lw hopb of making tfl<' rnodc•ru Nlitions nt­
lructiv<'. ~either did it have a long t re»lis<:' 11t1 Romau 
111ilit.ary e<1t1ip1111•11t an1l tactics iii t.110 front part. l do11 't, 
lrncrn· lww m11c:lt of Caesar [ r ea<l dnring tlw ,n' at· 1willtc1· 
111 this lat1i natc a111 l able to jucl~c accm·» tdy or tho nilne 
111' my La tin training al 8ngar (,rov1i. But t he 1wxt winter 
while 1 Pach ing a sma 11 8Chool l went carefully o,·rr s1•v­

l'l'UI books two or thrre Limes, cn lling ont th1• idioms, 
~ronping- (111 vocabu laric~s, and wl1Pn several ,YPars latPr 
I came to enter :\lo,·gan P ark Academy J forn1d no <lif'fi-
1•1tl1 .v in <'Oltlplctin)! m.r preparatory l;at in in two yca1·s 
1: rul nrnki1Jg- high gl'ades in it. 

Jn ~1•ptc.>mlwl', 18M'.l, 1\fr. ll all p11blishr1l n littlr arith-
111l'tie of i'fi pi1¥<'S cnt itlrd "Arit hnwtic· of thP Far111 a n<l 
\\'orb;hop." Jt was desig-nPcl to supplenwnt lh t· or­
dinar·:' ai·ithnH'tir of lhe da_, anti ('<>ntaim'd cxawplcs 
in the mc.>ast11·rmc•ut of lnmbl'I' nn<l t•ost of hnil1ii11g-s: tho 
t•:ipacit,v of bins, <:Orncribs, and lrn_n;lac·ks; mid the rnras­
l!t·r11wn t of e11qwtR ;1ud wall p;I1w1·: nntl stone and brick 
work. :\lost of thP topic:- trc.>alt>d uw,,· 11crw lw found in 
the orc1in:n·,v sc· hool a rit hml'i ic-, but I d on ht ii' 1 lwn: was 
one before that tinw that <kvoteci a11.,· considr1·nhl(' 11nu1bcr 
of' pnges to these topics. :.\Jr. Hall was q1t itP ;rnxiorn; !hat 
1h<' lil fl1• leaflet of' anSWl'l'S that Hf'c•omp11nicJ thr honk 
1ilwuhl c·o11tain no rnist11kes. So. wit h!1 oltli11g- the shPct 
111' llllSWl'lS. hr off<ored ;t Jl l'IZt' or a large 11 nd p,[pµ-nntly 

25 



boun d volume of Shakespeare's complete works to the 
student in the school wh o should first bring in a correct 
list of ans,vers to the 459 examples in the book. I do not 
lrnow how others we1·e affected by this offer, but for my­
sel r I was eager for the fn1y. 'I'lw offer was made on Oc­
tober 5, and on October 14 I had 1l1Pm a U correctly worked 
amt on 'J'hnrsda.'·, October 22, the hook was pnblicly 
prese11ted to me. T may sa_v t.hat if l rc1nrmbcr rightly 
1 hen• 1Yas bnt onr incorrect answor in the leaflet. a11d that 
lie had discovered befo1"e my work was donr. 

'!'hat fall tlw Hnow Br others were working on a corn­
hnsking· or corn-snapping machi ne. l th ink they were 
baekc•d financiallr b_,· the· Deering Compan_v, hnt of this 
J am not s111·c. Perhaps the (•onncclion waR no more Hum 
that tlw machi11<.' was built in the Deering shops . .Anyway 
) ft·. H all showed his i11tpre~l in the matter by dismissing 
school fol' a shor1 time on l<'l'idn,v aJ'ternoou Oct. 9, and 
tnkiug 11s ont to the field \\'here the machine was bciug 
giYen a ll'ial. I remember thaf the boys \\"alkecl 11p an d 
clo"·n the fie ld sPveral times w11tching it wol'k. .As a 
huske1· i_t mis not a success fot· it left the !,!reatet· part of 
the 'husks on, and thPr<' w11s some clo11ht how c·lean i t 
would pick up I br corn wlw11 it. was dOll'll. The essential 
piwt,- of the machine wr1·e two pm·all cl i11cli11f' d and re­
volving e:vliJJclers 01· scI·ews betwc~n which the stalk was 
g1·aclw1il,v turnecl down as 1.hc machine adva11c·cd. I have 
recor1led iu rn.1· dial'_,. that my uncle tho11ght thl· ruaehine 
coulcl n, vcr he a st1c·1·css hccaw,c i t requir<'<l three horses 
to 11;1111 the machin<'. nnd two rnot·e 011 a wagon drawn 
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beside it. In these dars of high-pt·iced farm help the num­
ber of horses required might not be a serious objection. I 
have heard that at the present time some corn-husking 
machin es are considered fairly successful but I have 
seen none of Lhem wol'l.: and do not kno'I-\' on what prin­
ciple the.r operate. 

'T'he English l,ite1·atnre class met with the instructor, 
~fiss l'etty, in her room once a week a11d r<'ad v11rions 
!':elections. This was in addition to onr r egular chlss work. 
Some of the seleetions I have noted wc1·e T1ongfellow 's 
"Spanish Student," Shakespe11rc's "Kiug Lear," antl 
Longfellow's '' Michael Angelo.'' 

Tl1 our work in ph?siolog~r we 11scd Cnttcr 's tPxt, and 
it was one of our tasks to learn the name of every bone 
in the humall body. It was here that thr skeleton wns 
brought fo r.th. i\liss l'ett.v was our instructor a.nd we 
m:trveled at the unconcern with which she handled the 
1·elics of w'hat was ouce a fellow mortal. .Perhaps it is a 
little rxaggemtion to say that we knew t.he names of the 
bonrs both in p lace aud clisjoint<'d. 

'1':1e tPrm c·lost•cl on L◄'t·iday, December J. 

OHAPTER V . 
.. \ s d11rini;c the previons winter we !iad :1 1011~~ v:1ca­

tion dtll'ing December and the winter •cnn did n(lt nt><' ll 
1mtil ,J11n11ar,v 5. l\fy roommate that tem1 was Lafic 
Carson (Grorge l,afayt ttc Ca rso11 was his full name) 
from the co11 nt1-y south of "Waterman. TTc was an odd 
but kindl? ~ood-natnrccl follow with n pronounced cll"nwl 
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111 his sp1•1 l'h. We g-ol nlong nry well to!!'('l)wr or wo11 l1I 
h11d we hel'n c•nlirPlr h~ ourseh·l~s. \V<• 01·1·11pied a room 
011 the first. flool', ext lo lhP windmill clirf'1•tly undl'r 0 111• 

J had prcviottsly occupi d. '!'he t'<H>llts were so corn,lrttt·I 
l'<I t h i1t tlwy nil opened into each olh<'l· but ft-urn only 0 111• 

\Uh there t•ntrance iuto the hallway. This n111cle it \'l' l'." 

t·as., fot• us to c•on!n-<•gat1· in 0111• room and <;catter qniC'kly 
111 t he- least si1411 o_f inll'l'l'Uptiorr. Th1•re wPrP six 01· 1•ig-h t 
of n.s thl'own log:eth1•r that way. fo1· the most pa1·t g-ood 
11:rtnreu hut hni:-.1 rons farmer ho.n;, s1•vcrnl ot' whom \\ 1•1·1• 
Jrish, anti 11ot disposPcl to stncl.v more than was n•,111., 
1H•1·css,1ry. ~I r·. K W. 'l' hompso11 ,, as lll,UH1J.{ i11g: the hall 
that wintPt' Hild the hoys in tlwiw 1·ooms ga,·c him 1·011-
sirh•rahlc• trnuhl,·. I half suspect lw tho11!!'hl I was as had 
ns the r1•sl for 1 was 1•1111g-ht ont ol' m., room sc•vl'rHI ti1111•, 
lislcnink to !ht• joll.v slo1·irs ol' tlw I rii;;h ho.n;, thouJ!h r 
111•,·1•1· was t•11gag-l'cl in their mor1• hoist r1111s d1•vilt1·.,·. 

