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The quilt for our December raffle is here and it is stunning!

Sugar Grove quilter, Vickie Frantz, has created a French Braid
design and measures 89” X 80.5”.

You can purchase tickets by either stopping by Bliss house on
Tuesday from 1-4, buying through PayPal on our website at
sugargrovehistory.org or by mailing a check.

S5 for one ticket or $20 for five tickets

Sugar Grove lost three pillars of our community
this past winter. Former SGHS president, William
Waulff, passed away on 12-11-21. SGHS member
and long-time supporter, Audrey Claesson, passed
away on 1-3-22. SGHS member, Karen McCannon
aka JoJo the Clown, on 1-11-22. The three of them
did so much for Sugar Grove over the years and will

be greatly missed.

More info on the above boulder to follow...




Fishermen’s Inn

Restaurant
Open Daily S5 p.m.

Sunday 12 noon

Closed Monday

Steaks—Sea Foods

Fishing will open all Winter

, Open daily at

7 a.m. till dark :
@‘ fishermen's

2.

inn

For Reservations 365-6263

Route 47 and Main St. Rd,
5 Miles North of Sugar Grove

Closed Monday

§ Limit 5 Trout

\ 2 and 5 Perch

Mid March Opening
D.J. COFFEE SHOP - BARERY

52 Cross St.

Open Dally 7a.m. 1T pm.

Breakfast Lunches Fresh Bakery Goods

Bring the whole FAMILY to
S.G.C.C.

Sugar Grove News 1970

Phone 466-4080

Grove Restourant
Route 47
Sugar Grove

466-9712

Hours

Chicken Bar-B-(

June 7th  12:00 to 2:00 p.m.

Sugar Grove Community House

Tickets available from club members or at the door

Corn Boil Huge Success l!!

The Recreation '70 Corn Boil was
held in July at the park behind the
Community House., This was the first
attempt at what {38 hoped to be an
annual family, community evemt, An
estimated 600 people sampled the fresh
sweet corn, hot dogs, and pop. Also
in the offering was a clown selling
balloons, en art exhibit, several an-
tique automobiles and carrisges, an
antique barbed wire displey, and a
" 17 steam engine, Steam from the .
s=tter was used to cook the corn and
hot. dogs,

A special note of thanks goes to
the Community Club for running a clown
dunk and games for all of the kids,
Moat of the time, one could hear shouts
in the background as snother "¢lown"
wes thrown into the drink!

Background music was supplied by =
two 1ive bends--a local teenage group .
the "Operation Combination" end The e r
Toni Benade Trio, headliners at
ant Run, played for most of the after-
noon. water main

The profit of this fund raising
event totaled $204,53, and was glven
to the Recreation '70 program,

heralded as the Best
gether ever in Sugar

Community Get To-
(rove,

Skating Rink

Pheas- | Nagel, bulldozing; «

Hats off to Bob Frohlich, Recreation b FEE R e Above orders avallable for carry out]
Committee member and Corn Boil chairman | WHLEI SCIVICE, WE 1Ce
for an excellent job of orgenization. Ping 1 { 8na tne ¢ -
He, along with very few men and women | mmunity Club, manpower, Phone 46866-4505
of the community put on what 1s being Thenks apein,ice rink commi ttee,

fam-10pm
Daily

All orders on

menu are availablel
for carry out..

Fresh Donuts

Rich's Texaco Service

" Lubrication

Tune-ups
Mechanical Repairs

Phone 466-9703

F

| Starlight Motel

Coffee B8hop=-0Grill
Dinning Room

A Rts 30-47 Sugar Grove
by Hinioe] specializing in:

SEAFOOD - STEAKS

Under new management

Albert Keithly - owner




contributed by The Sugar grove His-
torical Society and The Preserva-
tion Society of Sugar Grove

Sugar Grove residents need 10
learn about the past of their village
before they plan for their future. It1s
being said over and over again by
Yoo people that Sagac Chove meve
tee r Grove never
had a dwntownu.‘. This is NOT
TRUE!! Sugar Grove's writlen and
photographed past shows a very
prosperous, social and busy down-
own.

Webster's Dictionary defines
Downtown as “city business arca”
In the August 1995 issue of Histonc
[llinois Magazine, Downtown
means “the place where evciyx
congregates to shop, cat, au
magazine also states, “Historically,
downtown has been the economic
heant and soul of a community, of-
fering a wide vanety of retal and
service businesses 10 both local and

Sugar Grove Main Street met the
definition of the above. This was the
begi of Sugar Grove's Down-
town, which included:

» The Normal and Industrial
School was built on MAIN
STREET, but burned down. An-
other school was built on the site,
which still stands today as an apan-
ment building. The citizens of Sugar
Grove today, must be made aware of
the important fact that Suear Grove
had a school that was the first of its
kind anywhere in the area. Students
who graduated from this school, left
with teaching degrees. One of the
founders and the first professor of

the school, later developed the STREET

braille typewriter.