;\I ,, <;(11<li1•s that lt'rm w1•r1· 111·actit'all.\' tlw sa11w as 
cl111·inl,!' t lw prl'\'ious l\•1·111, - 1 ,at in. Rht>t 11ri1·. l'h.,·•doloi.i-.,. 
(l 1·111•1·nl llist or,v and "ork in t h1• l<'ilt·hcn; · 1·l11ss. T h,l\ 1• 

1·1•1·ordrd 011 ,htrnwry l I that flw altL>11cla1H•<· in tlw 11pp1•1· 
1·00111 was ]OC and ill t ill' prirnat·~· dl'pa1·t1111•11I ~4.- a lot:r l 
or 1:w. 

The SllCl'l'SS or fl l r. lfall \; litllt• nrithnH'I ic• lt>tl pnhli,d1-
r1·:-, to ad\'is1• him to iss111• a SC't·ir>s ol' C'ommou school a r ith 
nwt ics. Thi'! task he set about with his usual 1•11th11sias111 
:11Hl thoronl-(IIIH'Ss. ancl xo it 'rnppr11rd that fnr s1•,·1•1·al 
dc1~·s in our rhf'thrie cdnss whilP ;.tudyin~ 1111' snb_jt,l'I of 
pt111t'l nal inn Wl' W<' r r 11 pplying- I h1• p1·i1wiplPs to the m111111-
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5.cript of his wol'k. 'l'hc arithmetics, however, of which 
he eventually issued two scL·ics; were not published for 
several ,rears after we left school. 

lt \\·;is c111ri 11g this whiter I.hat he issued ''H all's H elps 
in Histo1·,v, ' ' a series o.f s ix car-els .tor the s ix t housand ,vcnrs 
of hi..,,101·.v, rnlcd for ccuturi1•s and wilh a few other sug­
{?estive l ine's upon which the s tudent was to c:on"trnc:t 
diagl'ams and place emblema tic figures ai; h is imagi11at,io11 
su~~estetl and ability allowed to make more vi,,id to his 
m ind the chronological sequellce of u11ivcrsal histor.v. 111 
fnrlhn-ancc of this pla n of picture t eaching he made nsc 
of some blackboar d. which had been placed as a bol'clCI' 
around tlm~e wR 11s of the 1·00111 perhaps for this v<•1·.v pnr­
posr. J remcmbet· thaL r worked afternoon afte r nflrr­
noon mounted on the tallest slepladdrt· that could be oh­
ta ined and this in turn sot on top of the table. , filling­
out thif. chart hlackboard with the }) roper lines nod f'ig­
m·cs. 'l'hc no,-th hoa rd 1·l•prcseutrcl the time from Adam 
to ,.\ bn-1 ham, the easl. boa t·d from .-\ bn1~ram to Christ, and 
1.hc son( h boa rd from Ulu·ist to thr present time. This 
chart rt'11inin1 cl nn the ·walls fo1· yea r1, c1ftPr I left, inlkrcl 
Tam not su ,·e it was 1101 there when lhc hnilding h11rnc•tl,­
ch iet1.r bec~wsc it was extremely inconvenient to n •movr 
it. 

The Excelsior LitcT·ar.r ~ociet.r met on Wednes,Ja~­
c'v<•nin!.{1 Jtinuar,v 20, and cll'ctccl the followi11g- offic·c1·s: 
President, Nellie Cordon: vice-president, .John \Yoods; 
sccrcla rr, Chester H,·ooks; t1·cMHHC1·, .Em ily H umiston; 
c·hori,1c' r. Addie Couls,m: cr itic, John Pa rr. .As J fiml 
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110 111entiou of them in my diary J iufor it held no merti11wi 
during the fall term. Concer ning its work my diary cou­
tc1ins notices onl.v slightly fuller than the yea ,· before: " I 
ll/1\'•· been prep»r ing a debate ou ra ilroads and na viga­
tion·' ( ,fan. 26) ; I was on the affirmati ve----the affirmative 
wou '' (Jan. 27); "Had a medley by Zora Dean ; a stump 

i,poec't1 b~- John i\lo1·seh" (Feb. 17) : "Took part in a dia­
logue'' ( J<'ob. 24) ; "Tlwrc was a cleba!C' on "J'he pen is 
rnighticl' than the sword.' >lcgHtivc won:" and ·"rhe 
liten1ry socict.v met for t he last time this lc·rrn. I r<'ad a 
pap<' t' .. , Th<' stnmp speech l,y .fohu Morsc:h is t he only 
thin~ of which T lrnve 1:rny very definite rpc-ollection, an<l 
this not becansl' i1 was very well donP, whi<·h it wasn't, 
but because he was pl<'ased with the selection &ncl it 
seem<'d so su ited to his churacter. 

1 find mention uncler .Janwtry 21 that i\lr. Ha ll had 
slartod a YOcal class hut no fnr thc1· ref<'l'encc to it. 

On Frida? ,Jm1tH1l'? 22 wr ha<l a severe snow storm 
with hig-h wind, and n1an_\. ot tho stndcuts coming b~· train 
went home at i'loon feariu~ t he evcniug train would nol 
ruu. I rPmHinecl Hll(l the rvcnfog train came as usual b11I 
h<'11<lNl by two engin,1 s. 

l find 011I .\· occasional refcr<·ncc to 111.v Latin. ~en<'ral­
l_r ill t his fot·m: '· 1 recited iu Latin at l\fr. Uall 's tonight." 

As earl.,· as 1884 I had become interested ill the 
pn:-:zks pnhlisht.>d in the wcrkly papers and clming my 
school l ife at Sug-ar CTrove was a frequent, co11 t1·ibul01· and 
solver to a department in the Chicago 'IVeekly Kcws en­
litled "Thr Pn:-:zlc nasket" ancl c·ondncted b,v "RuLIH·en" 
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(Edwi]) R Briggs). J.n solving contests I won several 
prizes,-"lva11hoc" in Jul.v, 1885; "Poe's Poems" ill Sep­
tember of the same yeu, and "David C-Opperfielcl" in 
Januar.v, L-186, all for solving the most puzzles during th<: 
month. 

In this te rm f. .f'iud the first reference to examinations 
a11cl J douul if we had had any before. Vfo seem to have 
written an examiuatiou in one subject each Friday. I 
never said anyt hing iu comment on their nature or diffi­
cu lt.v, simply record ing my grades : "l\Ty rhetoric examin­
ation stood !)6 per <:cnt" (ll'eb. 16); ":\fy exarninatiou in 
G<:n<:t·ril Jlistoi·y stood [irsl" (Feb. 23); "wrote an exam­
ination in physiology" (March 17); "l\fy rhetoric examin­
ation stood !)0 per cent" (April 20); "Vve wrote examina­
tion in gC'neral information today" (April 30); and «-ill y 
examination stood 98 per cent" (l\fay 4) . 

The entr.v uuclPr April 30 needs pe rhaps a little 
further explanation. )Ir. Hall was· accustomed to bring 
up the daily paper each afternoon and immediately after 
the opening exercises, he discussed the events o.f the da)-. 
We were required to take notes of the course of events, 
learn more of men prominPnt in public nffairs, and es­
pecially did he make it an exercise fot· the increasiug of 
our vocabularies. J~ach new word was studied both as to 
its meaning and derivation. Sentences containing f he 
new words encountered were ~ither manufactured or 
sought from thC' d ictionary and other sources, and if it 
belong-eel to a group of words by derivation, as snici<le. 
homicide, regicide, we were asked to extend the list to the 
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h<•i-t ol' our 11bility. The at I.is w.,s madr C'Oll'-tant use ur 
a11rl the en'Ut!-l of the prcseut were link<' <! with the hist 11r,1 
of I hl' past. r clclig-hfrd in this work ttncl othe1·s havl' si111•1 
spokc·11 iu grateful appr~ciation of its be nel'its to them. 

In this term tool find rcfcn,ncc to essays \\Tilt('n i11 
pr1' 1ia1·atio11 for onr comme111·enwnt. urntions : " I finislwil 
,111 <•-.;say on 'l1if .. ·s Contests · " ( l•'cb. ]!)); "I m11-.;t \\Til, 
;111 ('-.;su,v on · :\I o r111111rnts: • '· ( Apl'il 12) : .. 8nhjt•ct fo1· .111 

p,--;uy fo1· a wt•ek from :\londn.v · Lift> is not meas111·cd h,r 
Y<'ars · ·' (1\pril :22 ) : "ThrN' (•~sn., s were• !'Cad in sch1111I 
today; 'ti<'lf Culture'- .\lt11 Havlin: '('npitnl isls' - ~li11 11i1• 
,Judd; ' F1·cc ' l'radc'-J o hn \Voods" (Ap1·il 29) ; "T"o 
cssn.n; reacl in sehool: ½o,·a Dean - • Ele!.{1mee • and Mmil.1 
Humiston ·soC'id_v' " (Ma., L) ; ",\ssiguecl lo write 1111 

'Tnm ()'~hauler'" or~., ,~; "Essa.rs l'C'acl b.v ,Joe Kt'II· 

ncd,, ·'.\luch ~lo,wy ,\fakes )[en Poor,' ~llld ½01·» Dea11 '~o­
<ii1•1~- Takes l 's l'or \\'hat ·wl' 111·e Wodh' ,. ()la.r 12). 
"Essa_v by .\Ila R1n·lin 'Porh111c FaY01·s th<' Bl'avc•' ·• 
C\fay 18). 

011r or the t·t>q11il'cmcnls for gracl1111tiou was that 
the c.1ndidate should hold a teacher 's ccrtificHtc in Kan1• 
t•o1111ly. ~o on ~atnnlay, Fcb1·1rnr.v 27 wr went to r.encva 
to he t•xamined be£orr count.v supc1·intrncknt C. R ;\lann. 
r went alone and l r cmcmb1•r with amnscment nud a fcc>l• 
in!! akiu to sympathy for m~·self how f walk,•cl s<>vPral 
I inws n1•0111Hl the court honsc, pcrring up at tlw ,...-inclo1Y!l 
.11111 f()u timid to ask to be <li1·P<'!ed to the superintend­
' nt ·s office. Rut somr.how f finall.,· uot tlwrC'. ,\Tr took 
halt the examination that clay ( l ,ms exa111incd in Arillt 
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metic, Spcllin~, and History ) 1111d finished a we" k latet· 
al ,\111·orn. f 1'eccived 111,'I' cP1·tificatP )finch li'> and T w<'ll 
remember what a rellt-• 1' r felt. ~ly g-r;Hles, as 1·, conk,l 
011 t.hc ccr tiCi<:ate for all to see, WP1·e 11s follows : Orthog­
raphy 02, Arilhmctie 68, l◄:ugl ish cJ runuuar 70 . . \lodl~l'II 
UcogTaph,v (j(), Hislor,v of the• (lnifc><l Nt.atP.~ 70. f hav<' 
often noticed that gTadc in arith111Pli c.- sinc.-P-f, ~Ir. ITall ·s 
st.;n, slntl(' llf in mMlwnmti,•s nml physim,, and the· wi1rn1'r 
0£ tlrnt Shak0sJWHre prize, making- a grildc of 68 ! I have 

no Pxplanat.ion Lo offer unless possibly 1 got. in late and 
was lrnniecl fol' time, aud thiuk tltct·e is littlP dnnhl l g-ot 
1dl I d('~ei·vNL .\i, fo1· as L conl!l n'mPmbcr them a £cw 
da,\·s after l \\Tole down all tlw qmstions s11ln11ittccl m 
tl1is cxa minat ion 11 nd ha \'C p1·r•serv"d I hc•m 11111 o this da.v. 

On lhc 3th aucl 12th of March r·rspedivel,\· f havf' l'C'· 

eonlf>cl that ~f1·. llall ~ave 11s clwmieal and (' lrctrical .:--. 
periment-;. The former as I rcnwmber lhPm wcrr a ft'W 

:-.irnple cxperi111,,111\:; in tlw pro<lnetion and pi·opnl'li<>s ul' 
oxygen and hy<lro~Pn to illnslra( e lhc ,rork of the <·hss 
· 11 ,\ ~r i1.:nltnr(•. 

Ou the evenin~ of lfarch 12, Prof. J<:. (;_ Hewitt. prC's­
itlcul of the Illinois 8tatp ~nrnrnl Univct·sil,v, kctnred at. 
~ug-ar ( : ro,·e before the Sl'hool and friends. 

The work ol' thr wi n ter tl'rrn WllS ht·o11g-·h1 to H 1·losP 
on Friday, :\larch 1!l. 

CHAPTER VJ 
l returned to !-,ng,,r Grov(' on the nwrniug- of .\pril 

8. The work of the sprin g term had begun on Tuesday, 
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.\..pril 61 but the maniagc of my aunt, l\Liss Ella York, and 
C. H. t::itarke_v, which look place at our home, April 7, hall 
<lclnyed m_v en t,rance. 

My room mate that term was Joe Kcnued_y. of Bristol, 
a nd we oecupicd the cell tor soul h room on th e scco11d 
floo1·. .J oe w11s a ,·er:, agrc1>ablc 1·otmuunt<', and always 
,£rood 1111lnrcd. lu the room to the wt•st was J ohn ,voods 
1.1nd in the corner- room to the cast of us and in tlie room 
next north of it we1·e fou 1· girls, ,\dd il' Coulso11, ,\nna Dar­
nell, hl'r co11si11. !Ill([ ½ora Dea n, bPsidcs one whom l don 't 
:-C<'lll to 1·cml'lllb<•1·. A frtqnent visitor lo our room of 
c,·e11i11g-s wa,; Grauf Hailc,v, H p lca.~inir 1111d worth)· .1·0111H! 