= A Town Hall was put up just
north or the school on MAIN
STREET, for community meetings,
voting and social gatherings.

- Across the street from the
school and town hall was the
Methodist Church.

- Farther south on MAIN
STREET was the Sugar Grove Sup-
ply Co. (Keck's Store) where people
could purchase everything from
hardware to food. Today two busi-
nesses occupy the bottom level and
an apartment 1S upslairs.

- South of the former Keck’s
Store, on MAIN STREET, was built
a hotel which was used as a dormi-
ory 1 house the students who ai-
St T e

. Tra guests -
ers who ml:fuldinghmsmd
working on the railroad would sleep
and eat here, as the hotel housed our
first restaurant. In addition to these

ﬁmﬂ!m’ﬂ_,unmakomscwed:sﬂu:
office, , @ lelegrap
g:;mofﬁecmdaswm.m:uul-
ufunctional building was the busiest
in 1own on MAIN :

= Across from the hotel on
MAIN STREET was a new train de-
pot, built for the expanding needs of
the community, which is no longer
on the site

- Miller’s Store was on MAIN

pool hall. This building also, has
been

- Continuing north of MAIN
was a building housing a
blacksmith shop, a saw mill and a
barber shop on the lower level and a
big hall upstairs used for school
functions, such as plays, basketball
games, and social gath-
enings. building is now a resi-
dence upstairs with a workshop
downstairs,

Sugar Grove’s down on Main Street

church, use the library, use volun-
a pavilion for family gatherings and
other community events,

The Town had become too
small for the growing community's
needs, so it was moved from MAIN
STREET and the Community House
was constructed on the site of the
former Town Hall.

- The Community House is one
of MAIN § 'S most

place for adults and children, parties
and dinners of all kinds, Sugar
Grove's annual Christmas program
and other functions too numerous (o

Nilliam Thompson at Grouse.

What's that? Never heard of Grouse? Well, the directory admits that Grouse
was “a very small village of only about six families, with one school house and a

few workshops."

bore him,

school, a mec

Joccupied jo1n}ly
destroyed by fi

(Following are excerpts from the colymn "Now and Then" written by Charles
Pierce Burton and published in the Aurora Beacon News sometime in the early 1940's) I

There was nothing small about Sugar Grove even in those far-off days. There
were four postoffices in the township. Thomas Judd (Uncle Tom) was postmaster at
the village office; Eldad M. Calkins, at Jericho; S, S. Ingham at Winthrop, and

One of those six families furnished this columnist, when he was a boy, with ==
Ia pet Brahna rooster, that forthwith was named Grouse in honor of the comunity that

The "very small village" of Grouse is on the blacktop Kaneville road that
leads off fron Route 47. Jericho evidently was even smaller, for the directory says
"Jericho 15 not claimed as a village but there is a postoffice; a church
the Methodists and Congregationalists; there is also a district
ic's shop and a public house." (Typist's note--the public house was
re but there is a picture of it at the Sugar Grove Library)
“Jericho corners” perpetuates the name, It s west of Route 47 on the Jericho]

black-top that leads west from South Lake street, Aurora,

"Winthrop 1s a postoffice, no village but there are two school houses and a
considerable population," the directory tells us. The Winthrop postoffice apparent-
ly was in or near the o1d Ingham homestead on the Galena road, east of Route 47,

K




CH Frant Memore o Fay Deany

Ths 12, chike roder o wih et 1o hnbing 0 g v ey | SxPloded. 1t lit up the
0 e Foye Doy e when v o i hemid 90 v With st wndows
s iy & ke el There s Stong munging odorof obaco e

e, H ol sl 10 vl s it ey " e P ot et from
Koo' o, Hewashedem down i wam POpor vl o e sk yrd pumpe o
A o e ever ok, Ul 1950 e vod e onFit S o e et e e

on a cold winters night his oil stove

end of town, Fay's little house
burnt down but he managed to es-
cape in his “long johns™ never to
return to the Grove again. He spent
the next (4) vears at the Kane Co
Home (Old Peoples). My dear old
friend, Clearance Faye Denny died