ma11 who had, under )I r.Hnll, the principle couduct of the 
!;tor<'. I 11111st eoufcss however (hut. he seemed to come 
not so much to sec 11s as to obt.ain the opportunity of sit­
ting on the porch roof and undel' the broad projecting 
cav( sat th~ girls' window. So ample was the protect ion 
of tltc r oof even in disagr eeable weathe r, and so m:1ni­
fest the purpose of l1is visits to out· :room, t hat we called 
him the g irls' "ntiu beau." Another young man from 
the store was also attracted to this corner of the Cabin 
but he wa:,; more direct iu his methods of attnck 1mcl 
seldom bother ed ns. '!'his was Clyde J1all, i;on of ~Ir. 
Ila ll, wl10 was paying attentions to )fiss Darnell, whom 
he afterward married. It is a matter of memory ,Yith me 
that on one occasion Mr. Hall found H necessary to come 
ovel' and tell ()tydc he considered it time he was a t home 
a nd in bed. Grant Bailey I met occasionally in the years 
immediatel_v following but I believe he bas long since died. 
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During the spring term I studied Lntin, Rhetoric, 
C..:h t•mist ry, Uotan,\' and Ucncrul History. The botany it 
will be obscrvcd wns II short c-onrse of not exceeding elevc•n 
WCl'ks aud was conc!'med 1110.,,tl? with the study and 
classification of flowers. 'l'he first flowers of the season 
were br ought into elass April 16 ancl were the hep,ll ica 
and the spring-beauty. J ohn Woods and I made fret1uc11t 
excur sions to woods and fields and on one trip found a 
ruther 11111·0111mo11 -;1H•eimr11 of orrhis, the urchis spee­
tabil is. 

It is II peculiar entry I hat I find under .\ pril 27, 
"Had burnt biscuits for dinner." 'l'his is the only refer­
ence to the food served us. As I rcmrmber it, it was good 
wholesome food well- cooked and generously provided. 
I could wish now after twenty-five years that my diary 
said somrtl1ing of the bill-of-f.aro, of our arrangement at 
the table, and of tl1e topics of conversation, but on all 
th<'se points it is provokingly silent. 

One of the odu characters who wns at Sugar Gr"ove 
mueh of the two years I wns n st.udenL there was " Ranny" 
K ing,-,Jobn Randolph King was his full name. Ile had 
a room at the Cabin muc11 of the time and took his meals 
with the students. I don 't know what was his occupation 
or scmrcc of inco111c hut J think some of the time he w11s 
rngaged in diggi11g dit<:h<'s. TTe ,,·11s the 8ugar Grove 
correspondent for one of the Aurora papers the Beacon, 
r think, nncl his letters were more than mer e chr onicles of 
IO(:al gossip. Ile was a man of some inkllectual par ts a nd 
shrewdnes~ of thinking and ('Ould gc•nernlly be found at 
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the slorc in the eYcning exchanging- remm1scences with 
the old settlers o r discusRin~ the ucws of 1 IH' <lay. l u 
religious b<•lict 1 Hm inclined lo think he was a skrptic or 
an atheist. 1 remember once during a re,·ival in a neigh­
boring- town sonw 011c SPIit him sun11• i;criptnrc tPxh; or 
}l little note exprc•ssing- pp1•smrnl intt•rt•st in hi"l spiritual 
welfoi-c and he nrnrlt• lhe i11C·idPnl tlw 1..uh.i t•cf of some 
s11rt-;1,,tic rt'mill'ks. l 1·t•rn1•mh<•r too t hal ll!' Ot'. l'.asit1na)ly 
WC'nt \Ill a .. sp1·ec'' altc1 g-ol most. bcustl.v d1·11nk. '!'hose 
W!'l'l' the cla.n; when the Kr,·l,•y cnr,· w11s n new thiug ancl 

he discm,sPd tlw plan very full_,, with ) 11·. ll ull 1111<1 l don't 
know but he took the trc11tmenl. Poor old Haun.v "'l'he 
Sage of Hngar (:rove" as Lhc obitnm·.1 notit·e <•Hl lr,l him 
- die1l about tc11 .r1:ars ago. 

,\Jon~ a bout thr m icldle of ::\fa.v I h0 rnC'mbcrs or I he 
class h<'gan to g;o to A11ron1 sin~ly 01· in grnups to have 
photo,!!l'aphs lake1i. .,1." own \'isit l'c>1· the pnrposc was 
ma.de 011 :-;a111rday J la.v :l2. Th1•se photog1·11phs \\'ere all 
taken b.,· Pratt, and were of the smal l 1·nnl st.rte about 
th1·pc hy fin- incht•s. WP cxc·han~cd with all tht> 111Pmhrrs 
of the class, 1H11· teuch1·rs, a11d a smaller 0 1· la1·~cr cit-cle of 
othc1· friends. 

Thi· sub.it-ct. of co111m1'm·e11wut essay or ontl ion is first 
111e11tiou d :'1111.v 2,1,- ·• I thin k L shall \Hilt• ,m t•ssay on 
lempenrnc·e for II last ess11y." Onet\ clnrinµ- the .vea1· ~Ir. 
Hall had jokingly renuu·lrnd to 11 ho~· f h11 t as he chose 
sidt•s in a certain dc•b11te i;o was Jw lik 1· ly to lwcome fixed 
in h is politic-al belief c•veu I.hough it lw al rn1·iance with 
the be!ief of his Calh!'I'. ,\nywu~ " l'rohihitio11" \\'as the 
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:s11hj1•d of rn,v corum 1wl~n11•nl ornlion. allll with tlw pro­
hibit ion pnrty l have• al'filia1(•, I c, l'I' sinl'l'. I d id so111e 
rendirrg nnd a litt le thi11k1ng 011 the subject, hut it was at 
ht'!il II rucdlt•y ol' tlw thou:.rhts of othi>r;; uot 11ver elos ly 
hound toi.wt h1•1· b) m., ow11 words aud rinall., rnu111lt·1l 
into a11 ne1·1•pt11hll· shap1• "ith thP assisla1w1• of IP,t1·h1•1·s. 
Huf if lac:kini.:- i11 ori:.riualit.,· it was au t'l'f ctiw part as 
prN11•nted l'or lho111,!n 1111q1t<'stio11ahl., l'r·ig-ht1•nc•d I cli<l not 
lwtra., it hut 1h•li\'1•rcd ii in a c:lc•ar sil'C)ll~ voice• that 1·ould 
lw easily hcarcl to th1· ,., I') rear ol' the lnr~<' lrnll. Hut 
h1•1·p r 11m g<'f ting a hl'ad of my story. The production was 
ha11tlcd in for cot'l'cc•t io11 J UJH' 7 1111<I return Pd the next 
cla.1 with the stat ·uwnt tlt.tt it was ''g-ood but not long 
e11011gh ... On Frida:, .June ll onr l'Ssa.,s w1•rc all r cacl to 
l\fr. Tl all and I lw ncx f clay T h1•g-1111 lea ming- mine. On 
T11c•sch1)' .June 13 WP '' 1•phears1•cl mu· essays at I he rink," 
:is wr did on 1•adt of th<' two sncl'Cl'din~ days, 1·omml•n1·l'­
nwnt being l◄'riday e,·ening. 

'l'he ofh11· pm·fs of fhl· progl'am were taking shape• at 
the' same tinw. On )lay :!G, I hav1i rccorcl1•d that.'' Dorn 
)1."·rs jg goi11~ to writ<' the Class Tlistory: )linnie .Jndcl is 
to writ<> a class son~ and Addie ('onlson fhC' musie .. , The 
st.at C'llH'nt <·onc·c rnin:.:- t hi' authorship of t lw <· lass son~ is 
opc11 to quest ion. i\lthou~h thr rn1i11uscripf 1•01).v l hnvP. 
preserved retains the name of our <'lass mate• 11s a11lh111·. 
I know I have been told later that 1[iss l'ctty, our in­
st r·nct or in J<:11~1 ish, w1·ote it. 'l'his is no rcflcctin11 on 
:\liss .Judd, 1'01· T !ta,·<' rH'YPr· lwal'CI hpr lay c•laim to thr 
aulhrll'ship and her 1111111c• occurs on m.,· cop,· only on thr 
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uni horit,r uf I h, 1'11r1•1,;11i11~ t1 l 11h11111 111t i11 111,\' dinl'y. 'J'hc 
1·111!-is hislut) \I 11, 1 h<' 1111•111111 ol II hi 1111 , t' I',\ 1•l1•,·er school 
11dnrtisi11~ It., ,1r ll all. 1\lth1111~:h it l'o11t11111Nl the usnnl 
111111111111 nf p1·1·s111111l st11t 111111••, 1111cl 1111111,;i 11!! ski ls, a tll('l'C 
s11g).!1•stio11 1111 th,• pnl't 111 \I, 111111 \lllli 11lw11,vs sufficient 
to sc'l'III'•· th,• i11iwrti1111 of sl ,thl1t•11111' l111• cli11t111wc traveled 
h.' rail or h, c•:11Ti11p-1• '" 1•11,•h 1111'111l11 ,. 111' th!' 1•lass in l11s 
t1·ips to and t'ro111 w h1111l, 1111cl it,,.1111 1•11111•p1•1ti11~ scholnr­
ship th.al poss1's"l1•d holh 111l11 n•11I 111cl ,11ltll1• advertising 
YHhll'. 

\VPdn , sdn.1 \1:1\ :!Ii w11s 11 " µ1·,•111 du,\' 111' .,.,,11sation: 11 
11w11 drunk 011 tlw sl1·c•c•ts in llw '''"11i11i,:: 11 111•gro lra\'el­
inJ,r to .\tH'ora arrest ed tor rohh,•r.' i 11 Iii~ Hcwk: !-lalvation 
-'l'lll.''·" 'l'h1• last ill'lll is 1·111 shnrl for \111111111' l'nom in rnv 
dim·.'·· 

Did we:> h11 ve auy cx1•i1 i11g l'iuss p111·I if'K, 1•l11s.!l gntlic-r­
ings, or clas.c; pi<•nies'! W, 11, l·<•1·tai11I., 11111 ns man.'· as lhP 

averagr high s1•l10o l class of tlw pn•-.c•11I du,,·. Under :ifn_y 
27 l have recorded that ",John Woods 1111d M'\'t•1·nl othrr!l 
with m~·seU went clow11 to !ht' wl's1 wood s ut'll•r s<•ho 11. '' 
A vt•ry 1101H•ommittul statc11w111. c•1•rt11i11l.,. hnt T happen 
to rcmPmb<>r thnt in the group w1•1·1• 'll'\ Pl'nl l!irl membrr" 
01' t he school. Tndced more 1 hn II t hu I I 1·1•1111•mher l.hnt 
somP of them attemplrcl to walk with uw 1111d r ng-al?r m e 

in <·on,·ersation hut l r cfmwd to ht• 11 pnrt., lo an.,· su(·!'t 
unsremly proc·cediugs. I do not 1 hink this was a class 
pnrt,v-morc likelr the members of lh1• hotimy class, bnt 
it cloublless included all or ne1H·ly all of 1 lw graduating 
clAss. W e took uo lunch with ll'I and rctunwd in timt' for 
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don't dispute it . .\ broad platform was erected at the 
south 1•nd of the Jwll a11d 011 this we '''<'I'~ a rra11ged in 11 
cm·vc ut the back ol' tlw s tug:e (wen• WP iwatecl in nwkinl,! 
chairsn with members of tht· fal'ulty at our r ight and 
offic1•1·~ nnd patr omi of th\' school behind t h<'lll. I 011ly 
know tlwt I sat ,war the west encl or tlw line wit h one of 
the gil'l members of the clasi; 011 m,1· !<-ft. and perhaps 
another 011 111,v rig:ht. 'l'h<•t·e W<'l'l' six gil'ls and fou r bo.vs 
in the class. To this gir l on thr lr ft I was snppose<l to 
devote some atten tion and J remember Urnt before the 
progrnm wa~ O\'er iilw d icl pers1111d1· 111,• In tal<1• her fan 
1111d 111a11ip11l11tl' it fol' lw1· ,m pposi•d be11ef1t in an 11wkw11rd 
and very bashful w11y. 'l'hc day hnd her11 1rlP11sanl autl <~ool 
and that 11i1.d1t thl' moon was jm;I a littlr past th,. full. 
PeoplP dro, c in fot· rui lrs from nl l dirl'dions. ;H,v Oll'O 

peopk, fath(•t·, mnthPr. two brothers and a !iist1•r, dr1l\·e 
frolll \Vatcrmnn ci!!hl1'e11 mil, s aw11y. 'l'hl'ir p1·1•senrr in 
llw 11 11die1H·<• 111ul hopl'ful yet appt·ovin !! looks <•u1•ouragr<l 
me to m~· IH'st e ffol'ls. The hall was l'ill1•d to the ,·t>r,,· 
cloors and 1woplt• i,;lood on lhl' xh1i1·w.i.,· 111rnhlP lo gnin 
rntrnuc·c. ' l'o me there was inspiration i11 t h1· nunilwrs. 
1 did hrtter than 1•1·rr 1 hail clone in pri,·atr rrlwarsal. 
Hut at last it was all over, , 1i•. l111ll ha<l 11111dt> his far1•11·cll 
speech to tlll' elas~ and presrntrd 1hr diploma~. ancl we, 
the ten memlwrs of lhe tenth elasi,, g-atlH•r,,d np our bou­
q uets and other l'Clllcmhrnnccs, and bidding 1•11<·h othrr 
tt-ndrr fai·e11·• lls went out into llw nig-ht 111•1·1•r agai11 tn be 
all tog-ether wl1ile time shall last. With my 1rnr l'n ts I 
drove home to 1Vaterman aftrr tlw 1·on<'.l11,;io11 of I h,, 
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l'xc1·cisl•:s. It \\'lls , arly morninl,! whr11 th(• jo111·n!'_\ was 
fir1ished, T was l'hillt-tl t hrou!!h mul did not µ-rt up 1111til 
110011 llw next din. ('onc1•1·ning- l he s11hscq111•11t hist OI',\' of 
rn1·h mPmlwr or t hl' el ass I shall gin' a f1 w fuels in I he 
1·011eludinl,." diaplt•r of m.v stor,v. For scn~l'al .,·,•at·s man? 
ol' us w1'rc faithl'11 I altP1Hla11ls of tlu• 1rnn11al alumni rc-
1111io11s ol' the sthool. tl11•n we scatt1rPd O\'er till' co11ntr.v, 
fllmil,\' 1•i11•ps drtainrd i-.r,·eral nnd now the elm,:,; i,_ 111•vc1· 
rpp1·1'sl'nl1•d by more than two or thl'!"' who li\'I' in the 
vicinit) . On tlw oc<·11sio11 of our t<·nth anniHrsary we 
hC'ld a 1·e1winn :ti thr homr or F'rn11kie Hh1•p,t1·dso11 in 
.\urol'a, two nu•mb1•1·s. how1•\'l'I", w1•rr absent. .\nd now 
cl1•ath has taken F'rankiP, our ,\'llllTI!!l'st memhl'r. ~Ill' has 
!!one to sit at tlw feet of thr C:r«-11t TenC'h<•r undl'r whom all 
lll,\'st11·ies slrnl l hi' soh1·d. 'l'his s11111111r1· wt• hnd hopPcl lo 
g"Pt tlw 11i11e r1•1naining 111t•111lwrs of tlw c·lnss to!{t•ther, with 
h11-,handH, win•s, 1tutl dli ld r<'tt lo l'••lc•hrate 0111· hn•n t.v­
J'it'th ;11111ivP1·s111·.,. hut t h1· s Yl'I'<' Hi1·k1,1•s<; nl' Olli' 1111•111h<'r 
of the <·lass, 1·1•1p1i1·i11g- the u11di, icl1•d 11ttcntion of Hnot her 
who WllS Ill<' ,. ',i,• I' )ll'OlllOfl'I' or the pl1111, and tlw ahi-H'Jll'e 