Sports a Field. His bed (#4) was

whole south

et s Soeime et e o it o s el e | ' 3
o ’ abus . ¢ R " FIRST
(F:: : ;h:: y L:l b‘f‘h"‘d l:’farlzk' R o \FL Y DENNY HoUsE
<) by the of an 01 . He ‘RO TEIVAC .
¢ Deawn By CHf Frane
read strictly Field & Stream and %0 ot

always made neat, the blankets were

eI P— ‘f l“':‘éf; CHNE | very dirty. | am almost sure under the
s et 1 = culR /s grime the bed was brass. In his trunk
' " . oA TR, (#5) among other things was a cigar box
\ . 5\?"’5’? TS M with an arrow head and a rattle from a
OB.M gy i g‘;ttr;;ﬂ“:?(‘ oA PRER rattlesnake. In his open tool box (#6)
- B g -;*‘4 & ?olff«[‘;g \&r L s were his old but sharp chisels, plane,
"’:} 1 : Ao * e saw etc. Faye's spittoon (#10) was a cof-
. o J ['_: J fee can along side the table leg. He
-l I - chewed Red Man and gave me the cards
- “Gireat Indian Chiefs” that came in the
R Q@ tobacco.
Mﬁ sl From orange crate wood Faye made doll
o}\; e + cradles for the little girls in town & toy
ﬁn boxes & box traps for the boys. Whittle
. ’ (wit'l) to cut aimlessly with a knife. On

summer days Faye would set & whittle, either on the front steps of the Mill or on a roll of fence
wire in front of Keck's Hardware, evidence by “baccie * juice & woodchips.

Stories about Kitty Lorah and Faye Denny are
from Sin-Qua-Sip Sugar Grove A History of
Sugar Grove Township Kane County, IL by
Patsy Mighell Paxton.

{ half of the 1900s. It

2 | days found automobiles
g | with license plates from

Kitty Lorah
owned Uncle Tom's
Cabin during the first

was then known as
West Hotel, and Sun-

as far away as Wiscon-

sin and lowa parked in 3

front of the hotel,
where Kitty served

family style meals, all of which were cooked on two gigantic cast iron cook stoves in the basement
kitchen. Her dining room was filled with familics on Sundays and railroad personnel at noon dur-
ing the week. Kitty continued to operate her restaurant and manage the apartments in the hotel, well
into her later years. She could be found seated outside early on summer mornings, shelling a
bushel of peas or stringing a like amount of beans, which were headed for her huge kettles and the
dinner plates of diners. Kitty was never without her ample apron and her stockings rolled below
her knees. She wore her hair in a twist at the back of her head, and never seemed to mind the long
strands of hair that worked their way loose as she worked. Kitty was forever surrounded by her
colony of cats, who followed her wherever she went around the hotel grounds.

West Hotel




Officers and Board Members

President
Dave Frantz
(630)999-3620
Vice President
Rick Johnson
(630)383-6394
Secretary

Sue Jacobson
(630)740-9425
Treasurer

Lori McCaffrey
(630)881-4426
Historian
Joan Perrin
(630)917-4435
Directors

Clif Frantz

SU.

SUGAR GROVE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

$15
$1

$25
$50

Individual
Family
Student (17 & under)
Business/Organizations
Supporting
Individual/Family

Life Member
Donation

$200

Date

Names

Address

Phone

E-mail

MAIL TO:
SUGAR GROVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 102
SUGAR GROVE, IL 60554

THANK YOU!!!

We would like to once again thank the Liu family for helping us
with our ongoing digitizing project. On March 3rd & 4th the Lius

along with members of the Kaneland National Honor Society vol-

unteered by scanning and uploading documents. We would like
to acknowledge the following volunteers:

Sean Liu Scott Remrey

Kai Liu Ryan Bicker

Sean Liu Joshua Stover
Marisa Urban Matt Manugas

Sofia Watson Samuel Regelbrugge
Avery Erickson Camille Roethemeier
losh Brunscheen Angelica Dabek

Memorials
Dorothy Bourdeau in memory of W.A. & Marie Johnson
Douglas & Dianne Frantz in memory of Thomas T. & Emily (Ravlin) Frantz
Joan Perrin in memory of William Wulff

Ed & Sue Shulkin, Mary Claesson, Sue Jacobson, Beth Morris, James & Kelly Wituk, Barbara
Landis, Brent Wilson, John & Rhonda Stefanski, Charles & Esther Fuller in memory of Audrey
Claesson

Marcia & Joe Miles in memory of Frances Sauer Porter, Verna & Leigh Sauer, Sr. and Phyllis &
Leigh Sauer, Jr.

Donations

Tom Frantz Delmar Krieghbaum

Doug Musser Kristine Smets & Michael Booth
Mary & Irv Ochsenschlager Susan & Jim Martin
Kathy Walz Reva Moore

Liz Chalberg Sugar Grove Alumni Assoc.

Supporting Membership
Bill Durrenberger Ken & Mary Krieghbaum

Kristine Smets & Michael Booth