of still 11 third nwmlwr <m th l'a1·ifil' 1•<Hlst. hi-ought to 
111111~lt t nl l our :11Tallg-1•111t•11ts. ,\ .,·ear 01· 1 \l'O nft1>1• :.trad11-
at io11 fh1•n• """" 1•on1•<'iY<'d and l,01·11 thP 0111 f';ishinne,l c-lass 
l1•ttcr 11111I though not nil of th<· das:-; l-oaarr I in it<; lahors 
a nd p r ivil <'g- s for the others its 1·<'e111'l'i 11g visits l11n·t• lw1•n 
a sonrc•1• of pl<>as11r1• n111l ha ¥1' l'\'er -:I rcngl lt1•nr, I t 111· ti<'s 
tlrnt hind ns togt>ther. 



CHAPTER VII. 
'l 'IIB (;Li\SS 01<' 1886. 

Congdon, George Edwar d, a son of Ueorge Griffith 
aud Augusta Al vina (York) Congdon, was born at Water­
man, Illinois, Feb. 23, 1869. Afler graduation he taught 
in the district schools of DeKalb ('ounl,v, lllinois, seven 
years, then attended the academy at )lorgau Park, l lli­
JJOis (189:1.95), and th<• University of {;hic11go (1895-1899), 
from which latter institution he graduat<-d A1)l'il 1, 1 99. 
Siucc then he has been engaged in teaching in !:3ac (Jity 
Institute, Sac City, lowa (1901-1906), and Hiawatha 
Academ.1·, Hiawatha, Kansas (1906-to elate) . H e is uu­
mal'ried. 

Co11lso11, Addie L1•11h, a daughter of William D. and 
Phebe (Dnl'llel l) Coulson, was bol'll at H incklc,v, lllinois, 
Jan. l ;j, 1 6!). After ~n1duat io11 1,he taiugh t school five 
mouths in t.1c isummc1· of' 1~87, studied music fo1· two .nmrs 
at home, a11d entered t lw Xorthwc•stern C'onscrvatory of 
~lusic at l~rnnston, 111., in Sept('mbei-, 1889, graduating 
from the piano clepal'l ment in Juno, 1890. fn Deccmbel', 
1890. sh<' went lo 1,aurt>ns, Iowu, wlwrc sh<' tau~ht music 
one year. llere she met and married Jan. 20, l 92, Ben­
jamin Lot .\lien, son of Daniel Johnson and E lizabeth 
(Holmes) .\lien, w ho was born Aug. 2, 1838, at l\fariotta, 
Iowa. l,11ur1·ns has 'line,' been her homt•. )It·. Allen is 
en:?n~ed ju the real estate busines · and owns the controll­
in!! interest in two stale banks in the count.v. '!'heir 
children, ull horn al l,a11rens, a1·e: l ,enor<·, born April 1, 
]8!!:1: Thm·n111 ;\I., .fill.,· :1, 1895: Ben,iami'1 Wilmot, Oct. 1, 
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1900; H arold ,Johusoo. ,June 18. rno::i: anrl Doris Rosa­
linde, Sept. 20, 1905. 

Denn, Elzorn, a dnnghter of l,(•wis .\. nnd Lou isa 
(Mewhit-kl') Den n, w11s born 1tL B i~r Rock, I ll., l•'eb. 14. 
1868. .\ .fter j!rndnation she was nt home nntil lwr mar­
riage, :\farch 2:J, 1892 to .\lbcrt C:recoaere, 4-0ll of J ohn 
G. nnd :\Iaric• l~lizahcth (Cutting Boot_\·) (frrrnl\cre, who 
wns born nt Bl"islol, 111., Ocl. 7, 1865. Soon 11fter mar­
r iage they n•mov"d to Hinckle.\·. 111., when' )Ir. Orrrn­
acre is a dealer in li,·r stork. 'J'heir c•hildren are Alice 
Ann, horn at Bi~ Roc•k, ,Jnne 22, 1894, and fJ011ise Jfa11<le 
born 11t llin,•ld c•_v, Jul.,· 27, 189 . 

HnmiRton, J<~mil.\·, 11 tlanizhtrr 0£ ('lark J lc•rritt and 
Elizabrth P . ( Prit·e' ll umiston, was born in PiercP town­
s hip, J)pl(alh c·o1mt_\·. lllinois, :--lo,·. 18, 1 liR, hut with ht•r 
pm·rnls rernovrd soon afll'r to Kaneville. 8hc marrierl 
June 16. 11m2. Frank Ra,·lin, a son of 'el'dhnm :'\icanor 
and Prances .\1111 ( \Yt•st ) Ravlin. horn at Kam•,·ille. Ill., 
Ji'c•h. I>, 1 G')_ l•'rank was II hrotlwr of .\Ila Havlin, of the 
<·lll1'S of '86. Jn fact she ancl AIIH "l r11decl brothers." as 
will lir SC'PII hy rompnrin~ tlata given. '!'ht'.\' Ii"" on a 
fnrm near Kanl'Yill(•. and 11re the pAr<>nts of the following 
children. all horn at l<anP,·illl': Tfaroltl, horn 8ept. 9, 
18!'1:l: :?llarian, Afor ch 18. 1896: Altn, Nov. :~o. 1899: bnw­
reneP .. \ug-. rn. l !}0~: F'ratH·is . . July 2. Hl07 : 11 ncl Bl'nnl'I t. 
)fH_v 1 . H> l 1. 

.Judd, l•~rlllil'a .T .. ,1 ,J,111:;?htcr of Thomas 1111<1 Electa S. 
(Rice•) ,Jmld, wns hol'II nl Sng11r (:1•0\'C, April 13, 1868 . 

..-\fll•r gr·acl11atio11 she 11111:,?ht in thC' primar., dt>partm nt 
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of the 8ugar Grove school during Lhc fall and winlcr of 
l88ti-7 and tan_ght in Big Rock township four months 
during the s11mmer of 1887. On J'-:o\·. 2, 1887, she married 
George ~1. Bool h, a son or -John W. aud J•'a11u.v (Collius) 
Booth, who wns boru at Chana, Ill .. Oct. 15, 18£;'5. 'l'hey 
lived at Chana a11d Naper•vill", Lil., rr-o111 1887 to 1891. In 
the spring of l8Hl 1.he.v took clrnrgr or Uncle Tom's Ca bin 
at Sugar GroYe, continuing until l\l11rch, 18!J:1, whrn they 
moved onLo a l"ann near S1igar (:rovr. lmt.ci· they removed 
to Sugar Grove where tlwy <'ondncl<•tl the telephone 
central, and ~fr. Booth rna11c1gccl f he lo<-n I n ff"Hirs and re­
pair work of the tclepho11c com1n111.v. They were the 
pnrents of the following chilclren: Eth, I Jl., born Sept. 
3, 1888: 'J' .• Judd, }larch 11, 18fll; l•1 rank A., .Jul.v 27, 
]8!);~: Pcrc_v H., July 27, 1895; and l•:lc•ctn K ,, Ii'eb. 18, 
1901 . .Since tlw body of this book wc1s p111 i11 l ypE> T have 
t·Cc<' ived the i,ad nrws tlrnt Mimi if' dit'd ~" P'- 7, Ull]. 

Kenn<'cl~', Joseph J., was from Br·islol. ln 1 he fall of 
1886, he tanght near Plainfield, 111., t.hr11 >llH'1if· srvrral 
years in farming-. Tn F'eb1·m11-y 18!1:! ht· hong·ht out his 
uncle's grocery business, and iu 189➔ \\"/1!-l appninlc,1 post­
lllM,ter at Bristol, 11ntkt· the s<>eo11d 11,dmi11ist.ration of 
C:rov<'l' Cleveland. He is marTied a11rl hn;; a1 Irast one 
child, a daughter. 

Rarli11, .\Ila, a clanght er of: Xt•rdhnrn Nic·anor 11nd 
Frances Aun ( \Vest) Ravliu, wns ho1·11 at K,rnrYille. 111 .. 
~ov. 12, 1866. After g-raduat ion ~hr w11s at. home until 
her marri,1ge, .Jan. 10, 1 fl00, to H1•1111dl I lumi~ton, a son 
of Clark Merritt and .Elizabeth P. (Price) IImniston, wlw 
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wm, born F eb. l tl. 1 (jj, in P ierce to wuship , Dl•Kalb co111;­

t:v, lllinois. He is a brother of gm il.v Ilnmh,lon. Thn., 
liv<' 011 a fa rm near Kaneville, a ud have no t·hilch en. 

Hhcpan lsou, .\1fa.1·.v l •'rnnces, a daug hLl'I' of !-,,d 1·11111 1l­
.Eaton and IJ1t1·y ~r. ( ,Ju<ld) S he pardson, was born al Ho,;-; 
Oro,·", DeKa lb county, 111., 8ep t. 11, 1870. With i1t•1· 

1H11·c>nts she lived iu ) larhlc Hock, Lowa, A uroru, .111d 

8 11g111· Ur ov<', Il l. Afte r !,(" 1·aclnation, in J anua t·.v, 18H~ shl• 
<>ntl•rcd .:-Jortln n•stern ,\ <'adem~ ut grnuslon and latPr ,•. 
ll•ndcd the (Tn iwrsit." of Illinois at (.;lrnmpail-{ll, her school 
lift• (•ndin ~ in l◄'t'l,ruar.1, 1802. F,·om that time 011 her lil'1! 
was s pent qnielly a lmost 1111cvt>utfull? in t lw home of hc·t· 
1n11·e11ts. On its lt>nlh an11i versar ,1· in 1896 slH• t>11te1·lui1wd 
t lw da'lS of 'S(i, at lwr ho11w in .\nrora, and her contrihu­
tions to the class letter fnrnish g lirnpsei:; or her resi!."1wt! 
yl'I 1·lw1•r fu l 1111d afl'c•l'tionnlc disposition. 111 April, 1..:::,., 
sh1• wr otl' or a trip wl11c·h she took the p r pc•cdiug s11mn11•1· 

around the l ln•at L11k1•s. St. lmwrencc. P rine,· .Edward's 
f -.;]11 11<1. a nd Boston. I II l◄'1•bm11r.,·, l!JOO, sh<• wrote: '' I 
stay qu i1•t ly II t homf' j11st pro,·i11;.r myself a hlc•ssinJ.r to 111,1· 

g-ood fat'lwr and 111ol ht•r . >Jow don ' t a nyone <Jllt'-;tion that 
statl'nH·nt." In ::-;<•pfe111l1<•1·, ] !)(11 , !-ih<' said , " ) am still 
with m., fat h<•1· anti mother at the old homt• in Anrora and 
11'11st that this 1·01Hlit ion nuly p rpvail iucll•l'i11itel,,·. with 
one exception, that I hope and expect it will be at the 
old lhome in ~habhou11 Urov ... , l>eK~dh c·o1111t_y, afh-r so1111• 

tinw in D<'c1•m lw1·. 'l'o n1y great sat isfact.io11 we are pl11 11-
11 i ng to movc- into tlw <•uttnl ry otH'e more and t'his l in1t• I 
hop,• w1• ma., stay. I hop!' yott will 11ll come and s l' 1111• 
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there.'' Her last contribntion to the letter, nbout )fay 1, 
19il:3, was left unfinished at her death and is reproduced 
in photographic foe-simile clsc"vhe1·e. Disease, whose 
presence her c lassmates had scm·ccly guessed, so genial 
had been her letters, ended her life Ma.y 20, 1903. During 
her last days as hel' str ength permitted she had gone to her 
Jiiano and p layed, "I know that my R.eclccrner l ivetil,·and 
hath prepared a home for me." She was a great comfort 
to het· father, there existing a clo:,w companionship be­
tween them, and after her death 'he aged ve1·.v rapidly, 
dyiug two months aflerw,u·d. 

\Vheel<>r, John, a son of J~dwan1 and Margaret 
(iH111'ph,v) Whc,eler, wa~ horn at Big Rock, Jllioois. 
During t11e wint.-r of 1886-7 he taught at 1-iolon l\I ills, near 
Richmond. In the fall of 1887 1he bought a fat·m iu part­
nership with his brother, am1 has bee11 [arming- sincC'. Hr 
is 1111marri< d. 

\Voods, John 'v\T., a son of Isaac SpC'nce and P lnma 
E. (Ovitt) Woods, w11s born 8cpt. 25, 186{i. Aft er gradu­
ation he taught sehool four tet·rns. In the fall of 1~9:~ he 
bo11g'ht a farm near \Vall'rm~n, Illinois, upon wh ich he 
has since r esided. He nrn1-ried .Jau. :10, 18!>5, Ella Brough­
ton, a dan~hter of Clrnu11cP.I' W. aud Caroline C. 
(Ohnrchill) ~ronghton, who WAS born Jnn. 26, 186!>. 'J'he_v 
11re the p111·ents ol" the follo,1 ing c·hildrcn, ;il l born at 
\Vatl'l'man: Canic '.'If., bom ,Jan. 14, 1896: Addie- :'II.. F eb. 
J, 1897 ; Rnt'h R, 8ept. 15, 189S (died ,Ja11. 10, 18!Hl) : Alta 
H., Oct. S, 18H!J: Preston J .. April :10, 1901; John B .. Rept. 
li, lfJ03; and Ralph R, Oc:t. 10, HJO-! (died :'\ov. 10. H>0-1) . 
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llARY l<'RANCIS SHBl?ARl>SON'S LAST MESSAGE TO TUE CLASS OF 1886. 
S l 'CAR GROYE. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
ODDS A~D F,NDS. 

ln 111y diar.v for J888 I have inserted as best I conkl 
remember them, what J know is a very incomplete list uJ' 
sLndenls who we1·e at Sug-ar Grove <luring the two .,·ear,; 
I was there. l shall be glad to receive any additio11s to 
the list. H is as follow~: Cora A ncutt, Frl\llk Aucut I. 
Aug11st Bait'. Frank Bastian, Frank Burnett, 'l'hen'sa 
C'adson, Zenobia Carlson, Lafayette Carson, George E. 
Congdon, Alpha Coster, Edga1· Cosier, Addie Coulson, 
711 il licL'nt ('11t1i11g. V cr-nio Cutting, Anna Darnell, Alber! 
IJ11vis, ,\ lary Davis, Merritt. Davis, J\fyron Davis, Zora 
Dean, .John Bvans, John Flower, Anna .l<~orbes, .:,.;l' llie 
lt'i1llr, lJewis Fuller, Fenton GarfiPld, l\[innie Z. Garfield, 
Hit tie Oillett, Ernest Granart, Victor Growr, Arthur Ilall, 
Clyde Hall, Nina ITall, Vernie I-fall, Care.v Harbo111·, 
l<'rnncis Ilarbour, Sammie Howard, Bert Tiowison, Emil~• 
H11111iston, Ernie Judd, Lewis .Jndd, l\linnie J. Jn<ld, 
Philip lutld, Joseph Kennedr, John Kibling, Niles Kit-k­
pal rick, Susie Kouth, David I 1Pwis, Charles Covell, Mattie 
Lye, Wi llie J;ye, Oharles CL l\lackliu, l~rank :\TcGuire, 
Freel :\lcOuire, Mamie ;.[enill, Ina :\I. Mighel:l, )fanrl 
) I ighdl, ,Johu 7\Torsch, Will :\lursch, Do1·a ,J. :\:Iycrs, I ,iz­
zic l\fyC'rs, ];p1• Xcwton. J·ohn Parr, Ilcur_v Pratt, Benni<' 
Pl"i<'<'. l,il11 4uilhot. A lta Ravlin, Frank Ravlin, Alic1• 
Rccst>, ( :corg-e Hose, Gill Scott, Chany Seavey, Alice Sharp. 
li'red ~harp. Chnrlcs Sh<'pardson, )L Frankie Sthcpanl­
son. ,Jed l:lhcpar dson, Johnnie Shcpnrdson, Ralph Shep­
ardson, ( ' incl a Smith, l~dd ie i:itevens, F.liza 'I'homas, Will 
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Thomas, Clarence 1'hompsou, l'aull 'l'hom pso11, .Nellie 
U11clenvood, Bert Weaver, Bel le Vvhccler, ,John Wheeler, 
l\linnie WJ1eeler, Eugene 'Williams, ,John Woods. rJater 1 
was able lo add lhc following lo the list: 1';1lclie ,\!bee, 
Che;,t,,r Brooks, i:::lilas Crego, J•'lorencc Dt·iseoll, Harold 
Ur<'e11acre, J<;111ersou Oreenfielcl; Blanch<• l\lorrill, Wi llie 
A. L-'helps, Stel111 Wagner, and Willai·d S. Wa~ner. 

Thro11gh the two yea1·s of m.,· work al Sugar (:rove, 
l\lr. lfall was ahly assisted in tlw wol'k b.,· .\liss mizabeLh 
Prtt_v. Arter he left Sngar <:ro1·c sh<> c-1111tinn<'d 11t the 
he;id of tl1e school for a .,·<'ar or two a 1Hl t.n<'U n11t1T.Ying 
!•'rank tin ow lives at 8ngar Grove. .:,:cl) i,, Oordon, w'ho 
was the i11stnict.01' in the primary clrparf mcut, afterward 
married -- Tlnrniston, and die<'! in A·ng11sl, 1888, lem·• 
ing- 011c ehild, a <lan~hter. 

One of the lhing-s whit:11 :\Ir. Ha.II cn1phnsizcrl in p1•i. 
H111ry teachi nir ,ms I he necessity of prov id in:: the ch il<l 
with ft·Psh rr.ading matet•i,11 after he 'had finishl'd lus first 
reader. His danght.c·r \'ernc and 8teve l\I i llp1• were tl'l'O 

of his first read<'J' pnpils at Lhc time I was ll1C'1·r, a11d one 
or thr other of Lhern, I am unable to tell \\1hi1·h, 'had rf'ad 
Lh1·01q::·h seventeen first re11dcrs. 'f'he i,h•a of ,mpple­
me11lar~· 1·cacling is a common cnonl,!h one• 110w, but l\rr. 
I la 11 was one of its first advoeales. Reveri1 I tim1 s he ask ell 
his lt'achcrs' class how J>.n:v parent or school diredor wonld 
like to read 41is newspaper through the s!'cond time. 

Two thing-s I r emember espeeiallr tlrnt -:\fr. liall 
1H11phasized in his leaching. Onr was; !Ital an ansll'er or 
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au examination paper that ,ms not ri:.d1t or pt·l'fr\"t was 
poor. T ht> world is not lookin g for hnnk clerks that can 
work n inc problems out of ten. 1'hc ol hl'I' was that in 
this modcr11 rushing world tht• hoy th11t <•,111 thin k rnpidly 
or do a thing well in h•n minu tes has 1111 imrnr11s1· 11drnnt-
11gt' oYer t'nt• boy who does thP -..amr thinJ! in fil'I en mi11-
11t<·s or whmw m ind 1110\'es slowly. 

'l'o F. I L I I. 
BrgoL and nurtm·<HI in the slate of Jl11i11e

1 

In early life hr ~onght the· uPw-found \\'<'st 
.\Ill) ga ,·r to it of manhood's years t hp best; 

\\'haJp\•1· the task 111111µ-ht tould hi~ iwal rrstrain, 
l1111·1.r<i was his 'hc•:1 1·1 11s w<•ll a~ ric-h his hrain; 

What love of slmlc•nt natnrr fillNI hi~ brrast 
\ thousanrl ragrr mrmorirs will attest 

,\~ long as sdwol~ and school clays shall remain. 

11110 this lil'P it was 111y lot to stray 
,\1111 for two years he molded h.,· his minil­

\\'ilh g1·owi11r.: ,vea rs I 've grown to blrss that daJ 
\ 11!1 know that c'hildhood 's f'ates to 111e wrrr kind, 

.\ud )!l':l\f'rt l11r~t· 011 memor,v's soul-lit \\'11ll 

I lrPas11rP 11,,·t> tlw name of F rauk Tl . Hall. 

Iliawatlt.1, l(ansas. l\1arch 1:1, l!ll l. 
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The class letter of the class of '86 sta1·ted on its first 
journey in 1894 and is now making its eleventh circuit . 
'l'he time taken to make .the xonnd of the class has varied 
from ten mouths to ove1· three years. At no time have all 
the m: mbers of the class contributed to it. 

'1'0 'l'HE CLASS LE'l' 'l'ER. 
C ship of mine ! 'J'hou hast returned once more . 

. \ precious cargo e'er to me the wares 
\.\7hich here and you thy thin-walled Rtructure bears; 

Yet some, alas, t hy proffered wealth ignore 
Or yield but scanty welcome to theit- shore. 

But other some accept their proper shat·es 
Replacing with an equal store of tbeit-s 

Aud bid thee godspeed as in days of yore. 

As now with fav'1·ing winds and anchor weigbed 
Tbou settest for tb the old familiar way, 

Be swift thy voyi1gc, prosperous thy trade, 
'l'hy comin_g welcome and yet brief t hy stay ; 

Seek out n ew ports yet pass not by the old 
_,.\nd may not one t he barter due withhold. 

Hiaw~tha,·Kansas, ~·[arch 17, 1909. 
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